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Silverstone success 


Recent British Grands Prix, both at Silverstone and Brands Hatch, 
have ended in criticism of the organising RAC and of the promoters, 
some of it quite justified. Indeed, because of organisational shortcom- 


_ings and the incidents during the actual races in 1973, 1974, 1975 and 


1976, the British round of the World Championship had gained 
something of a tarnished reputation. Last weekend’s four-day affair at 
Silverstone, we are sure, will have restored the event’s reputation, and 
more. 

We have often left British Grand Prix meetings feeling faintly 
dissatisfied but, on the occasion of the 1977 Grand Prix d’Europe, the 
RAC and the promoters came up with a near-perfect mixture. The 
crowd—85,000 on race day and more than 113,000 over the whole 
period—had all the entertainment they could wish for, with side 
attractions and supporting events of extraordinarily high quality. Both 
the Tricentrol Group 1 saloon race and the Vandervell Formula 3 
event were superbly competitive, and it was a move of laudable 
showmanship to invite Moss, Salvadori and Brabham to compete in the 
Historic Racing Car event, which was an unqualified success. The 
meeting was also notable for commendably slick organisation all 
round, and in this respect it set standards which other Grand Prix 
organisers would be hard-pressed to match. 

We heard that grandstand seats were changing hands on race 
morning for as much as £75 a throw, which surely is indication enough 
of the remarkable public interest in Formula 1 racing at this time. It is 
due to James Hunt’s World Championship title and the emergence of 
John Watson an as obvious World Championship prospect, and the . 
appearance of Britain’s two top racing drivers on the front row made a 
very big crowd a certainty. 

While there is no doubt that the competitiveness of Grand Prix 
racing this year was also a contributory factor, it is clear that the 
participation of front-running British drivers is a major crowd-puller 
for our own Grand Prix. The only cloud on the horizon is the vexing 
question of where we are going to find the successors to our current 
British aces, for a glance at the Formula 2 and Formula 3 reports in this 
issue reveals that both these nursery categories are presently subject to 
unprecedented domination by young men from France and Italy. . 

AUTOSPORT has seen this problem coming, and has frequently made 
appeals for British efforts to bring on the careers of the young motor 
racing talent of these islands. Before this can happen, of course, the 
talent must be revealed, and it was therefore very pleasing to see 
Derek Daly and Stephen South leading the best F3 field seen in 
Europe this year—and doubly frustrating when they took each other 
off the track. Nevertheless, for the sake of the future, we hope the 
point has been made. 

All in all, the John Player British Grand Prix was not a great race, 
but this was certainly a great meeting. The Formula 1 race was 
dominated by two British drivers, and resulted in an overdue and 
crowd-pleasing victory for a British World Champion. The whole made 
for a most satisfying day for a crowd which was not slow in showing its 
appreciation, and we hope that the example of Silverstone 1977 is 
followed in the future. 


cover picture 


Uisterman John Watson seemed in command of the RAC’s John 
Player British Grand Prix at Silverstone last Saturday, defying the 
challenge of World Champion James Hunt—until the Martini- 
Brabham iet him down, and the latest Marlboro-McLaren went on 
to score its first victory at last. Photo: Jeff Bloxham. Report: page 
22. 
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Full report of the Le Mans style non-champlionship sports car 
race at Paul Ricard—The classic Spa 24 Hours saloon car race— 
René Arnoux defends his European Formula 2 Championship 
lead at Enna—European Rally Championship action from Ger- 
many—Private Ear—ShellSport Mallory—Euro F3 in France—A 
closer look at the world of rallycross* 
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Purley’s condition 


improving slowly 


Following David Purley’s dreadful acci- 
dent at Silverstone last week, Mike 
Earle, Team Manager of Lec Racing, 
has asked us to publish a statement on 
the team’s behalf. 

*‘We have received an overwhelming 
number of cards and telegrams follow- 
ing David’s accident last Wednesday, 
and his room looks like a florist’s shop. 
David has always said if you’re going to 
have a bad racing accident, have it in 
England because the care from circuit 
to hospital is the best in the world. On 
David’s behalf, I would like to say 
thank you to everybody who has helped 
him, especially a very, very big thank 
you to the BARC Rescue Unit at 
Becketts. Without doubt, they saved 
David’s life. I would like to thank them 
by name, but in the heat of the mo- 
ment, I did not get their individual 
names. However, we all thank you for a 
truly fantastic job. 

“Northampton General Hospital 
have been marvellous. David has been 
in the Intensive Care Unit since the 
accident and is now beginning to, im- 
prove. Once again, our most sincere 
thanks.” 

We spoke to Mike on Monday about 
David’s injuries. Both his legs are 
broken below the knee, the right being 


the more seriously damaged. His pelvis 
is broken in two places, and he has two 
broken ribs. On Monday he was receiv- 
ing help for his breathing from a respi- 
rator, his lungs having been bruised in 
the accident. 

‘“He’s quite lucid,’”’ said Earle, “‘to 
the extent that on Thursday after- 
noon—the day after it happened—he 
left a message for me to say that the 
keys to the aeroplane were under the 
pilot’s seat! You know, it’s very re- 
markable when you think that car 
stopped from over 100mph in just 26 
inches—the extent to which the car was 
shortened. Someone calculated the 
forces to which David was momentarily 
subjected were getting towards 100G, 
so really we are pleased at the way the 
monocoque stood up to the impact.” 

Mike then confirmed that a second 
car, already well on the way, would be 
completed, as planned originally. No 
decision had yet been taken, however, 
as to whether the car would be raced 
pending Purley’s return, or merely used 
for testing purposes. 

We feel sure that all AUTOsSPORT 
readers will join us in wishing one of the 
country’s most popular drivers a quick 
and complete recovery. 


Ensign’s Silverstone 
engine problems 


Last weekend was, of course, a miser- 
able one for Clay Regazzoni, who failed 
to make the race with his Ensign. 
Throughout the meeting, Clay said he 
was happy with the handling but not so 
with his engine. We timed the cars 
through various corners during prac- 
tice, and the blue Ensign was usually 
among the ten fastest cars, which seems 
to bear out his comments that it was 
terribly slow in a straight line—the last 
thing you need at Silverstone. A non- 
qualifier for the first time in his career, 
Regazzoni was terribly depressed. But 
it didn’t last. Come the following morn- 
ing, he was in good spirits again. One 
wonders how many other drivers in that 
position would have bothered to stay on 
for the race. 

Inevitably, there have since been 
rumours of a rift between Clay and Mo 
Nunn, so we rang Morris to find out 
how things were between them. ‘The 
* whole weekend was like a bad dream,”’ 
he said, ‘‘but there’s absolutely no truth 
in those rumours at all. He told me at 
the start of practice that the car felt 
Detter, more balanced, than at any time 
since he’s been driving it, but that the 
engine was hopeless. The problem is 


Clay—not downhearted. 


that we only have one good engine. We 
used that at Anderstorp and Dijon, and 
there wasn’t time for Cosworth to ser- 
vice it before Silverstone. And now 
they are on holiday at Cosworths, of 
course, SO we won’t be able to use it in 
Germany either, unfortunately. 

“The engine we ran last weekend was 
in the car at Long Beach, and Clay 
complained about it there. We had it 
rebuilt by Cosworth, put it in the car for 
Zolder and it did 27 miles and then 
blew up. After that, it was rebuilt 
again, with new everything apart from 
the left-hand cylinder heads—eight 
grand’s worth! But at Silverstone it was 
still poor. I’d be surprised if it’s giving 
much more than 440bhp. Anyway, 
we’re off to Germany this week for 
some testing. I’ve got nothing but re- 
spect for Clay. He’s amazingly patient 
and works so well for us.’’ 

Inevitably, of course, there were 
various remarks about Regazzoni’s fail- 
ure to qualify—especially as Patrick 
Tambay qualified his Ensign easily, first 
time out. ‘I was really delighted with 
Patrick,”’ said Mo, “but there’s no 
doubt he had more horsepower. But 
what do you make of it? I mean, his 
engine had just been rebuilt by John 
Judd, but the last time it raced was at 
Nivelles in 1974, when Vern Schuppan 
was driving for us!’ 

Recently there has been a lot of 
speculation in the States that Regazzoni 
was seriously thinking in terms of going 
USAC racing full-time next year, get- 
ting out of F1 for good. “I don’t think 
that’s right. I want to keep Clay for next 
season, and he’s told me he wants to 
stay. Mind you, I’m sure he’ll do Indy 
and a few others.”’ 

Finally, whatever happened to the 
new DEV they were going to buy with 
money from the Clay Regazzoni Fan 
Club in Switzerland? “Oh, the money 
arrived all right, but Cosworths can’t 
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Heyer: Escort to DFV. .. . 


Heyer’s ATS 
in Germany 


The ATS team is to run both ex-Penske 
PC4s at Hockenheim in the German 
Grand Prix. As usual, Jean-Pierre 
Jarier will drive the number one car, 
and his team-mate for this one race will 
be Hans Heyer, the Zakspeed Escort 
driver. Heyer has long been a star of 
German saloon car racing, of course, 
and has also shown well in a Porsche 
935 on occasion, but this will be his very 
first single-seater drive. Apparently, he 
has long had an obsession with driving 
an F1 car, and now comes his oppor- 
tunity. Heyer is to be sponsored at 
Hockenheim by Mampe, a Berlin- 
based liqueur company, and the deal, 
for the moment, is strictly for one race 
only. 

Currently it is thought that Hans 
Binder will drive the second PC4 at the 
Osterreichring, Zandvoort and Monza. 


Dry sump for 
Jaguar soon 


British Leyland hope that their team of 
Group 2 Jaguars will be dry-sumped by 
the time they next appear, at Zand- 
voort in a fortnight’s time. It is said that 
Ralph Broad feels that this is a little 
premature, that more time should be 
taken over such a radical step in order 
to get it right... . 


DFV for Guy’s 
G8 March 


SheliSport International series leader 
Guy Edwards is in the process of having 
a 3-litre Ford-Cosworth DFV Formuis 
1 engine fitted to his Titis’MD< 
Group 8 March 751, and the car will ram 
in this form for the rest of Ge 


Guy has fermeriy used ome of Ge 
Ford Essex 3.4-litre V6 engines = ee 
won one of the 1977 ShelfSport races, at 
Snetterton. Consistent finishes im the 
top three have given Edwards 2 one 
poimt lead im the champsonship over 
Tony Trimmer, but Edwards feels that 
he must have more power if he is to 
fend off the strong challenge now being 
made by the Kentish driver, who of 
course uses a pukka Formula 1 Surtees 
TS19. 


@ One of the more interesting rumours 
at Silverstone suggested that Ligier will 
quit Grand Prix racing at the end of the 
year, and that Jacques Laffite and Ge- 
rard Ducarouge will move to 


Renault... 


equal, but 


The Renault retired last Saturday with a broken Speenera: It didn’t last long, but 
the team were e happy to quality: Give them time. 
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South’s 
escape 


Twenty-five year old Harrovian Ste- 
phen South became involved in a nasty 
crash on Saturday while dicing for the 
lead of Silverstone’s Formula 3 final 
with Dublin-born Derek Daly. 

The Irishman had baulked every at- 
tempt by the March driver to overtake 
for 14 of the race’s 20 laps, but then 
found his Derek McMahon Chevron 
sliding rather too sideways at the tight 
Becketts corner. South went immedi- 
ately to the inside and moved alongside 
to overtake before the left-hander at 
Chapel. Rather than stay on the outside 
line (and therefore have the better 
approach to Stowe), Stephen elected to 
cut across the Irishman’s bows and 
block any posssible desperate attempt 
by Daly to repass. Derek, however, had 
no intention of letting South get away 
with it, and he refused to lift off the 
throttle. 

Anders Olofsson, who was following 
some lengths behind, could not place 
the blame on either driver, saying that 
in his opinion Stephen need not have 
cut in front of Derek, but equally that 
Derek could have eased off and avoid- 
ed the incident. 5 


Whatever, the two cars touched and 
the Team BP March suddenly turned 
turtle and disappeared upside-down 
into the fields. The car was severely 
damaged, and when marshals arrived to 
extract South they reported that they 
found the roll-over bar broken cleanly 
away, and the driver unconscious. 


Stephen was delicately removed from 
the car and whisked away to hospital 
for observation on injuries which, at 
first, appeared to be quite serious. 
Various rumours circulated the pad- 
dock, but it was learned late in the day 
that he was being discharged with, 
amazingly, no broken bones. On Sun- 
day he was still feeling dazed and very 
sore about the body and arms, and also 
had a large swelling over one eye. This, 
apparently, is now subsiding, and Ste- 
phen should be OK after a period of 
rest. Good news indeed. 


Derek Daly, meanwhile, finished in 
eighth place but was summoned to a 
Stewards Meeting afterwards to give a 
full report. This was duly considered, 
along with those of the observers and 
marshals, and it was decided that no 
further action need be taken. 


tremely fortunate, 


Ertl splits 
with Hesketh 


Harald Ertl was at Silverstone last 
week, but not to drive his usual Heyco- 
sponsored Hesketh 308E. The deal is 
no more. Harald told us that Heyco 
were dissatisfied with the service their 
driver had been receiving from Hes- 
keth, and had decided to pull out. 
Would he take the Heyco money to 
another team? ‘‘What car is available?” 
said Ertl, “I can’t think of anything. 
No, I think I will concentrate on F2 and 
saloon cars for the rest of this year, and 
spend some time putting together an F1 
deal for next year.” 


South—ex 


Ashley quits 


F3—again 


Ian Ashley has finally given up his drive 
in the works development F3 Lola T570 
after a string of inauspicious results so 
far this season. Ian’s best result came a 
couple of weeks ago at his local Lin- 
colnshire track, Cadwell Park, where 
he finished seventh having started from 
the second row of the grid. At Silver- 
stone last weekend, Ian qualified to- 
wards the back of the grid, realised the 
futility of it all and scratched from the 
race. Rumour has it that he may be 
returning to F1 in the near future... . 


Henton tests 
the Stanley 


Due to test the Stanley-BRM earlier 
this week was Brian Henton—the fifth 
man to do so this year. Brian, who sadly 
failed to qualify his privately entered 
March at Silverstone last weekend, has 
been offered the Steamer for Hocken- 
heim, it seems, but hopes to run the 
March again at the Osterreichring. 

In the meantime, Conny Andersson, 
who did his best to qualify the P207 at 
Jarama, Zolder, Anderstorp and 
Dijon, is out of a drive. At the begin- 
ning of the year, the Swede was hopeful 
of arranging a drive in the second 


i Hesketh. For one reason or another, 


this never materialised, but now, with 
Harald Ertl gone from the team, Conny 
would like to reopen negotiations. 


Below: Henton tried really hard to qualify his March at Silverstone but missed out im 
the end. Bottom: Andy Sutcliffe did a good job, considering his long absence, but the 


Baty March never looked like qualifying. 
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Left: Just as well they didn’t say 5pm. . . . The lighthearted ‘“‘guaranteed until 3pm Saturday” message on Andretti’s DFV on Friday night. Right: Guy Edwards was the latest 
to try to qualify the Stanley-BRM. He found the car’s brakes excellent, thought it an easy car to place accurately, but was not impressed with its power or traction. 
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At Silverstone, Jacques Laffite was presented with a painting of his winning Ligier at 
Anderstorp. The presentation was made by John Player Team Lotus number one, 
Mario Andretti, the man who lost the race right at the end. 


F2 drive for 
Ghinzani? 


The only non-starter of any real conse- 
quence from the star-studded entry at 
the Vandervell Products Formula 3 race 
at Silverstone last weekend was the 
current European Championship leader 
Piercarlo Ghinzani, although the rea- 
son for his absence was never really 
made clear. 

Some said that he had recently con- 
cluded a deal to contest next season’s 
European Formula 2 Championship 
and had, therefore, nothing to gain 
from this meeting; whereas a defeat 
may have proved a trifle embarrassing. 
Others opined that, due to the recent 
collapse of the English side of the 
AFMP-Euroracing concern, the ap- 
pearance of the Italian half of the 
operation might have posed legal 
difficulties. 

@ Following their disastrous accident 
at Silverstone last week, Lassman Engi- 
neering say they will not be able to 
continue racing. their Mini 1275 GT in 
future Tricentrol Gi races unless 
further sponsorship is found. 

@ Last Friday morning, Ken Tyrrell 
bet Patrick Depailler a thousand francs 
that the Renault wouldn’t qualify for 
the British Grand Prix. ... 


catchpole Sree 


THIS NEW GP TURBO RENAULT 
1S VERY INTERESTING , TOGO 
SO FAST FIRST TIME, WHAT THEY 
NEED Now |S A DRIVER WITH... 


@ At a lively dinner-dance at North- 
ampton’s Saxon Inn hotel last Thurs- 
day, Cosworth Engineering celebrated 
their 100th Grand Prix victory by enter- 
taining their 170 employees and their 
guests. Among Keith Duckworth’s 
guests were Jackie Stewart, Mario 
Andretti and Emerson Fittipaldi from 
the ranks of the drivers, and Ken 
Tyrrell, Colin Chapman and Teddy 
Mayer for the constructors. The speak- 
ers were Stewart, Ford’s Walter Hayes 
and of course Duckworth himself, all of 
whom paid tribute to the unsurpassed 
standards of engineering which the 
people at Cosworth have maintained 
during the DFV era. All the firm’s 
employees were presented with delight- 
ful scale model DFV engines, cast in 


pewter. 


@ Twenty-four-year-old Londoner Ian 
Grob, drove extremely well in the 
Vandervell F3 race last Saturday and 
but for brake failure in the final would 
have finished at least fourth. Ian 
finished second in his heat on Friday 
and was awarded the APG Driver of 
the Day award for his fine effort. 


@ The G6 World Sports Car Cham- 
pionship round scheduled for Hocken- 
heim on September 4, has been can- 
celled. Apparently, only six major races 
each year are permitted at Hocken- 
heim, and the arrival of the German 
Grand Prix has meant the end of the G6 
race. 


@ In Europe, Group 6 racing may be 
dying on its feet, but there is still 
interest in it over the water. It seems 
that four. American circuits, Mosport, 
Watkins Glen, Mid-Ohio and River- 
side, are interested in staging a four- 
race series for G6 cars next year. They 
are hopeful of attracting Alfa Romeo, 
Porsche, Renault-Alpine, Mirage etc. 
If the idea comes to fruition, the series 
will be sanctioned by IMSA, mercifully, 
and not the SCCA. 


@ Next weekend’s endurance race at 
Paul Ricard in the south of France will 
follow the lead set by Le Mans, with 
non-championship status and participa- 
tion by both Group 5 and Group 6 
teams, and a mixed field of cars includ- 
ing G6 Alfa Romeos and Alpines and 
GS Porsches will be taking part. Main 
British interest comes from the works 
Ultramar/Rizla Lola T296 2-litre G6 
car, which will be driven by Ray 
Mallock and (hopefully) John Lepp; 
regular drivers Chris Craft (Spa) and 
Guy Edwards (Mallory) will be busy 
elsewhere. 


@ The Unser family is synonymous 
with the legendary Pike’s Peak hill- 
climb, both Bobby and AI winning it in 
their time, preceded by their Uncle 
Louie. Now, in this year’s event, the 
younger generation figures, for Bobby’s 
son, Bobby Jr, finished second in his 
Chevy. 


The green, green grass of home. Mario finished up in the wheat last Thursday 
avoiding another of Vittorio’s spins. . 


THAT TYPE OF CAR. 


..» LOTS AND LOTS OF EXPERIENCE 
OF SORTING OUT AND DRIVING 


Au! THERE'S ONLY 
ONE MAN FOR THAT JOB... 


The road to Silverstone last Saturday. As 
85,000 people streamed in, the traffic 
situation was desperate, many people 
abandoning their cars and completing 
the journey on foot. 


James Price, of Redhill, Surrey, is 
the winner of the Silverstone round 
of the Moet et Chandon competi- 
tion. He forecast that James Hunt 
would win, at 130.19mph. In fact, 
James averaged 130.36mph. Weil 
done, Mr Price, your magnum fol- 
lows shortly. 

As with Dijon, it is difficult to 
give you very much help with 
Hockenheim, which was last used 
for F1 back in 1971. However, at 
the F2 race in April, Jochen Mass 
averaged 124.45mph, so add to 
that what you consider reasonable. 
As usual, send your postcards to 
AuTosporT Editorial, Haymarket 
Publishing Ltd, 76 Dean Street, 
London W1A 1BU. We would like 
them not later than Friday, July 29, 
please. 


NEIL Mc GRATH, 


HE'S GOT MORE EXPERIENCE 
WITH RENAULTS THAN ANYONE 


edited by Quentz Sparmns 


After being robbed of victory at Mosport, it came good for Danny Ongais. 


Danny’s first USAC 


Last weekend’s Norton Twin 200 meet- 
ing at Michigan was dominated by the 
Ford-Cosworth DFX powered USAC 
Championship cars, for they qualified 
in the first four places, and the event 
resulted in Danny Ongais’s first USAC 
victory at the wheel of the Ted Field 
sponsored Interscope Parnelli-Ford 
VPJ6B. A third place by Tom Sneva 
with Roger Penske’s latest Norton 
Spirit McLaren-DFX M24 gives him a 
massive lead of almost 1000pts in the 
USAC Citicorp Cup Championship 
series. 

Sneva was driving the latest Penske 
USAC car, giving it its race debut. This 
is the ‘Penske PCS’ which appeared at 
Indy as the team’s back-up car, really a 
McLaren M24 with Penske’s own sus- 
pension. The team, which will take 
delivery of its Dorset-built, all-new 
Penske PC6 USAC car in September, 
was delighted when Sneva put it on the 
pole, with Johnny Rutherford alongside 
with the works/Citicorp McLaren M24, 
and the two Parnellis of Al Unser and 
Ongais sharing the second row. Howev- 
er, Sneva ran fourth early on, a couple 
of seconds down on the leading trio of 
Rutherford-Unser-Ongais. Parnelli 
hopes took a knock when Ongais spun 
out of second place on the 41st lap, and 
shortly afterwards Unser retired. 

Rutherford dominated the lead, but 
Ongais recovered to pass Sneva, and 
took over the lead at around three- 
quarters distance. But the complexion 
of the race changed radically during the 
last five of the 100 laps. 

On lap 95, Rutherford was forced to 
make a late fuel stop under a green flag. 


Ee | 


He should have waited one more lap, 
for on lap 96 there was suddenly a 
yellow, signifying that Wally Dallen- 
bach had spun his DGS-powered Wild- 
cat. The field closed up, with Ongais 
leading from Gordon Johncock in the 
other Wildcat, and the yellow stayed 
out until the end of the 99th lap. The 
chase to the line was a desperate one, 
but the Hawaiian held on to claim 
victory by just 0.87sec from Johncock, 
with Rutherford and Sneva also in the 
leading bunch in third and fourth 
places. 

Larry Dickson and Rick Mears 
finished fifth and sixth with their Offen- 
hauser-engined M16C McLarens, on 97 
and 96 laps respectively. Steve Krisiloff 
(Eagle-Offy) was seventh, and Dallen- 
bach, Spike Gelhausen (McLaren) and 
Pancho Carter in the works Jorgensen 
Steel Eagle completed the top ten. 


Bobby Unser retired the Cobre Tire 
Romlin Lightning at half-distance with 
steering trouble, while Indy winner A. 
J. Foyt never even made the start with 
the Gilmore Coyote, which broke a 
couple of halfshafts during qualifying. 


The double-feature Michigan meet- 
ing also included a 100-lap, 200-mile 
round of USAC’s own stock car cham- 
pionship, which was narrowly won by 
Dave Marcis at the wheel of Roger 
Penske’s short-track Chevrolet. A few 
seconds down on Marcis, Gary 
Bowscher just held off Terry Ryan for 
second place, both also driving Chev- 
rolets, while two more Chevs driven by 
Ramo Stott and Ron Hutcherson were 
fourth and fifth a lap down. 


Se 
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Petty closesup 


on Yarborough 


Round 17 on the hectic NASCAR 
Grand National schedule in the USA 
was the Nashville 420, run last Saturday 
evening over 420 laps of the Tennessee 
0.6-mile oval. The race resulted in a 
third 1977 season victory for Darrell 
Waltrip for the Gatorade Chevrolet 
team, and a second place by the hard- 
charging Richard Petty brought the 
STP Dodge driver within two points of 
championship leader Cale Yarborough. 


Pole position went to Benny Parsons 
with the DeWitt Racing Citicorp Chev- 
rolet, and Parsons led the first 32 laps; 
then, however, his Chev lost a wheel. 
Benny got round to the pits, dropping 
out of contention, and later on he 
crashed out of the race altogether. 
Waltrip took over the lead, and during 


the race led for about two-thirds of ie 
distance. 

Petty, as usual nowadays, was@ 
at the front of the field, but he lost Saas 
on the leader with an extra pitstap ioe 
fresh tyres, and finished two laps aay 
in second place. Bobby Allison was ais 
well in the hunt early on, but his AMC 7 
Matador dropped away to finish third. 
also on 418 laps. 

Yarborough, who dominated the ear- 
ly part of the GN season, lost four laps 
early on with a cut tyre, and was able to 
make up only one lap with his Holly 7 
Farms Chevrolet to finish in fourth 
place on 417 laps. Dick Brooks (Trux- 
more Ford Torino) picked up fifth place 
(416 laps) after yet another consistent 
run, while Buddy Baker was sixth with 
the Norris Industries Ford on 413 laps. 


Rosberg rules at 
Westwood Atlantic 


In the absence (at Silverstone) of reign- 
ing champion Gilles Villeneuve, 
Finland’s Keijo Rosberg won the latest 
round of the Labatt Challenge Can- 
adian Formula Atlantic Championship, 
held last Sunday on the 1.8-mile 
Westwood circuit in western Canada. 
Villeneuve’s seat in the Direct Film 
March 77B was taken by none other 
than works March Formula 2 driver 
Bruno Giacomelli, but the Italian non- 
started after his clutch broke on the 
warm-up lap. 


American Howdy Holmes qualified 
the Doug Shierson March on the pole at 
1m 2.26s, while Rosberg was second 
fastest with the Fred Opert Chevron 
B39 (1:2.34) ahead of Bill Brack in his 
STP-backed Shierson March (1:2.79), 
21-year-old Kevin Cogan with his Ralt 
(1:3.11), Bobby Rahal in his Jim Mor- 
gan Racing ex-Villeneuve March 
(1:3.14), Price Cobb in his March 77B 
(1:3.20) and Tom Gloy in his Rick Shea 
prepared March 76B (1:3.25). Giaco- 
melli could not get on with the Dave 
Morris 77B, complaining of excessive 
understeer during the first practice ses- 
sion, which was the only one held in the 
dry. He qualified in 1:3.33, eighth 
fastest. 


Rosberg took the lead at the start of 


Keke Rosberg’s win at Westwood last Sunday moved him into the lead of the Labatt Challenge Atlantic series. 
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the 57-lap race, and he and Holmes 
broke away. The Chevron and Mare& 
ran nose-to-tail for the first 26 laps, but 
Rosberg very definitely had the better 
of the backmarkers, pulling out a lead 
of 2$secs on the 28th lap, and making & 
Ssecs as he lapped more of the slower 
cars on the 30th lap. Holmes was badly 
delayed, but once past the slowest of 
the backmarkers he settled into a hard 
chase to get back up there, only to 
retire with head gasket failure on lap 
35: 

Rahal ran third early on, but was 
passed by a dice between Brack and 
Cogan on lap 14, and after Holmes’s 
disappearance he ran fourth under 
intense pressure from Cobb. This battle 
was resolved when Cobb tried to get by 
Rahal on the inside at Westwood's 
hairpin, and the two Marches collided: 
Cobb retired on the spot with broken 
left rear suspension, while Rahal had to 
make a pitstop with a damaged rear 
wing. j 

The young American driver Geoff 
Wood, driving yet another BDN- 
powered March 77B, inherited fifth 
place, defending it with a will from 
Villeneuve’s regular team-mate in the 
Direct Film team, Richard Spenard. On 
the 34th lap, Spenard made a big effort 
to get past, but his March ran over the 
top of Wood’s similar car; the tubs of 
both cars were badly damaged in the 
ensuing accident but neither driver was 
hurt. . 

After all this drama, the race ran out 7 
in rather processional style, Rosberg 4 
winning with ease in his contracepiwe- 7 
sponsored Chevron, with Brack Sisecs 
down in second place, and Coge= 
another 7secs away in third, the Get 
three the only cars to complete ie 
distance. Fourth place—his best result 
of the series so far—went to Kiwi Dawad 
Oxton in Alan McCall’s Tui, ahead of 
Gloy, John Norman (March 76B), vert 
eran driver Marcel Talbot (March 77B) 
and Carl Liebich (Lola T460). Two laps 
down, Steve Saleen brought his 765 
into ninth place in front of the delayed 
Rahal. 

Before his retirement, Holmes estab- 
lished the fastest lap of the race in im 
2.94s (104.imph), a new outright circuit 
record. The next round of the Labatt 
series is scheduled for Halifax on the 
east coest om August 7 


Spa G1 


There will be a big contingent of British 
drivers taking part in next weekend’s 
classic 24-hour race for Group 1 saloon 
cars at Spa. Five of the Tricentrol Ford 
Capris are going, four entered by the 
Gordon Spice Group (with Gordie him- 
self, Chris Craft, Derek Bell, Peter 
Clarke, Vince Woodman and Jonathan 
Buncombe among the drivers), and one 
by Hermetite for Les Blackburn/Brian 
Robinson/Han Akersloot. Tom Wal- 
kinshaw and Richard Lloyd will share 
one of the Luigi BMW 530i entries, 
with Gilbert Greenall, Jean Xhenceval, 
Pierre Dieudonné and Umbert Grano 
also on the team’s strength. Patrick 
Neve will drive one of the Kinley/Cas- 
trol 530i cars with Alain Peltier, and 
Jeremy Nightingale appears«in a Ford 
Euro Motor Capri. 

In the 2$-litre class, Rex Green- 
slade/Ian Marshall/Matthew Argenti 
share an Alfa GTV, Jeff Allam/Andrew 
Major/Mike Smith a Magnum and 
David Palmer/John Markey their 
Mazda, while Gerry Marshall will co- 
drive a DTV Magnum with Australian 
saloon ace Peter Brock; Bernard Unett 
will drive a 1600cc Avenger. David 
Purley was to have taken part in a VW 
Scirocco at Spa, but naturally this will 
not now happen. Full report next week. 


Stirling Moss (above) and Roy Salvadori 
in the cockpits of their Historic Racing 
cars at Silverstone last Saturday after- 
noon. Report: page 41. 


@ Mercedes are sending six cars, 
Porsche and Alfa Romeo three each 
and there are many private entrants. 
Mercedes back in racing after all? No, 
it’s a meeting to celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the Nurburgring, and it 
takes place on August 14 at the famous 


Thanks to the weather conditions at Zolder, accurate lap-charting of the Belgian Grand Prix proved almost impossible. Usually, of 
course, we publish Norah Tyrrell’s chart, but on that occasion she felt it really wasn’t worth using, and as the official charts were 
ed none appeared in the magazine that week, to the disappointment of many readers who like to keep complete records of all 
rands Prix. : 
We are, however, indebted to reader John Gregory, of Nottingham, who attended the race, spectating from a spot opposite the 
pits entrance. John sent us his lap-chart, and after checking it through, we are satisfied with its accuracy. Alan Phillips has done 
his usual elegant job, and we are pleased to publish it this week. 
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Group 1 at Silverstone. Above: Unipart March-Triumph F3 driver Tiff Needell had a 
spell in Tony Dron’s victorious Dolomite Sprint. Below: Westune’s Alfasud Sprint 
made its competition debut in the hands of John Myerscough. Report: page 42. 
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@ Worcestershire driver Bob Marsland 
finished second in the recent Luxem- 
bourg Trophy race at Colmat-Berg for 
2-litre sports cars. Marsland, who for 
this race discarded his Interserie Rich- 
ardson 1400cc turbo in favour of a 
Richardson-prepared BDG, made fas- 
test lap in practice and would almost 
certainly have won had he not been 
held up at the start of the 15-lap (26- 
mile) race by the pace car. It was an 
Indy start, but the pace car failed to pull 
off quick enough, severely hampering 
all those cars in the right-hand column. 
This gave the Swiss driver Rudi Jauslin, 
who headed the left-hand file, the op- 
portunity he needed and he led from 
start to finish in his Schnitzer-BMW 
Marsland cut back 
through the field to finish a close 
second. 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
POSITIONS 


Citicorp NASCAR Grand National Champion- 
ship (after 17 rounds): 1, Cale Yarborough, 
2790pts; 2, Richard Petty, 2788; 3, Benny Parsons, 
2505; 4, Darrell Waltrip, 2500; 5, Buddy Baker, 2346; 
6, Dick Brooks, 2047. , 

Citicorp CanAm Championship (after three 
rounds): 1, Patrick Tambay, 36pts; 2, Peter Gethin, 
29; 3, Don Breidenbach, 27; 4, Elliott Forbee- 
Robinson, 26; 5, Tom Klausler, 22; 6, John Gunn 
and David Briggs, 15; etc. 

CHicorp Cup USAC Championship Trail (efter 
nine rounds): 1, Tom Sneva, 3020pts; 2, A. J. Foyt, 
2040; 3, Wally Dallenbach, 2025; 4, Johnny 
Rutherford, 1800; 5, Gordon Johncock, 1750; 6, Al 
Unser, 1610. 

Labatt Challenge Canadian Formula Atiantic 
Championship (after three rounds): 1, Keljo 
Rosberg, 78pts; 2, Bobby Rahal, 60; 3, Bi" Brack, 
55; 4, Gilles Villeneuve, 54; 5, Price Cobb, 49; 6, 
Kevin Cogan, 44; etc. 

Tarmac British Recing Championship (after 
July 16/17): 1, James Hunt, 158pts; 2, Tony 
Trimmer, 88; 3, Guy Edwards, 87; 4, Alan Jones, 84; 
5, Val Musetti, 73; 6, John Watson, 70; 7, Peter 


TS 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opmuons 


Ignored lesson 


It would appear that the lessons to be learned 
from Tom Pryce’s tragic accident have not been 
heeded. 

During the Group 8 race at Oulton Park on 
July 9, a middle-aged official, who was wearing 
no protective clothing, lumbered across the 
track laden with a heavy fire extinguisher. This 
took place in front of the pits, which is a very 
fast section of the track, and about 150yds from 
a blind corner. 

I consider that this action was inexcusable 
and raises serious questions about the standard 
of marshalling. 
FORMBY, LIVERPOOL 


Lauda’s line 


During practice for the John Player Grand Prix, 
my friends and I were in one of the Woodcote 
stands with a direct view along the pits straight. 
From here we were able to see the rear view of 
all the cars as they headed for Copse, including 
the fiery bursts from the Renault’s exhausts. 

While. timing several cars, it soon became 
obvious ‘to us that most were using one line 
along the straight, while there was one driver 
who appeared to be driving an unusual course. 
This driver was Niki Lauda, who obviously 
knew what he was doing and who we knew was 
putting ini some very fast times. 

Most drivers would sweep onto the kerb 
exiting the Woodcote chicane and then keep 
right down the left-hand side of the straight 
before turning into Copse. Lauda, however, 
would clip the kerb and then swoop into the 
centre of the track, before darting back quickly 
to the left and turning the Ferrari into Copse on 
the same line as the others. This manoeuvre 
would be repeated on every lap, whether he 
was in traffic or out on his own, and was 
performed in two long gentle arcs and aut with 
a snappy movement. 

This unusual behaviour prompted me into 
wondering whether he was deliberately missing 
the new tarmac filling laid down the outside of 
the straight, or whether Niki has found a demon 
way of driving the Ferrari which did not apply 
to any other car. Reutemann, incidentally, was 
not using the same line. 

I tend to think that maybe Niki has found out 
something special by using what I would imag- 
ine to be a time-wasting line, but which certain- 
ly did not seem to hinder his fast times as 
proved by his grid position. ._ 

POOLE, DORSET BRUCE GRANT-BRAHAM 


I feel I must respond through your columns to 
the article in last week’s Sports Extra concerning 
the “impeachment” of Dick Wallinger at 
Brands Hatch. 

Your reporter’ s heart-rending story gave 
guch:a false impression of the proceedings that I 
can only guess at his source of information, but 
for those who are interested here are some true 
facts. 

First, the engine which Dick blew up in 
practice was the same engine which Cliff Watts 
used in practice for the 1000cc race. It does not 
take a genius, therefore, to notice a “credibility 
gap”’ regarding who was using which engine and 
when. 

Secondly, your reporter suggests that my 
protest was a “sour grapes” affair, which is not 
the case. My protest came about because the 
officials of the meeting were unwilling to en- 
force their own championship regulations 
(which I didn’t make) in a situation which they, 
and everyone else concerned, were aware of 
beforehand, and which had arisen on at least 
two previous occasions to my knowledge. 

Finally, had your reporter bothered to refer 
to the official practice times he would have 
discovered that Dick’s best practice lap was 
53.6s (not 52.6s); not that it really matters, 


JOHN ROWLANDS 


because as your report suggests when Dick’s 
‘big’? engine (the one he used in practice!?) is 
repaired he should be able to decimate Rob 
Mason’s record. But wait a minute—Mason’s 
record is for cars up to 1000cc. . . . Here we go 
again: it is too much for me, readers, draw your 
own conclusions. 
BIRMINGHAM 


Jumping ahead! 


With reference to Peter Newton’s comment in 
Special Stage on the Jim Clark Rally, and in 
particular to the alleged jump start of Pentti 
Airikkala and Colin Francis on that rally, the 
Welsh Association has recently published a 
Code of Practice for Special Stage Events in 
which the following instructions are given for 
stage starts: 

“Start Marshals should be instructed to com- 
plete documentation and agree it with the 
competitor at least 15 seconds before his start 
time, otherwise he should be given a later time. 
If there is sufficient time, competitors should be 
warned at 30 seconds, 20 seconds, and at 10 
seconds. At the 10 second warning the start 
marshal will walk to the front of the car. At five 
seconds to go, five fingers will be held up and 
the flag will be lowered. At zero the flag will be 
quickly raised. Seconds will not be individually 
counted down. Competitors who jump start will 
be noted on the control check sheet, and 
indicating by how much the start has been 
jumped.”’ 

This method was first used on the BBC Wales 
TV Rally Sprint at Esgair Dafydd and had 
proved successful. 

We would disagree with the RAC proposals 
in the January 1977 Motor Sport Club News 
“that all special stage starts be given by holding 
a flag in front of the windscreen and raising it at 
the off,”’ in that it could be very off-putting to 
some drivers to have the national flag draped a 
foot or so from their eyes, particularly at night 
when their eyes would have to quickly re-adjust 
to the change in intensity of light. With the 
RAC system the start marshal, having to stand 
so close to the car, isin some danger of being 
struck by the swinging rear end of the car, and 
we would recommend that the marshal stand 
two or three yards in front of the car and well to 
the side, to give the starting signal. 

Personally I feel that the sooner a standard 
start procedure is made mandatory the better it 
will be for competitors and organisers alike, 
and we shall recommend to the RAC Rallies 
Sub-Committee that the Welsh Association 
procedure be adopted. 


DAVID SMITH 


RON SUMMERFIELD 
General Secretary, 
Welsh Association of Motor Clubs 


Many hands... 


In his excellent profile of Bjorn Waldegard 
(July 14), Graham Robson described the 
former’s 1973 RAC Rally accident as “‘back- 
wards into trees, engage first gear and drive 
out’. He might be interested in a fuller account 
from an eye-witness, since there was rather 
more to it than that. 

It was on the last day, a frosty fine morning in 
Pickering Forest. Bjorn was lying second, as I 
recall, and was certainly trying hard in the 
BMW 2002 as he entered a tightening left- 
hander about a mile from the start, a bend 
which was to catch out many drivers because of 
a combination of icy conditions and a change of 
surface. He did indeed go off backwards, fairly 
fast, the car rolling and bouncing off trees down 
a steep bank until it came to rest, upside down 
and with the front roof flattened, about 15ft 
below the road. Bjorn got out, and took one 
look at the car and its position; it seemed 
hopeless, and he_ resigned himself to 
retirement. 


That broken BMW at the stage finish. pois 


all pointing the right way, and that, if a mere 
half-dozen fairly small trees could be removed, 
it might be possible for the spectators to drag 
the car down the slope to a track. another 15ft 
below, and put it back on its wheels. We 
therefore set about this, Russell going off to 
look for a saw while I got a heaving-gang 
organised, in the face of considerable opposi- 
tion from the marshals at that spot. 

The heaving gang was just doing some pre- 
liminary lifting when there was indeed the loud 
crashing of another car coming the same way. 
Alén’s Escort, now in third place. He flew 
backwards and upside down into a tree, which 
made a trunk-shaped crease straight from the 
middle of his back bumper to the rear of his 
roofline, the boot being completely stoved in 
but little other damage being incurred. This 
impact flipped him back on his wheels, and he 
landed facing downhill a few feet from us in a 
position where, by luck, we were able to 
manhandle his car round the trees to the road 
below, with no word to the crew and without 
their getting out, and send him on his way, 
losing only some 20-30secs. 

While this excitement was going on, Russell 
was meanwhile ‘‘borrowing”’ a saw from a farm 
about a mile away, for his pains getting bitten 
by a dog whose teeth were so rotten they left no 
mark! He returned soon after and we sawed 
down the offending mini-trees, dragged out 
Bjorn’s wreck with the help of a Land-Rover, 
and put it back on its wheels. 

It wouldn’t start, but a change of distributor- 
cap put that right, and away Bjorn went. In 
fact, he needed some persuading, since he’d 
already lost the real fight, and to ‘gee him up’ I 
told him he’d still come seventh even with this 
maximum—a pure guess. I was therefore de- 
lighted when he came—seventh! 

I hope you and Graham will forgive this 
reminiscence, but it clearly was not just a 
question of ‘engage first gear!” 
LEIGH, WORCESTER 


Then as now? 


An interim report of the XVeme Rallye des 
Alpes in AUTOSPORT (July 18, 1952) shows 
that it was not only the actual competition 
that caused crews problems. On the run 
down from the Channel ports several crews 
found that the cockpit temperatures engen- 
dered by the exceptional heat of the hottest 
summer known in France for the past 25 
years required desperate measures with tin- 
smiths’ snips to ensure even a bare minimum 
of comfort. Others found that tyres wore 
rapidly, even when the cars were quietly 
driven, and the general opinion is that this 
rally may well be a battle of tyres. . . . Dur- 
ing Soviet record attempts at that time the 
Russian driver, Alexei Ambrosenkov, 
claimed to have covered a flying kilometre at 
109mph in a supercharged 250cc Svezda- 
Salut... . Les Leston won the Circuit of 
Porrentruy Formula 3 race in which he was 
the sole British entrant in his Cooper-Nor- 
ton. Leston’s speed for the 15-lap heat was 
101.5kph and he won the final (10 laps of the 
24 mile circuit) at 99.7kph. He was over 
14secs a lap faster than any of the others and 
6secs a lap faster than the quickest SO0cc 
motorcycie. 


JOHN BROWN 
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The Simpson brothers lifting a wheel in Brechfa... they were ‘there or thereabouts’ all day and consiste 
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ncy, together with puncture avoidance, won them the rally. 


The Brothers | 


Consistency wins the day for the Simpsons—Halfshaft failure robs Malcolm Wilson—Superb drive from David 


Stokes—Kaby untouchable in Group One—Rally marred by organisational difficulties—Report: PETER 
NEWTON—Photography: TONY NORTH. 


Nigel Rockey presses on through the final stage with the offside rear puncture which cost him the rally. In all he collected five punctures, a bent axle and six broken wheels. 


EGGUSVEAR 
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Without resortimg t2 wite clichés such as 
“that’s rallying’’ it's emily too easy to ponder 
the alternative fates of the first four drivers 
on last Saturday’s ATS Eppynt Stages. In 
alphabetical order, the case of Paul Faulk- 
ner appears first on the list for review. He 
dominated the morning in commanding 
style, taking a 34 second lead after the first 
four stages in Brechfa forest, then rolled 
the car onto its roof two stages later losing 
1m20s, and on the seventh test (identical to 
SS6 and using the same watch for timing 
purposes) was not even given a time. Feel- 
ing reasonably confident that these two 
very short tests would subsequently be 
cancelled (since other timing irregularities 
had been observed) but nevertheless deter- 
mined to make the issue irrelevant, Paul 
continued at unabated pace. At lunch with- 
out a stage cancellation, he found himself 
30 seconds behind Nigel Rockey. Attempt- 
ing to recoup some of that deficit on the 
longest test of the rally, an eight mile 
‘driver’s stage’ in Brechfa, Paul went off 
the road for just over half-a-minute, and 
dropped out of contention, finally finishing 
54 seconds in arrears after a drive that had 
promised so much more. 

Nigel Rockey never achieved really com- 
petitive times until the afternoon session 
owing to braking problems which he has 
been experiencing since the Scottish. He 
also lost his rear brakes entirely on the 
fourth test in Brechfa, took a wrong turn- 
ing there in the afternoon, and suffered 
three punctures in the morning, two after 
lunch. The last of these, which cost him 
over half-a-minute, also lost him the rally. 
But in view of all the problems, like six 
broken wheels, and an axle bent at both 
ends, he nevertheless did well to finish 
second overall. 

Meanwhile the Simpson brothers had 
been putting together a most consistent 
rally. They posted times among the top five 
crews on 12 out of 14 occasions and despite 
two identical indiscretions in the same place 
on the final two stages (which consisted of 
the same route run twice), drove very 
‘straight’, suffered not at all from punc- 
tures, and profited accordingly. 

In a thrilling finale, they fought a most 
dramatic duel with Malcolm Wilson among 
the pines of Brechfa. Ten seconds ahead of 
him at the start of the penultimate stage, 
Geoff made a critical error under extreme 
pressure, stalled but managed to re-start 
instantly and continue. The two then began 
the identical final test exactly level on 
times .. . and Geoff then made the same 
mistake at the same place, almost over- 
revving the engine in his anxiety and frus- 


tration but managing not to stall. He did 


however succeed in blowing-up the tacho- 
meter! It then had to be Malcolm’s rally— 
but for a solitary halfshaft. ... 

Malcolm Wilson so nearly beat them all! 
*“We knew we were there or there abouts’’ 
he said later. After a rally fraught, like 
most people’s, with punctures, Malcolm 
broke a halfshaft three miles into the last 
stage but owing to the fact that it is 
downhill from that point to the finish a 
further three miles on, he was able to coast 
to the end with a little help from the 
differential, losing 39 seconds and finally 
finishing the rally in third place, just one 
second behind Nigel Rockey! 

So much for the situation ‘on the road’. 
The action had barely begun. Timing ano- 
molies on SS7 prompted the organisers to 
delete it from the results at an early date. 
would they therefore also scrub SS6 since it 
was identical, made use of the same watch- 


es and marshals, and at any one time was in 
use by various different competitors tack- 
ling the test either as SS6 or 7 according to 
their positions on the road? The question 
was never satisfactorily answered, although 
it was queried officially. 

Another query was to resolve itself into a 
protest however. It concerned the critical 
final stage, where Nigel Rockey was appar- 
ently forced to stop at a gate closed across 
the track—this despite the fact that neither 
the crews before or after him experienced 
any trouble of this nature. Manned gates 
are of course required in print in the ‘Blue 
Book’, but force majeure prevailed, having 
taken a number of factors into account, and 
the protest was overruled. Results were 
declared final at about 11.30pm. 

Thus the man who had commandingly 
dominated the morning and fought back so 
hard in the afternoon, finished fourth; two 
of his closest rivals finished second and 
third and the most consistent won the day. 
Not the sort of situation one is accustomed 
to witnessing on a short 60-stage-mile 
‘sprint’ rally. 

In reviewing the final outcome there are 
further fascinating permutations. As a mat- 
ter of conjecture, suppose that that protest 
had been upheld. What then? Both Rockey 
and Wilson’s positions would have been 
altered, but the cancellation might have 
created a precedent upon which another 
competitor entirely could have stolen the 
show; for it was on that identical stage 
during the morning, the first of the day, 
that David Stokes acquired a maximum! 
Later that day he was driving at the peak of 
his form and could be said to have pro- 
duced an otherwise rally-winning perfor- 
mance. His times during the afternoon are 
worth close study. David has certainly 
‘arrived’ as one of the fastest men in the 
championship, even if this is emphatically 
not his year. 
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ATS EPPYNT STAGES 


Eppynt and Carmarthen Motor Clubs were faced 
with a seemingly insuperable task two months ago 
when it was jointly agreed by club association chiefs, 
EFG and RSPB to impose a five month ‘ban’ on 
rallying surrounding the Llandrindod Wells and 
southern central forest area. The decision was not 
taken lightly and neither was it taken solely because 
of the domestic habits of the much publicised Red 
Kites which this year have made their home in Nant- 
yr-Hwch forest. The problems have also stemmed 
from the Cheltenham Festival when about 16 com- 
plaints were received (and passed on to the RAC) by 
the organisers—this despite painstaking efforts in 
public relations by Cheltenham MC. The area is so 
vital to special stage rallying that it was deemed 
imprudent to risk further aggravation of a sensitive 
situation and the decision to put forests such as Cwm 
Henog out of bounds is also closely linked with EFG’s 
fire risk period which ends this month. 

These decisions coincided with the final throes of 
route planning for the ATS Stages. The clubs had 
already been denied the use of the ranges themselves, 
Crychan and Halfway forests thanks to military 
operations but had hitherto envisaged 70 stage miles 
comprising only eight stages—a most promising for- 
mat whose arrival in the dustbin prefaced the start of 
problems which manifested themselves on Saturday. 
A fundamental necessity then was to make maximum 
use of what denuded mileage remained open to them, 
and to those ends the club made most intelligent use 
of Brechfa and Esgair Dafydd (Fwng). 

However the need to maximise usage also high- 
lighted fundamental stumbling blocks. The successive 
repetition of stages often requires the use of 30- 
second interval departures to minimise queues and 
general delays, yet it presents obvious problems for 
inexperienced marshals, and with.the clubs being so 
obviously under-manned, often led to minor chaos. 
Glasfynydd demonstrated only too well the situation 
which can develop in such circumstances. At its 
height, cars waiting at the start of the test were 
allocated and re-allocated different start times on no 
jess than three separate occasions as those in front 
fail ed to keep them arbitrarily ascribed ‘dates’, and 
mS put others behind them ‘out of segucace” 


Meanwhile at the finish, commpensors were casually 
beimg given the times for which they asked without 
any argument—Monty Peters even being politely 
asked what time he had recorded so that Faulkner 
could then be credited with that time! All this was 
occurring as competitors, tackling the stage for both 
the first and second runs, intermingled and further 
confused those ‘on duty’. 

The use of Esgair Dafydd was most resourceful, 
but highlighted a situation that (assuming inexper- 
enced marshalling) seems inherent to target timing— 
delay. The plan was to run that well-known uphall 
stage to the T-junction, collect competitors in batches 
of 15 cars, and escort them to the right, towards = 
stage start. This test (Fwng) then looped round and 
returned directly past the T-junction to complete 
another loop, before descending Esgair Dafydd omce 
more, but via the familiar hairpins. It was ingenious 
and thanks to the work of John Henderson and 
others, it seemed to work smoothly, but inevitably & 
aggravated delays already building-up in the system. 
In themselves these hold-ups do not matter that much 
on a one-day national, but over two or more days 
could be chaotic and throw the schedule of a rally, 
and hence its organisational control, into total 
anarchy. 

To be run successfully, a system of target timing 
requires full understanding from stage commanders 
and organisers alike. In effect it is nothing more or 
less than a schedule for each competitor, rather than 
for the event itself, and it is up to the individuals on 
the spot to ensure that the ‘event takes care of itself’. 
All the above is very easily said but its implementa- 
tion is, of course, another matter, especially where 
30-second interval timing, and common routes on 
stages are balanced against problems of dust and 30 
minutes penalty-free lateness. Generally the system 
used was similar to last year’s Cheltenham Festival 
although its hurried implementation left anomolies 
which were still being cleared up just before the start 
(particularly with reference to servicing). 

It was unfortunate that the event suffered from that 
‘rushed job’ feel. Perhaps it was inevitable in the 
circumstances, but joint Clerks-of-the-Course Mike 
Kennet and Dave Thomas did their level best, and 
that they produced a rally at all was a considerable 
feat in the time available. It was-regrettable that amid 
all the hasty re-direction, some public relations work 
along the route had evidently been neglected. One 
hopes that a few small oversights will not further 
prejudice the already delicate situation existing in this 
area. Having said that, the route was still most 
creditable and, with the addition of Halfway and 
Crychan, would have been almost perfect. 


ENTRY 


The Castrol/AuTosPporT championship is very finely 
balanced at present and leading contenders arrived in 
Carmarthen with everything to play for. (In fact the 
first four places on the ATS represent the four 
possible winners of the championship this year, 
Elsmore having forfeited any chance since his new 
block only arrived at AVJ last Wednesday). Tony 
Drummond evidently failed in his ‘negotiations’ with 
a customer in Newcastle and thus did not find a 
suitable vehicle to borrow; but a welcome addition 
was the ebullient Chris Lord, in ‘El Gam the Second’, 
who took over one of the vacant slots just outside the 
top ten (which totally uninformed sources had been 
indicating might contain a works TR7 on the day). 

The stages in prospect were almost without excep- 
tion hard, abrasive and rough. This is in no way 
intended as a criticism of the rally, but it did affect the 
outcome dramatically, especially in view of the lack 
of service available between stages in Brechfa. A 
three week dry spell in this part of Wales (broken, 
ironically, on Sunday) accentuated the rough surface 
to be expected in Brechfa and stage repetition served 
to accentuate tyre wear and puncture susceptibility. 
The group of leading cars which gathered mournfully 
together at the end of the very first stage was itself an 
avid illustration of how easy it was going to be to 
collect flat tyres even with a neat driving style. Some 
of thé wear rates recorded by these crews recalled 
memories of blazing sunshine, razor flints and dust- 
bowl Scottish rallies gone by. Eight miles was on 
more than one occasion sufficient to destroy a set of 
rear M&S! 

Nigel Rockey’s English of Bournemouth supported 
car had been substantially rebuilt for the Jim Clark 
with the latest larger diameter front discs and adjust- 
able hub rear axle. He never solved his braking 
problems on that rally and it took him half of this one 
to arrive at a suitable setting. The reason, he discov- 
ered, was frustratingly simple. The front brakes, with 
their increased pad area, had never bedded-in prop- 
erly, and thus the rears were not doing anything like 
their share of the work. Through persistent expexi- 
mentation with the bias he eventually achieved some 
measure of success, but by then he had bent his new 
axle, possibly a legacy from 2 brush with a log m 
Brechfa 2 which aso geve == tro Sa 
punctures. . - 
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A new Maurice Gomm bodyshell is currently being 
worked-on at Safety Devices on behalf of David 
Stokes. In the meantime he had worked a creditable 
job on his sadly bent ex-Russell Brookes shell which 
had seen better days even before he mingled it with 
the scenery in Belgium. Nigel Mills et al had straight 
ened and trued the chassis as best they could, but the 
body was irrevocably twisted, being as much as two 
inches lower at one front corner than the other . . . if 
it did affect the handling, then it must have been 
beneficial! 

Malcolm Wilson had fitted a new cylinder block etc 
from Terry Hoyle, and George Hill returned to the 
fray with Roger Jones and a much re-welded Martin 
Group Chevette. Extra heavy duty spring straps had 
been fitted along with a softer DTV front anti-roll bar 
since the Jim Clark. This bar does not foul the sump 
guard and helps reduce the understeer. More impor- 
tant were the cracks discovered recently which had 
appeared in the box section enclosing the forward 
rear suspension link mountings. The axle had latterly 
been allowed about an inch of longitudinal freeplay 
on the Jim Clark and a yawning crack had appeared 
under the driver’s seat. The welding had been a 
necessity. George feels that both he and the car “‘have 
a lot more to come’ and it appears to be well on the 
way to becoming fully sorted. This was without doubt 
its most convincing appearance to date. 

Willie Rutherford brought his Mazda TwinCam 
“determined to get a result’’ and Terry Kaby’s almost 
totally rebuilt Dolomite (but still with that long- 
suffering shell!) led the Group One contingent, of 
which beautifully presented RS2000s were outshone 
by the immaculate International Paint A&C Factors 
car driven as usual by Peter Clarke; and the always 
superb-looking Bond of Pocklington/Weeks Trailers 
car driven by Steve Smith. Not to be outdone amid all 
this finery, Bernard Banning had given his Dolomite 
a new coat of paint. It was thus especially sad that the 
car never ran properly even before the start, going 
exceptionally slowly on four cylinders and rather 
slower on three, the crew finally retiring at lunch 
having changed electrics and re-tuned carburettors— 
all to no avail. 


RALLY 


As an opener, four rough tests in Brechfa without 
service was an excellent start, and Paul Faulkner 
emerged a clear leader with-34 seconds over Nigel 
Rockey and Geoff Simpson. Nigel however had been 
badly handicapped by’ driving 24 miles on two flat 
tyres in the second stage, during which he also lost his 
rear brakes when the bleed nipple stripped its thread 
and allowed all the fluid to escape. The unskidded left 
rear caliper was changed at Llanwrda, but already 
Faulkner’s lead was looking secure and Nigel was still 
far from happy with the braking performance. 

The second stage had also accounted for Malcolm 
Wilson being a little out of the picture. While flat-out 
in third gear on a downhill straight, an offside front 
tyre had burst and the resulting wild oscillations of 
the car from one ditch to another and back again, 
must have made an incredible spectacle. Malcolm 
hung on grimly to the steering wheel, wrestling with 
the car’s efforts to take over. In fact he hung on so 
hard that he actually bent a steering wheel spoke, and 
remarked that “I’ve never ever been closer to having 
a massive accident!” He was later to have cause to 
modify that statement on a downhill fresh air hairpin 
in Fwng—but on that occasion, as John Davies 
remarked drily, his language was rather different! , 

Meanwhile David Stokes had coasted silently to a 
halt just half-a-mile before the finish of the first stage. 
One of the latest heavy duty fan belts had snapped 
clean through (he was running a lightweight sump 
guard so a stone might have found its way in) the 
cooling system boiled and David was forced to switch 
off or risk total engine seizure. In times gone by he 
might well have gone home in disgust. Disheartened 
he certainly was, but by no means ready to quit. The 
remainder of the day was spent showing us all who 
should have won the rally. David drove superbly, safe 
and very fast. He must have derived considerable 
satisfaction from those stage times alone and, like 
Terry Kaby, he also proved that Avon Tyres may not 
have the ultimate grip or traction—but then they 
don’t puncture nearly so readily! : 

The Simpsons were thus well placed, although they 
made a tactical error in only taking one spare wheel 
with them through Brechfa. They had a small oil leak 
from the top of the transmission but it proved to be of 
no consequence. Geoff’s recent Bro Myrddin exper- 
iences must have helped their stage times, but the 
Tyreservices car is also highly efficient these days. 
Like David Stokes, Frank Pierson (who ironically 
suffered suspected piston failure on Fwng, thanks to 
weak mixture) looks after their engine and it seems 
both strong and reliable. 
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Top: Terry Kaby was in a class by himself at the weekend, never once being seriously troubled. Above: Willie : 
Rutherford’s Mazda/Ford finished eighth, the driver determined to secure a result. 


In Group One Henry Inurrieta led the chase of 
Terry Kaby, the latter going very quickly as usual but 
feeling ‘‘out of touch’ and lacking in concentration 
following the ‘long’ lay-off since the Hadrian. Henry 
however could make little impression, and when he 
went straight-on at a questionably arrowed hairpin in 
Brechfa East, losing about 17 seconds, Kaby seemed 
totally untouchable. This test involves some very fast 
sequences of sweeping bends which with local know- 
ledge can be taken flat-out. Robert James’ 1600 
Avenger never came out under its own power, the 
driver having been caught out by one of the final 
bends which tightened on him. The car rolled heavily 
into the trees at high speed but miraculously both 
crew members emerged in one piece, although Rob- 
ert sustained a very sore wrist to show for a very 
serious accident. 

With Robert’s dramatic exit, the class was thus left 
in the capable hands of Charlie Wood, back in his 
old-style 1600 Avenger following the ‘two accidents’ 
on the Hadrian (the latter, involving John Cleary, 
destroyed the new 2-litre Europat car). Charlie was 
gradually finding his form again, and he was allowed 
to practise ‘in peace’ since John Lloyd’s car was 
without regular use of second gear all day. 

So to Glasfynydd, where Malcolm Wilson managed 
another puncture and the leader rolled on a very 
loose right-hand bend (one of only two real corners in 
the one-mile stage!). The RS1800 slid tail-first into 
the outside ditch and tipped slowly over on to its roof 
where it was set-upon by a gang of eager watchers 
who righted it so rapidly that Paul managed to trap 
his hand underneath it! One minute and 20 seconds 
ticked by before they charged off once more, but 
their annoyance was somewhat mollified by the chaos 
which greeted them second time around. Surely these 
two ‘Mickey Mouse’ loops would now be scrubbed? 
That same bend which accounted for Faulkner also 
caught out Stokes who nosed into the ditch and put 
the car on its side before it fell back on to the wheels, 
allowing David to continue with the loss of only 10 
seconds. 

The two Esgair Dafydd spectaculars provided en 
excellent viewing amphitheatre prior to luach. 2nd = 


was here that the rally lost Les Barrett who misread 
the latter of a fast left and right esses at the back of 
the Fwng loop and charged the bank, before rolling 
down into the ditch, badly damaging the T. W. 
Robinson Demolition car. It was another sad fact that 
this fine stage proved to ‘cleanable’ by leading crews 
and even with a puncture, Chris Lord, now thorough- 
ly enjoying himself in El Gam II, was only 13 seconds 
over bogey. 

Regrettably, lunch at Abernant Lake was a cur- 
tailed 30-minute affair and any interest in a Group 
One “struggle” evaporated soon after when Henry 
Inurrieta fell over the apex of a downhill right-hand 
bend and plunged into the trees up to the RS2000’s 
tailpipes. Describing the accident later he remarked 
that “Ill have to paint my pedals with different 
colours in future.’”’ Huh? Well, apparently he had 
scrubbed off the excess speed by flinging the car 
sideways, but in doing so it had bounced violently in 
the ruts and flung Henry almost out of his seat, where 
from a position wedged against the door, he pressed 
the clutch rather than the brake, and the RS2000 
toppled inexorably over. Henry is nothing if not 
resourceful, however, and he immediately began 
winching operations with a unit he just happens to 
carry with him. The rope stretching across the track 
did not however amuse Steve Smith who reported 
being forced to stop for the operation, while the rope 
was lowered to let him pass through. 

As the afternoon progressed so the hairline crack in 
the Paul Faulkner’s alternator bracket worsened (it 
had been present from the start), the belt began to 
slip as the heavy unit twisted and the BDA began to 
run hot as the water pump drive failed. In a field at 


‘ Llanwrda, under a pleasant afternoon sun, the hiss of 


the welding torch partially blanked out the frenetic 
O’Sullivan-style babblings from Silverstone. . . . 
John Watson was in the pits for the first time. - . . 
Paul, relaxed and confident, lay 30 seconds behind 
Nigel, there were five stages to go and he was 
determined to wrest those seconds back—just im case. 
As Faulkners senior watched the activities. and 
Robm Turvey poured water over the smouldering 
rebber mounts, 2 wosce fo@ somewhere above the 
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Paul Faulkner in 1 full L ery or on athe heights of E Esgair Dafydd. A superb morning gave way toa depressing fourth overall at pr finish. 


blue flame of the welding torch deflated the tension a 
little ‘‘. . .and you thought all we did was drink gin!” 
SS11 is perhaps the driver’s stage of the rally, eight 
miles of classic fast sweeping bends. Paul, trying very 
hard, chose to go off the track into a left-hand ditch 
on a straight however, the car remorselessly forced 
off line by the corrugations. Like a champagne cork 


the white machine reared out of this ditch and‘ 


careered into the latter’s opposite number, before 
finally coming to rest among a pile of logs. Forty 
seconds slid by before Paul and Monty were away 
once more, their easy win, so widely predictable 
before lunch, was now history. 

Rockey who had regained the lead since Esgair 
Dafydd, following his third puncture of the morning 
at the six-mile test in Glasfynydd (SS5) which briefly 
allowed the Simpsons to take over, now lost the lead 
again to Simpson, with another puncture on the 
second Llidiad test. Simpson and Wilson were now 
very close but a seven-second differential on SS14 
allowed the lead to change hands in favour of Rockey 

“once more. The final two tests in Brechfa were in fact 
similar to the first two stages of the day but run in 
reverse. Nigel snatched back six seconds and the lead 
from Simpson on the penultimate test, but yet 
another critical puncture after only just over a mile of 
Brechfa West C1 handed the lead back to Simpson 
for the last time. At almost the same moment, 
Malcolm Wilson was surrendering his challenge with 
an 11th-hour halfshaft failure, from which he was 
lucky to salvage a place in the top three. 

We were treated to an excellent exhibition of 
uninhibited special stage driving on those last two 
stages. All four of the leading drivers were working 
very hard (but none was as fast as Stokes!) and some 
splendid work by the duelling Malcolm Wilson and 
Geoff Simpson produced Vatanen-style entries to 
certain corners. The exits however were another story 
entirely and Geoff in particular managed to slide to a 
wheels-locked halt at the same square left bend on 
successive occasions inside 10 minutes! During the 
latter departure from the road he seemed to be very 
Close to over-revving the BDA in his frustration. ‘ 

It was all excellent viewing, even if we did have to 
wait 2 little longer than expected. One could scarcely 
img2gmme 2 more madent-packed event—regrettabis = 
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ATS Eppynt Stages 
Castrol/Autospont, round 7. July 16. 

1, G. Simpson/A. Simpson (RS1800) 66m 37s penalties; 
2, N. Rockey/D. Tucker (RS1800) 66.56; 
3, M. Wilson/J. Davies (RS1800) 66.57; 
4, P. Faulkner/M. Peters (RS1800) 67.33; 
5, T. Kaby/B. Rainbow (Triumph Dolomite Sprint) 68.21; 
6, G. Hill/R. Jones (Vauxhall Chevette) 68.29; 

7, F. Henderson/C. Wilson (Toyota Corolla) 68.44; 8, W. Ruther- 
ford/H. Kennedy (Mazda/Ford RX3); 9, R. Iliffe/E. Morgan RS1600) 
69.21; 10, C. Lord/T. McMahon (Vauxhall Magnum) 69.43. 


Group One 

1, T. Kaby/B. Rainbow (Triumph Dolomite Sprint) 68.21; 

2, P. Clarke/P. Boland (RS2000) 69.50; 11th overall; 

3, S. Smith/A. Biggin (RS2000) 70.55; 14th overall. 

(93 = starters—61 finishere—86 registered championship 
. contenders). 


Rally leaders 
Stages 1-5: Faulkner; 6-7: Simpson; 8-12: Rockey; 13: Simpson; 14: 
Rockey; 15: Simpson. 


The winners. .. . 


Fastest on stages 

1 2 3 4 5 
Simpson — — 7 3 2 
Rockey 1 7 _ 2 2 
Wilison 3 2 4 1 1 
Faulkner 6 2 _ 3 1 
Kaby _ => _— _ 2 
Hill — — _ 1 4 
Stokes 4 3 1 3 1 


Castrol/AUTOSPoORT leading championship positions: Nige! Rockey 
194; Paul Faulkner 158; Geoff Simpson 124; Malcolm Wilson 118; 
Terry Kaby 110; etc. 


Group One: Terry Kaby 114; Peter Clarke 88; Steve Smith 64; Les 
Barrett 52; etc. 


Stage times 

8S1 Brechfa West A1 

1, Faulkner 5.27; 2, Rockey 5.31; 3, Wilson 5.34; 4, Simpson 5.35; 5, 

Rutherford 5.45; 6, Kaby 5.46. 

S$S2 Brechfa West B1 

1, Faulkner 4.06; 2, Stokes 4.10; 3, Henderson 4.16; 4, Simpson 4.17; 

5=Hill and Hazlegrave 4.20. 

$S3 Litdiad 1 

1, Rockey 2.13; 2, Faulkner 2.19; 3= Stokes and Simpson 2.20; 5, 

Wilson 2.22; 6, Hill 2.24. 

$S4 Brechfa East A1 

1, Faulkner 8.22; 2, Stokes 8.29; 3, Simpson 8.36; 4=Wilson and 

Rockey 8.37; 6, Kaby 8.43. 

SS5 Glasfynydd A 

1, Faulkner 6.23; 2, Stokes 6.29; 3, Simpson 6.34; 4, Rockey 6.39; 

5=Kaby and Inurrieta 6.43. 

SS6 Glasfynydd B1 

1, Wilson 1.02; 2=Rockey and Simpson 1.03; 4=Hill and Henderson 

1.04; 6, Kaby 1.05 

$S7 Glastynydd B2 

Stage cancelled due to timing errors. 

SS8 Esgair Dafydd 

1=Faulkner and Rockey 1.41; 3, Wilson 1.42; 4, Stokes 1.43; 5, Hl 

1.45; 6, Simpson 1.46. 

SS9 Fwng 

Wilson, Faulkner, Simpson, Rockey and Stokes cleaned the stags 

ye 00m bogy); 3, Stangle 6.02; 4, Kaby 6.03; 5, Grainger 6.07; 6, = 
6.08. 


$810 Clynsaer 

1, Faulkner 6.45; 2=Rockey and Wilson 6.50; 4, Stokes 6.51; & 
Simpson 6.57; 6, Hill 7.05. 

$S11 Brechfa East B1 

1, Stokes 8.23; 2, Wilson 8.26; 3, Simpson 8.33; 4, Rockey 8.36; 5. 
Kaby 8.42; 6, Henderson 8.46. 

SS 12 Lliidlad 2 

1= Rockey, Stokes and Wilson 2.05; 3=Faulkner and Simpson 2.07; 
5, Hill 2.08; 6, Rutherford 2.11. 

§S13 Liidiad 3 

1, Stokes 2.03; 2, Wilson 2.06; 3=Faulkner and Grainger 2.07; 5. 
Simpson 2.09; 6, Rutherford 2.10. 

$814 Brechta Weet ' 

1, Stokes 4.05; 2, Rocky 4.08: 3. Wilson 4.11. 4. Fauimer ad 4 
415.6 Fasheriord 420. 

$815 Brecthéa West Ci 
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Frequelin on the recent 1000 Pistes . . 


. these exciting RSs are now expected for the 


Renault’s Super 5 


Despite an increasing amount of time 
being spent on the Renault F1 project, 
the company are not ignoring the rally 
scene. Two weeks ago they debuted 
their Group 2 R5 Alpine, which is of 
course fitted with a 1400cc engine turn- 
ing out around 135 bhp, has a five speed 
gearbox and disc brakes all round. It is 
intended that after their sixth place on 
the 1000 Pistes, despite an engine which 
was eating oil at an incredible rate by 
the finish, they will go to the San Remo 
Rally in October with at least one car 
for Guy Frequelin, and they will come 
to the RAC Rally with two cars for 
Frequelin and Jean Ragnotti. Mean- 
while they plan to debut the Group 4 
version of the A310 V6 on the Taurus 
Rally in Hungary on the last weekend 
in August. 


Motor: 

4 cyl water cooled. 1400cc, 130 bhp at 7000 rpm, 
double horizontal Weber 45 DCOEs. 

Five speed gearbox, competition clutch, limited slip 
differential. 

Disc brakes all round, ventilated front. 

Suspension: 


Anti-roll bars front and rear, reinforced torsion bars, 
bsorbers. , 


‘Rallye’ shock-a 
Wheels: 
7x 13 front, 6 x 13 rear. 


Tyres: 

Michelin TB 15 for asphalt, RC1 for gravel. 
ork: 

Polyester wing extensions front and rear. 

Weight: 

820Kg. 


@ Citroen are to enter the Singapore 
Rally with two Citroen CXs for Jean- 
Paul Luc who has campaigned a private 
car all year, with Patrick Vincent, with 
a second car for Claude Laurent/Jean- 
Claude Rouget. 


Brearley’s Border— 


but status quo in the championships 
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SCOTTISH 
RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


“yy THE MAN 


Last weekend’s Border Counties rally, 
a Challengers round of The Scots- 
man/Glayva rally championship run 
over eight stages of forestry commission 
land between Hawick and Peebles, was 
won by Alistair Brearley/Roger Turn- 
bull in the Eastford Motors RS1800 
despite four separate spins, three of 
which during the morning contrived to 
keep him down in third place at lunch. 
Second were Dominic Buckley/Walter 
Duguid in their RS1600, using a 1750 
BDA, as their 2-litre unit is still being 
rebuilt after the Jim Clark, and third 
were Robin Murray/Ron Palmer 
(RS1600) who had been leading at 
lunch but on the penultimate stage of 
the event, Elibank, suffered all manner 
of misfortune including a puncture, 
broken exhaust and finally a broken 
wheel. 

Second at lunch was the largely self- 
built TR? of Ken Wood which unfortz- 
mately fremsined the last test before luach 


with a broken halfshaft. Unable to 
remove the broken remains from the 
differential, Ken was forced to retire. 

Andy Smith in his RS1800 was fourth 
and best placed Challengers were Peter 
Tokely/David Hodges in the Croall. 
Bryson TR7—they were sixth overall. 

Leading Central Tyres price check 
driver, Welshman Ian Hughes, had 
been driving steadily until on the penul- 
timate stage he holed the sump. The 
driver managed to get the Mk1 RS2000 
off the track for some. temporary re- 
pairs believed to have involved chewing 
gum (!) before limping back to Peebles 
and missing. the final stage. Unfortu- 
nately he was unaware that the final 
control was placed immediately after 
the last test at Glentress, and thus he 
was not qualified as a finisher. He 
nevertheless still leads the champion- 
ship, although he was the victim of 
more bad luck when at the outset of his 
journey home to Wales, the engine 
seized. 

The experienced Gordon Armstrong 
was making one of his rare appearances 
in his 2-litre Pinto-engined Anglia (the 
engine is absolutely standard though 
the car is surprisingly sophisticated) and 
finished eighth out of 94 finishers. John 
Wilson, whose Escort TC finished 10th, 
still leads the Challengers section and 
Ian Hughes still leads the Central Tyres 


. Alistair | 
RSisx $2.56: 2. Dominic Buck- 
ley Waite: Daeguid (RS1600). 53.43 


No problem 


Mike Bayliss/Rick Green in their GBR 
Logbooks RS1600 dominated the Lan- 
cia Pointer rally last Sunday taking the 
lead immediately and holding that posi- 
tion without trouble to the end. This 
win puts them back on top of the 
BTRDA/Esso Uniflo Gold Star cham- 
pionship after they had temporarily lost 
it to Robin Farrington on the recent 
Rali Bro Myrddin. 

After the less than full entry on the 
previous two rounds, the 150 crews 
lined up at the start of the Lancia 
indicated the popularity of this Pointer 
Motor Company-sponsored event, run 
by the ever-enthusiastic Sporting Car 
Club of Norfolk. 

As well as the regular BTRDA crews 
there were entries from Reg Mullenger, 
now fully recovered from his fearsome 
Gwynedd accident, the Jones brothers 
in their Preci RS2000s and Tony Drum- 
mond, who did not appear for the 
second time in two days. 

The morning was spent tackling 
familiar Norfolk stages at Hethel, Sen- 
nowe, Pickenham (where Godfrey 
Jones tried to destroy a farm) and the 


infamous Hockering (a six mile tarmac. 


stage contained within a } mile square). 
The driver of the course-opening car 
remarked that “‘you could have built an 
Escort out of the bits left lying in the 


} road.” This test in fact claimed some 10 


per cent of the entry against the stout 
trees. 

At lunch Bayless led Robin Farring- 
ton, Dave Wallis, Geoff Lobb, Tony 
Ford and Graham Lepley who started 


; at number 45 after changing his clutch 


at the start. 
During the afternoon, Bayliss con- 


This weekend 


Welsh Border Car Club have an over- 
subscribed entry for their West Midland 
Tyres Stage Rally (formerly the ETC 
Stages rally) which is scheduled to take 
place on Saturday, July 23. This event is 
a qualifying round of the Pirelli/Cars 
and Car Conversions Rally Champion- 
ship, as well as being a Welsh Associ- 
ation Championship rally and an Asso- 
ciation of West Midland Motor Clubs 
championship event. The maximum 
number of cars, 130, will therefore be 
starting from Birch Lines Parade 
Ground, Park Hall Camp, Oswestry, at 
0900 hrs before heading for the first 
spectator stage at Brogyntyn Park. 
There will be a number of stages on 
private land in the Oswestry area be- 
fore competitors proceed to Forestry 
Commission land at Dyfnant where the 
‘meat’ of the rally will be located. 


On the eve of the Rally, Pirelli/Cars 
and Car Conversions will be presenting 
‘Star Talk’ with Tony Mason and his 
guests, Stuart Turner, Tony Fowkes 
and Colin Wilson at the Victoria 
Rooms, Oswestry, at 8.30pm. Admis- 
sion is 50p, payable at the door. 


Start Birch Lines, Map 
Parade Ground, ref: 
Park Hall Camp, 126/ 
Oswestry. 315 
0900 hrs. 315. 

Spectator Brogyntyn Park, Map 

Points try. Ref: 
0900 hrs 126/ 
& 284 
1700 hrs 315 
Dytnant Forest Map 
Between 1100 hrs Ref: 
and 1800 hrs. 125/ 
(Rally will be 027 
seen twice) 1503 
Spectators approach 
from B4395 road. 

Fresh Pedigree Hose 
New Sorte: 
Oseesr> 


Gold Star 


solidated his lead, having a trouble-free 
run unlike Robin Farrington who cob 
lected a tree in Hockering. Mullengers 
clutch expired and Hillary Howlett 
who tried to repeat his two fastest times 
on the recent Ted Cleghorn Memorial 
Stages, also found the trees too close t 
the track. 

Quick results, in fact provided by the) 
Bass Charrington results team, showed” 
that Lobb had maintained his claim to 
be the fastest Opel driver in the country 
by taking second overall, with Ford's 
Century Oils RS1600 third and Dave 
Wallis happy with fourth after his tim- 
ing errors on the Bro Myrddin. With 
Lepley entering the fray, the champion 
ship is looking very competitive at the 
top, but if- Bayliss maintains his form. 
he’ll prove hard to beat. 


Posing points are not hard to score in 
the South of France—except when 
you’re a member of ‘Johnstone's 
Squad’’—that patriotic band of peri- 
patetic gigolos first formed at the 
Elba Rally and now resplendent in 
their .own livery—delectably mod- 
elled by “‘Tony”! 


@ Regulations are now available for | 


the Wynns Xtend Guarantees-sug- 
ported Tyneside Stages rally which & 
being held on Sunday 21st August and 
tun by the Tyneside Motorsport Group. 
This restricted event, a qualifyame 
round of the ANECCC and Cemtml 
Tyres Clubman championship, sounds 7 
most interesting and enticing as the 
organisers have managed to obtaim 70 
mainly tarmac stage miles withm the 
Otterburn training area, and road mule- 
age has been kept down to a paltry 20. 
The entry fee is just £15 and there & 
also an attractive awards list. There will | 
be 10 stages im all. Secretary of the 
meeting is Mike Rowe, Clockbernsyde 


| Close. Feliside Park. Whickham. New- 
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Ford: new sponsor 


Naldegaard in third car on 1000 Lakes 


The 1000 Lakes line-up; below: 
Vatanen; centre: Waldegaard; bottom 
Hamalainen. 


Following confirmation from Boreham 
that they will indeed be contesting the 
remaining five WCR rounds comes 
news that Bjorn Waldegaard will defi- 
nitely be doing the 1000 Lakes and that 
Peter Ashcroft is going to Italy very 
shortly to conclude negotiations with a 
new sponsor. 

The prospective benefactor is Outsid- 
er Jeans, and Ashcroft is to have talks 
with the firm’s managing director, Mr 
Bardelli. If all goes well, the cars for the 


1000 Lakes, Quebec, San Remo, Corsi- 


ca and Lombard RAC will be carrying 
the Outsider logo—an ace of spades. 
Their motto appropriately enough is: 
“In the world race, we are the 
Outsider”’. 

News of Waldegaard’s inclusion in 
the 1000 Lakes line-up with Vatanen 
and Hamalainen also gives rise to spec- 
ulation on the tactics employed on this 
rally concerning who will in fact be 
team ‘leader’. It is no secret that Wal- 
degaard is reluctant to compete on the 
event and that this is the venue that 
Vatanen wants to win above all others. 
With a terrible record on the past two 
events (accidents on both occasions) it 
is possible that Ari may be employing a 
more subdued approach to achieve his 
personal ambition and also give Ford 
another much-needed win and WCR 
points. 

Vatanen will once again have Atso 
Aho with him but neither Waldegaard 
nor Hamalainen have anyone nomi- 
nated, as their usual partners are not 
available. 


Regulations etc are now available for 
the eighth round of the WCR, the fifth 
Criterium du Quebec which is included 
for the first time in this prestigious and 
close-fought championship. The rally 
will be about 1,000 miles in length, 
divided into three legs including about 
400 miles of special stages (of which 
there will be only about 15). Ninety-five 
per cent of these stages are being held 
on forestry roads in the provincial parks 
of the Laurentian areas, north and 
north east of Montreal. The permanent 
secretariat is located at ‘Rally Criter- 
ium du Quebec,” 1415 Jarry St. East; 
Montreal; Quebec; Canada. Telex 055- 
61244 and telephone (514) 374-4700 ext 
289. 

Practising is being allowed subject to 
legal speed limits, and the longest stage 
at Joliette Diable is 60 miles in length. 
Another at La Diable in Mont Trem- 
blant park is 49 miles. Lancia have 
recently entered a Stratos for Munari 
and at least four Fiats are expected 
along with a substantial entry from 
Boreham likely to include Roger Clark, 
who last competed across the Atlantic 
in the now defunct Shell 4000. 


Graham splits with Malpassi 


Unless a new sponsor can be found, 
Graham Elsmore will spend the re- 
mainder of his season of G4 RSi800 
motoring with sole backing from Cas- 
rol and Avon. This is due to the 
rmination of his association with Mal- 
wassi Filter King and Anthony 
Matthews. 

Graham has been associated with 
hem since the beginning of the season 
m a car with which he is contesting the 
Sastrol/AurosPort championship, but 
icllowing a lengthy silence from Antho- 
ty Matthews since the Ypres rally, 
Graham has finally severed all connec- 
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A few months ago Anthony set up 
‘Graham Elsmore Rallying’ based in 
Ecclestone Mews, but as far as Graham 
is concerned they are no longer in 
partnership in this business venture. 
Graham has had a rather unhappy 
time with his G4 car, the culmination 
being two non-appearances on the Ha- 
drian Centurion and last weekend’s 
ATS Stages due to lack of an engine. 
He now has a new Boreham block and 
head, but ‘it is still with AVJ and it 
seems likely that he will only be able to 
compete on two more events with it this 
to Clashes with his Group One 


—_eaeae 


year duc t 


edited by Peter Newton 


Colin ‘Malkin’ s last t drive in the Century Oils TR7 was on the Scottish Cabboay: 


Now Jenny takes over 


Following our story last week that a 
driver from over the border would be 
driving the Century Oils TR7 for the 
rest of the season, Century have 
announced that Jenny Birrell will be 
contesting the remaining Motor/RAC 
rounds in the car and will be partnered 
by Alexa Davenport, wife of Leyland’s 
motor sport director, John Davenport. 

The car, which is prepared and run 
by Del Lines, has been campaigned so 
far this season by Colin Malkin. A 
comment from Century on the new deal 
was, ‘there is a place for glamour in 
rallying and what better combination 
than Jenny, Alexa and a TR7?’ Yes, 
indeed. 

Jenny and Alexa have allied 
together before on the Tour of Britain, 
Manx and Donegal rallies and, 
although Jenny’s experience of driving 
on loose rallies is very limited, she has 
proved an extremely quick driver on 
race circuits and tarmac events. 

With the arrival of Jenny on the rally 
scene comes some opposition for Jill 
Robinson, who has made no secret of 
the fact that she would relish some real 
competition from another lady driver. 


Fury and 
Dunkerton 
tie it up 


Victorian farmer George Fury and 


Western Australian car dealer Ross. 


Dunkerton share the Australian rally 


championship title after the fifth and: 


final round in South Australia last 
weekend (July 16-17). 

The last round of the championship’s 
five rounds was won by Fury in his 
factory-prepared and entered twin-cam 
Datsun 710 with Dunkerton in a similar 
Datsun, but using a single-cam motor, 
in second place. Dunkerton’s factory- 
owned car was prepared and entered by 
Gerry Ball of Canberra. 

A protest meeting on the previous 
round, the Bega Rally, resulted in a 
points shuffle following the deletion of 
a controversial section. This gave 
Dunkerton the championship lead on 
15 points from previous leader Doug 
Stewart who dropped to 14, while 
Fury’s tally remained 12 as they went 
into the final round. But oe Fury 
Started nervously and was handicapped 
by a couple of broken bones m his right 
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The car’s first outing in Jenny’s hands 
will be on the Burmah on which she is 
determined to finish and says she has no 
plans for heroics on this first event. 

It will certainly be good to see a TR7 
out on the Burmah, for unconfirmed 
rumours ‘doing the rounds’ suggest that 
we may not see the Abingdon cars in 
Argyll. 

Provisional entry list is as follows: 1, 
Ari Vatanen (RS1800); 2, Pentti 
Airikkala (Vauxhall Chevette); 3, 
Hannu Mikkola (Toyota Corolla); 4, 
Andrzej Jaroszewicz (Polski Fiat 125P); 
5, Russell Brookes (RS1800); 6, Blazej 
Krupa (Renault 5 Alpine); 7, Tony 
Pond (Triumph TR7); 8, Andy Dawson 
(RS1800); 9, Bror Danielsson (Opel 
Kadett GTE); 10, Whlodzimierz 
Groblewski (Polski Fiat 125P); 11, John 
Taylor (RS1800); 12, Chris Sclater 
(Vauxhall Chevette); 13, Brian 
Culcheth (Triumph TR7); 14, Paul 
Faulkner (RS1800); 15, Nigel Rockey 


(RS1800); 16, Drew Gallacher 
(RS1600); 17, Tony Drummond 
(RS1800); 18, Donald Heggie 


(RS1800); 19, David Stokes (RS1800); 
20, Will Sparrow (Chrysler Avenger). 


his farm three weeks before the event) 
he soon knuckled down to the job and 
became difficult to match. 

Opposition came from the Mitsubishi 
Lancers of Stewart and Kenjeiro Shino- 
zuka, the Ford Motor Co-entered 
RS2000s of Canberra driver Gregg Carr 
and former National Champion Colin 
Bond, the two litre Gemini entered by 
the Marlboro-Holden dealer team for 
Dave Morrow, and the locally entered 
Saab 99 of Dean Rainsford. 

The rally, organised by the Walker- 
ville All Car Club, was the first major 
event to be allowed to use the SA 
government-owned Mount Crawford 
Forest, both Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons sections being telecast live 
for three hours each day. 

The event was remarkable for the 
lack. of blow-ups among the major run- 
ners who appear to have at last found 
reliability and all were closely competi- 
tive on the forest stages. 

It was in the semi-desert country east 
of the Mount Lofty ranges on Saturday 
night that the event was decided. A 
number of crews including Carr, Stew- 
art and Morrow wrong-slotting in heavy 
dust and on difficult-to-spot sandy 
tracks. 

@ Telford AC are holding another 
single venue stage rally aimed at pro- 
moting low priced a a 
are available from Jim 
Welford Road Qunesixs 
360 


The Gate is July 31 and 
yo 
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Steve Smith began to find something of his old form by the afternoon. 


After the event 


Championship positions, Castrol regs etc 


Current positions in the Cas- 
trol/Aurosport Championship are 
as follows: 


Drivers overall: 

Nigel Rockey 194; Paul Faulkner 
158; Geoff Simpson 124; Malcolm 
Wilson 118; Terry Kaby 110; 
Graham Elsmore 92; Fred Hender- 
son 84; David Stokes 76; George 
Hill 72; Steve Ward 64. 


Co-drivers overall: 

Derek Tucker 194; Monty Peters 
158; Alan Simpson 124; John 
Davies 118; Brian Rainbow 110; 
Stuart Harrold 92; Roger Jones 72; 
Lyn Jenkins 54; Bill Andrews 50; 
Colin Wilson 48. 


Group One Drivers: 

Terry Kaby 116; Peter Clarke 88; 
Steve Smith 64; Les Barrett 52; 
Charlie Wood 48; Bernard Ban- 
ning 40. 


Group One Co-drivers: 

Brian Rainbow 116; Phil Boland 
70; Anthony Biggin 64; Robin 
Lailey 52; Mike Smith 48; Rob 
Parrott 40. : 
Huxford Liberated Ladies: 

Jill Robinson 50; Chrissie Ashford 
44; Rose-Anne Clinton 24; Mary 
Fullerton 8; Sue Warrell 6. 


Class 1—Group 1 up to 1600cc: 
Charlie Wood 38; Jim Llewellin 30; 
Rob James 28. 

Class 2—Group 1 over 1600cc: 
Terry Kaby 56; Peter Clarke 32; 
Les Barrett 16. 

Class 3—Groups 2 to 5 up to 
1300cc: 

Bob Fowden 30; Gwynn Pritchard 
22; Paul Appleby 18. 

Class 4—Groups 2 to 5 1300cc to 
1600cc: 

Fred Henderson 50; Mike Jackson 
26; David Grainger 18. 

Class 5—Groups 2 to 5 over 
1600cc: 

Nigel Rockey 58; Paul Faulkner 46; 
Geoff Simpson 28, 

@ Was Willie Rutherford’s Mazda suf- 
fering from a crisis of conscience last 
weekend on the ATS Stages? Or was it 
just withdrawal symptoms from schizo- 
phrenia? Whatever the reason the heat 
generated by. the engine was sufficient 
to burn the inscribed ‘“‘Mazda’’ insignia 
clean off the Ford camshaft covers! 
Willie has achieved considerable suc- 
cess with this home-built hybrid this 
season. The idea was to get himself 
noticed, and with his exuberant and 
forceful driving, he has certainly made 
an impression. Willie now feels that it is 
time to align himself with a manufactur- 
er in the hope of obtaining some sup- 
port, and since he feels that the Mazda 


Malcolm Wilson, as usual, tried very hard all day and was most unlucky not to win in the end. 
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is really no quicker than a Group One 
RS2000, perhaps Group One is the way 
to go. He was disappointed with his run 
on the ATS Stages, and in disciplining 
himself to ensure a finish, he drove a 
most subdued rally by Rutherford stan- 
dards. However he remains confident 
and must be one of the. best prospects 
this season in British national rallying. 


@ Robert James’ accident was a very 
nasty affair but both he and co-driver 
Rob Davies appear to have escaped 
unharmed, Rob with minor cuts and 
bruises, Robert with a badly sprained 
wrist. It can’t be that bad though—he 
left for a holiday in Gibraltar on 


. Tuesday! 


@ Fred Henderson never managed to 
attain his usual form on the rally and 
after a slow start he never really got 
going. A puncture on the second stage 
(just as the crew were congratulating 
each other on their good fortune to 
survive the first test without one) came 
as a further handicap, so that at the 
finish Fred was both surprised and 
pleased to discover that he had finished 
seventh. 


@ Steve Smith was also somewhat 
encouraged by his return to Group One 
prominence. The Bond of Pocklington 
car seemed to go better during the 
afternoon, despite a bent crossmember. 
Perhaps then this was the reason for the 
improvement? Apparently not, as 
Steve has now finally decided to revert 
to “my old style” rather than persist 
with the techniques he was shown at the 
Ford Rally School! 


@ George Hill suffered two punctures 
during the day, the first immediately 
after the start of the first stage, and the 
second on SS12 (only one mile long) 
when the tyre stripped away from the 
wheel almost immediately and left 
George on three tyres and a rear wheel 
disc! The car was understandably reluc- 
tant to move forward in this condition, 
but the Chevette made it to the finish, 
the wire and fabric remains wound 
around the calipers. 


@ Good news for lady rally drivers! 
There is another promising pilote in 
your midst. She is none other than Miss 
Mary Fullerton who entered her very 
first forestry stage event with the man 
who built her Mki RS2000—John 
Saunders. (This car, with rather dif- 
ferent mechanicals, actually belonged 
to Fred Henderson at one time.) Mary 
started at number 94 but came through 
the field to beat Chrissie Ashford’s 
Tyreservices Vauxhall Magnum by a 
wide margin and take the ladies prize to 
boot. Mary is now looking forward to 
the Castrol ’77. She also completed the 
entire event on one set of Avon tyres! 


Regulations have now been published 
for the Castrol-sponsored Wolver- 
hampton & South Staffs Car Club’s 
Castrol °77 which takes place in the 
forests of Central Wales on October 15, 
1977. Once again, headquarters will be 
at the Belle Vue Royal Hotel in Aber- 
ystwyth. The entry fee is £60, and 
regulations may be obtained by sending 
sae to Mrs. Christine Chick at 12 
Brooklands Road, Albrighton, near 
Wolverhampton, WV7 3DW, West 
Midlands. Once dgain the organising 
committee has allocated a flat rate prize 
system of £60 each to the leading 10 
drivers and the leading 10 private en- 
trants. This especially generous prize 
fund, totalling more than £2,000 has 
been made possible by additional finan- 
cial support from Senfield Properties, a 
well-known Midlands property group. 

Despite earlier rumours, it has been 
decided that servicing will be allowed 
during the rally, but only at one desig- 
nated area. Competitors pass this area 
once on the rally route during the 
morning, and will have the opportunity 
of making a short detour from the route 
should they require servicing during the 
afternoon. ; 

The Royal Pier at Aberystwyth— 
situated about 300 yards from the Belle 
Vue Royal Hotel—will be used on the 
Friday night—October 14—for a Rally 
Forum and Film Show, and on the 
Saturday night for the prizegiving cere- 
mony and a post-rally disco. 

Once again the Castrol *77 combines 
maximum forest mileage with minimum 
road mileage, with this year eight spe- 
cial stages totalling 100 miles and only 
80 miles of link roads. Clerk of the 
Course, David Stephenson, has said 
that the rally will be won and lost in the 
forests with simple road timing, al- 
though the servicing rules will be strict- 
ly policed, with exclusion for competi- 
tors servicing illegally. 

Enthusiasts in the Midlands unable to 
get out and watch the rally will be well 
provided for by Beacon Radio 303, 
based in Wolverhampton. 


@ Chester Motor Club’s Cestrian 
Stages Rally will be held on October 
1st. The event, which is sponsored by 
Michael Hinde of Dyserth, will contam 
approximately 40 stage miles on 
Forestry Commission roads, in a total 
of 90 miles. Counting as Rounds of th 
Pirelli CCC Rally Championship, the 
rally will start from Theatre Clwyd, 
Mold and finish at the Chequers Hotel, 
Northophall, Mold, which will be the 
Rally HQ. Regulations for the event, 
which is also a round of the WAMC 


It goes without saying that the win on Saturday 
could not have come at a better time for me and 
the whole team. Everybody was, I think, more 
relieved than anything else because we have all 
the time been convinced that the M26 was 
capable of winning a race or two. We knew we 
had to win one soon before the critics totally 
wrote us off and it was particularly gratifying to 
do it in front of the British crowd. 

After the French Grand Prix I came to 
Silverstone for a day’s testing to prepare for the 
race. Most of the teams were there and Mario 
Andretti in the Lotus was very quick indeed. In 
fact, I was quite gloomy about the prospects for 
Silverstone because the car felt all right but was 
simply a lot slower than Mario and Niki. One of 
the encouraging things was how well Gilles 
Villeneuve went in his first-ever appearance at 
Silverstone and in an F1 car. I remember racing 
against him (and losing) at Trois Riviéres in 
Canada last year and being very impressed with 
his obvious talent and his professional ap- 
proach. He was immediately quick in testing in 
my last year’s M23 chassis and was very con- 
structive in his comments over the car’s perfor- 
mance. I have long been a believer, and have 
often repeated it, that you either have or you 
don’t have the ability to drive an F1 car and the 
performances of Villeneuve and Patrick Tam- 
bay, who had a most impressive first outing, 


fully supported this. There are some people 
who are reasonably successful in other formulae 
but will go on driving F1 cars for a long time 
and never be quick. The others may not have a 
great deal of success in the other formulae but 
take to Grand Prix cars like a duck to water. It 
is mainly a question of their getting the oppor- 
tunity to prove themselves and that is often a 
matter of luck. 

After testing I went home for a few days’ rest 
and_-recuperation before coming back to Eng- 
land. I was due to go to Monte Carlo for a 
Philip Morris backgammon tournament but was 
allowed leave of absence so that I could get 
some golf and tennis at home. One Niki Lauda 
was in South Spain while I was there so I was 
able to play host to him for a few days. 

I had a disastrous journey to England be- 
cause the airline I was flying decided to go on 
strike while we were in mid-air between Madrid 


In the Saturday morning warm- 
up we were unofficially quickest 
on full tanks and so felt fairly 
good about the prospects. 
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and London. Apparently the airline staff at 


Heathrow refused to accept any further flights 
and so we were diverted to Paris. Unfortunately 
we had to land at Orly Airport and it is difficult, 
if not impossible, to get a flight from Orly to 
Heathrow or Gatwick. There were a lot of 
people on the flight who were extremely irritat- 
ed and were becoming punchy, to say the least. 
Fortunately I remained fairly relaxed (I some- 
times get quite cross with airlines!) and was 
lucky enough to get on a Varig flight which 
happened to be taking off at the time. Even so, 
I was five hours late arriving in London for the 
launch party for my book which was a pity 
because.a lot of people were kind enough to 
turn up. 

Qualifying on both days went fairly well. We 
were quickest on Thursday but were concerned 
that the understeering problem would recur as 
soon as we filled the car up with petrol. Our 
fears were well founded because on Friday 
morning in the untimed session the car was not 
good on full tanks. We had a long think session 
about it after practice and decided to change 
the settings to see if we could cure the problem. 

We then ran the car on the new settings on 
“empty” tanks in the afternoon and were 


pleased to be able to record about third or. 


fourth fastest time. We were pretty sure that 
our Thursday time would be good enough to 
keep pole but kept an eye on the others. 
(particularly Watson) and were ready to revert 
to the original settings if necessary. Fortunately 
it was not, and we felt fairly confident that the 
new settings would suit the car on full tanks. In 
the Saturday morning warm-up we were unoffi- 
cially quickest on full tanks and so felt fairly 
good about the prospects. 


The start was vital and basically I bogged it. 


The clutch felt very strange and at one stage I 


thought my race would last about 50 yards. 


Fortunately I eventually got away in fourth 
place and set off after the leaders. It took me a 
couple of laps to get past Jody who clearly was 
not very happy with his car and was not able to 
keep up with Wattie and Niki. I quite quickly 
closed up on Niki but had a problem getting by 
him because he was really flying on the 
straights. Apparently he developed a brake 
problem so I scratched past him and he very 
quickly dropped back. 

I have to admit that it is very unlikely that I 
would have beaten Wattie had he not devel- 
oped a fuel problem. My car was handling 
slightly better than his but the old problem of 
getting near enough to have a go at passing him 
reared its ugly head. There was no way that 
John was going to make a mistake and we both 
knew that all he had to do was to stay there and 
I would be able to do nothing about it without 
risking falling off. In Holland last year the boot 


was on the other foot when John was hounding . 


me for lap after lap in his Penske. On Saturday 
I was putting as much pressure as possible on 
John but until he pitted I was not at all 
confident of winning. It was then a question of 
soldiering on to the end even though I was 
given a bit of a scare by the team who told me to 
slow down to conserve fuel. I did what I was 
told but was so convinced there would be no 
problem at the end the first thing I did was to 
bet Teddy Mayer that there would be more 
than five gallons in the tank. I won the bet. 

After the race the crowd was magnificent and 
I am again very grateful for the fantastic 
support they gave me. I felt desperately sorry 
for John Watson because he did everything he 
had to in order to win. I repeat what I said last 
week: His day will come and his luck will 
change because that is how it works in motor 
racing. He is driving a good car for a very good 
team and is remaining cheerful despite 
everything. 

The day after the race I played in a cricket 
match for the Lord’s Taverners against the 
Duke of Gloucester’s XI, in aid of the National 
Association of Boys’ Clubs. Unfortunately it 
poured with rain most of the day but quite a 
good crowd turned up and they saw a few overs 


Above: 
rostrum. 


My bowling figures were at one stage rather | 


impressive (2 for 2), thanks to some superb 
catching by John Taylor, the British Lions 
rugger player, and John Conteh, but then Mike 
Smith of Warwickshire and England came in so 
I rapidly asked to be taken off. Batting was a 
problem because the pitch was so wet but I 
managed to score about 17 runs before being 
caught by the same Mike Smith. Personally I 
thought it was rather bad manners of him to 
take the catch but I suppose his reputation was 
at stake as well! 

On Monday I spent a hectic day promoting 
my book Against All Odds in London and 
Birmingham before flying home to Spain. It’s a 
long time since I raced at Hockenheim so I’m 
making no predictions about the result. It’s nice 
to be back at the front for at least one race, 
although we’ve got a long way.to go before we 
can say we have ‘turned the corner’ with the 
M26. 


| have to admit that it is very 
unlikely that | would have beaten | 
Wattie...his day will come, 
that’s how it works. 
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Perhaps a little apprehensive before the start at Silverstone? Below: Coke and champagne on the victory 


Marlboro” “ 


COODZVEAR 


Above: James’s new book was launched—mostly in his 
absence!—by Hamlyn in London last week. 


—— 


_. ee 


The first of many? James Hunt’s victory at Silverstone was his first of 


TEXACO 


the season, the Marlboro-McLaren M26’s first ever. 


James wins John’s race 


Hunt back in victory lane for McLaren—More cruel luck for Watson—Lauda narrowly second from Nilsson— 
Remarkable debut drive by Villeneuve—No points for Scheckter and Andretti as both retire—Report: NIGEL 
ROEBUCK—Photography: JEFF BLOXHAM. 


‘‘What are you going to call this week’s 
report?’? asked John Watson ruefully, 
after losing his second apparently secure 
Grand Prix victory in two weeks. On the 
spur of the moment, it was difficult to think 
of a reply. In the Brabham-Alfa, Watson 
had looked very comfortable in the lead, 
which he took at the start and lost, 28 laps 
from the end, only when the Martini- 
sponsored car was afflicted. with fuel pres- 
sure problems. 

John’s misery was James Hunt’s delight, 
however, the World Champion giving the 
McLaren M26 its first victory. For James 
personally, it was the end of a mighty lean 
spell, his first win since Watkins Glen last 
October. Hunt qualified on the pole, but 
lost all the advantage at the start with a 
troublesome clutch. Fourth at the end of 
the first lap, he worked his way past 
Scheckter and Lauda, moving on to Wat- 
son’s tail and beginning a spell of psycho- 
logical warfare with the Ulsterman which 
lasted for 25 laps. After Watson’s retire- 
ment, James was left with a huge lead and 
finally cruised in 18 comfortable seconds 
ahead. 

Behind the McLaren, enjoying his most 
competitive race for some time, was Niki 
Lauda with the Ferrari, third fastest in 
practice. Niki held second spot for the first 
third of the race, but gradually the brakes 
went away and he wisely decided to drive 
for a finish which, by the end of the race, 
had become second once more. 
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Engine problems in practice and the race 
kept Mario Andretti out of serious conten- 
tion at Silverstone, but nevertheless the JPS 
Lotus driver looked like taking some points 
from the day. Alas, however, his engine, 
which had been losing oil throughout the 
race, finally exploded only five laps from 
the end. His team-mate, Gunnar Nilsson, 
holding station behind Mario for most of 
the race, went ahead of him towards the 
end, turning in a fantastic display and very 
nearly catching the brakeless Lauda on the 
line. 

Once again, Jody Scheckter was out of 


‘luck, the Wolf’s engine blowing up nine 


laps from the flag when the South African 
looked a sure bet for third. Behind Hunt, 
Lauda and Nilsson, the other point-scorers 
were Mass (McLaren M26), Stuck (Brab- 
ham-Alfa) and Laffite (Ligier-Matra), who 
was slowed in the race by a steadily worsen- 
ing misfire in the musical V12. 

Tremendously impressive were two men 
new to F1 racing—Gilles Villeneuve, driv- 
ing a works McLaren M23, and Patrick 
Tambay, at the wheel of an Ensign for the 
first time. Villeneuve in particular demon- 
strated enormous natural talent, running a 
confident seventh in the early stages of the 
race. But for a pit stop—which later proved 
to be unnecessary—he would have been 
well in the points. 


During the course of the meeting, a total 


of 113,500 fans attended Silverstone, the 
actual race-day attendance of more than 
85,000 no doubt boosted by the prospect of 
Hunt and Watson on the front row for the 
British GP. 


Something new at Silverstone, of course, was the day 
allocated to the non-F1CA entries only. This, be it 
remembered, was not a day for the purposes of 
testing, not a session in lieu of the two days’ FICA 
testing last week, from which the rest were barred. 
No, this was the day when you qualified for the right 
to try to qualify for the British Grand Prix. 


The ethics of putting the beginners or backmarkers 
through a sieve seem absolutely reasonable—to me, 
anyway. There are certain people attempting to 
compete in Grand Prix racing who have patently no 
business to be there, people who achieved a lack of 
success in the lower formulae, in some cases to a quite 
remarkable degree; people, to quote Peter Ustinov, 
“who have made it to the top because they have no 
qualifications to detain them at the bottom... .” 
And whatever may be said against, a quick check on 
this year’s grids reveals that, with one or two excep- 
tions here and there, it is always the same people who 
don’t qualify. A fat wallet is never going to buy you 
pole position. Money and talent are completely 
unrelated, and it is one of motor racing’s great 
tragedies that so often this works the other way, too. 
A potentially brilliant young athlete needs a pair of 
spikes, a tennis player a racquet: with enough dedica- 
tion, they can then get themselves noticed. But, 
obviously, it is not so for a racing driver. Sometimes, 


_ of course, a wealthy father is nothing more than a 


catalyst. The Rodriguez brothers, for instance, had 
talent to throw away and were able to show it long 
before they were 20. Without their father, they would 
still have made it but it would have taken a good deal 
longer. 


All this, however, digresses from the point. There 
have been many occasions recently when serious 
accidents brought about by this discrepancy in ability 
and experience have been only narrowly avoided. 
What was it Jody Scheckter said?—“‘Some of these 
guys think their mirrors are just for shaving in!”” Some 
form of weeding out is necessary, whatever talk there 
may be of the poor, downtrodden private team. This 
is not to be unsympathetic to their plight. Not at all. 
But modern Grand Prix racing is not the place for the 
poor and downtrodden, and that’s all there is to it. 

The RAC’s idea, therefore, of accepting 2ll entries 
sent in to them and ing an extra qualifying 
qualifier for those outside the FICA was the best 


prospect, but with an entry of 41 cars,-what else was 
to be done? 

Well, some of them rose superbly to the task. From 
the beginning of the day, there seemed to be eight 
drivers in with a serious chance of taking one-of the 
five places: Villeneuve, Tambay, Jarier, Neve, 
Merzario, Purley, Henton and Lunger. The young 
French-Canadian, of course, although not a F1CA- 
nominated entry, was driving a works McLaren and 
had had the benefit of the two-day test session the 
previous week. All in all, his performance was 
amazing. Bear in mind that his experience of Fl 
began only when he arrived to test. It was all new, the 
car, the power, the track, everything. Two things are 
immediately apparent about Gilles Villeneuve: he has 
tremendous natural pace and also the enthusiasm to 
go with it. Throughout the Wednesday sessions, 
Villeneuve pushed hard, looking for limits, the car’s 
and his own. To watch a driver at this stage of his 
career is always fascinating, and it seems apparent 
that Grand Prix racing has discovered an unusual 
talent here. Gilles had several spins, in both testing 
and practice, but by the end was quick, polished, 
smooth. He was, mind, uncommonly fortunate in one 
incident at Copse on Wednesday afternoon. Coming 
out of the corner, he pressed a little too hard a little 
too early, and in an instant the car was gone. The 
grass verge *twixt track and sleepers on the outside of 
the corner is not very wide, yet the M23 somehow 
contrived to spin round three times on it at very high 
speed—and hit not a thing. “Yes, I pushed too hard,” 
he said afterwards, a grin on his face, “‘and I guess it 
was lucky for me, no?” 

Throughout the afternoon, there were dark hints 
that the McLaren was running on different rubber 
from everyone else. Goodyear said that they had 
supplied the same tyres to everyone, but that didn’t 
really answer the question. People were saying that 
McLaren had kept a set of “stickies” from Ander- 
storp qualifying and that Villeneuve had been using 
them, If you cast your mind back to Zandvoort last 
year, you will remember that Ferrari pulled that trick 
with Regazzoni’s car during practice. You will also 
recall how angry Alistair Caldwell and his men were. 
Cries of “‘bad sportsmanship” and, more to the point, 
“unfair”. If you remember all that, you cannot 
possibly imagine that McLarens would’do the same 
thing. ... : 

Other than Villeneuve, the sensation of Wednes- 
day was Patrick Tambay, driving the Yip-sponsored 
Ensign for the first time. ‘‘I cannot tell you how 
impressed I am with this car,” he beamed, his English 
almost as fluent as his driving. ‘It is so much better 
than I had dared to hope. It is forgiving very much, 
and this gives me great confidence. You know, it was 
finished only this morning, never turned a wheel till 
now. I am using Chris Amon’s seat in here because 
there was not the time to make a new one. It was late 
as that.” 

The other qualifiers for qualifying’ (what was that 
about Chief Assistant to the Assistant Chief. . . ?) 
were predictable enough. Jean-Pierre Jarier got in 
comfortably with the ATS PC4—although why he 
should have been required to do so, having already 
scored in the World Championship, seemed a little 
strange. Brian Henton, despite apparently trying a 
different line every time he went round Copse, set the 
fifth quickest time in his March, driving it for the first 
time since Jarama. And just ahead of him was Brett 
Lunger’s McLaren M23. 

Originally, only five of these drivers were to be put 
forward into the Thursday and Friday sessions, but. 
when it was all over a statement was issued by the 
RAC—the organisers—to the effect that Bernie 
Ecclestone had been contacted and had given his 
permission for the first seven to take part in the 
official sessions, some of the F1CA ‘entries being 
scratched. Rather reminds one of the man who said, 
“You know, if anything happens to Scanlon, 
Callaghan gets to be Prime Minister. .. . ”’ 

Had this decision not been taken, however, it 
would have been very hard on Arturo Merzario and 
Patrick Neve, both of whom got round in under 1m 
20s. So they also were in, to be joined the following 
morning by Emilio Villota! That makes eight, and 
that is how it stayed. 

Of the rest, Guy Edwards tried hard with the 
Stanley-BRM, but never looked like making the 
field, and nor did Tony Trimmer, disappointing in his 
Surtees TS19. Early in the day, Mikko Kozarowitsky 
destroyed the monocoque of his March 761 when he 
went off at the chicane and new team-mate Andy 
Sutcliffe lost virtually all the first session with clutch 
and gearbox problems. Brian McGuire was three 
seconds adrift of everyone else. And Hector Re; 
begue. Derek Bell and David Prophet aii withdrew 

In the second session, we had one of those dreadful 
Sences when ail the cers peel off into the puts. ther 


drivers climbing out, grim expressions on their faces. 
An ambulance rushed off towards Copse and practice 
was Officially halted. David Purley had been involved 
in a horrifying accident at Becketts, the Lec hurtling 
into the corner, cutting through the marker cones on 
the inside of the apex before slamming into the 
outside bank head-on, at around 110mph. Immedi- 
ately work began to free David from the car, but it 
was a terribly difficult and complicated task for the 
marshals and rescue workers. A long, long job which 
in itself was a good sign. In the pits, people were 
saying “if they’re taking their time, it can’t be that 
bad’’. Well, in absolute terms, it wasn’t. That Purley 
had survived the impact at all was remarkable, but 
injuries to his left leg, ankle, pelvis and ribs were very 
serious and, after 50 minutes, he was rushed away to 
hospital. 

The cause of the accident is not yet firmly estab- 
lished. Certainly, David was going very hard indeed 
at that time, having had a lot of problems earlier on. 
The lap before the accident was, in fact, his quickest 
of the day. The marks on the road indicate that 
nothing was amiss with the brakes and the most likely 
cause was a jammed throttle. Peter Jowitt examined 
the wreckage later and commented that Purley was 
extremely lucky to have been sitting in such a strong 
monocoque. Whatever, a very sad thing. 

So, the preliminaries over, on Thursday morning, 
the heavies arrived. Testing the week before had 
indicated the likelihood of yet another Andretti pole 
position, for not only had Mario been quickest, he 
had also been consistently quickest, apparently able to 
turn in regular laps in the low and middle 1m 19s- 
bracket, the sort of time achieved by most: of the 
others only when they were really trying. During 
those two days, the American had been as confident 
as ever, pleased with the car. 


James Hunt came to Silverstone only for one day of 


testing, but nonetheless put in the second quickest 
time overall with the McLaren M26. Now this sort of 
thing has happened before, of course. Frequently, the 
car has gone splendidly during testing (most notably 
at Zolder and Anderstorp), but come official qualify- 
ing and the race, has reverted to its old, recalcitrant 
self. 

But not so this time. Hunt's name was at the top of 
the list at the end of the first session, and he removed 


This is the way it was for 25 laps, Watson keeping the Brabham-Alfa out in front of Hunt’s McLaren. 


half a second more, to finish up with 1m 18.49s, 
beyond the reach of anyone else and quicker even 
than Andretti’s testing time. “I am a great deal 
happier with the car,” he said, after practice. “In 
relation to the other cars, the M26 is still not as 
competitive as the M23 this time last year, but I feel 
we are making real progress now.”’ This was a race 
James really needed, not merely for the emotional 
reasons of winning before a British crowd, but also to 
lift himself back into serious contention for the World 
Championship. There was a great deal of pressure on 
him last weekend. He went no quicker in the last 
session but there was no need. 

For Silverstone, Jochen Mass was also at the wheel 
of an M26, this a brand new car. It was the German, 
of course, who gave the car its maiden outing, at 
Zandvoort last year, since when he has driven the 
M23—and very successfully. During the second ses- 
sion, in fact, he put in a few laps with the older car. 
After spending much of Thursday getting the M26 
sorted, Mass was very much quicker the following 
day, lopping a full second off his previous time to 
qualify 11th. 

Between the M26s, ninth quickest overall, was the 
remarkable Villeneuve and his M23, by now the 
talking point of the paddock. By the end of practice, 
he had covered no less than 169 laps over three days, 
and looked more confident with every minute. That 
Gilles is associated with the Mclaren team is primar- 
ily due to James Hunt’s impressions of him during the 
Formula Atlantic race at Trois Rivieres last year. But 
despite his formidable reputation in Canada, few can 
have expected this sort of performance from him, first 
time out. 

“You can’t let these things get you down too 
much.”’ In the paddock, John Watson was talking of 
Dijon, the latest in a string of disappointments for 
him. “I was pretty depressed for a few days after- 
wards, but you get over it. All you can do is go on to 
the next place and start all over again.’ After a 
variety of problems on Thursday, Watson had an 
engine go in the race car after only a couple of laps 
during the unofficial session on Friday morning. The 
Brabham mechanics immediately set about changing 
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it in time for the final 60-minute thrash in the 
afternoon, while John went out in the spare, putting 
in a lap at 1m 18.6s. In the final session, he tried both 
cars before opting to stick with the spare. Not quite 
able to equal his morning time, John nevertheless put 
himself on the front row with the quickest lap of the 
session, set right at the end. ; 

During the first session, Hans Stuck looked to be 
on tremendous form with the second Brabham-Alfa, 
squeezing a lot of laps (51) into the 90 minutes and 
ending up with the second fastest time. Unfortu- 
nately, however, he went less quickly thereafter, and 
second had become seventh by the end of practice. 

Until Watson’s last-minute flier, the front row 
looked like a return to 1976. While Hunt’s pole time 
looked impregnable, the man looking most likely to 
worry him was Niki Lauda, very much happier with 
the Ferrari at this race. At various places round the 
circuit, the Austrian’s car looked steadier than for a 
long time. Niki really seemed to be in the mood at 
Silverstone, driving as hard as he knew how, a lurid 
spin at Becketts bearing this out. Coming out of the 
corner, he was on the throttle early and hard, the 
nearside rear edging out and out, finally just getting 
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The new Renault did not last too long, but it was a satisfactory debut nonetheless. 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


One of the sensations of the meeting was Gilles Villeneuve on his debut for the Marlboro-McLaren team. 


on to the grass. Immediately, the car was gone, 
spinning away down the road, completely obscured 


’ by its own tyre smoke, Lauda hitting the brake pedal 
- hard. Nothing was damaged, and the next time 


around, Niki went through as quickly as ever. At 
Silverstone, both the Ferraris had repositioned front 
suspension pick-up points, Lauda commenting that 
his car now turned into corners much better. 

Last weekend, it was the turn of Carlos Reutemann 
to be the really disgruntled Ferrari driver. After the 
Thursday sessions, he was down in 21st spot. “‘I don’t 
know why, but it is very difficult to balance the car 
here. If you set the car to go through Stowe, for 
instance, you find it is impossible at some other 


corners.’’ How close to Lauda’s suspension settings 


were those on his car? ‘“‘Almost the same, almost the 
same. But, for me, it seems to be very bad understeer 
into the corners, very bad oversteer out.”’ During the 
last session, Lole improved his position to 14th, but 
was still three-quarters of a second from his team- 
mate. An unusual number of spins by the Argentine 


_ indicated how hard he was trying. 


“TI can tell you, it really shook me up,” said Jody 
Scheckter of his incident during testing, when the 
Wolf and its rear wing parted company at around 
150mph, ‘‘but we’ve got the car handling much better 
this weekend than it was then. In fact, it’s really not 
bad at all.”’ This latter comment is about as close as 
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he was actually m pretty good spirits the night before 
the race. Since his conciusive win at Monte Carlo, the 
luck of the Wolf team has turned all bed but 
Scheckter was optimistic of taking some points from 
this one. Throughout the meeting, the car was 
wearing its new airbox, tried at Dijon but not used for 
the race. Jody started the race from row two, 
alongside Lauda. 

Five places lower on the grid than one might have 
expected, was Mario Andretti’s JPS 78, which quali- 
fied sixth. He said he was quite happy with the car’s 
handling, but felt his engine was a little flat, about 300 
revs down. His practice was further hindered by an 
incident during the second session, in which he found 
his view of the road at Chapel Curve obscured by a 
huge cloud of tyre smoke, in the middle of which was 
Vittorio Brambilla’s Surtees. To avoid the TS19, 
Andretti plunged off the road and into the fields. The 
wheat therein proved to be taller than the Lotus 
number one driver, but eventually he extricated 
himself and got the car back to the pits: “I tell you 
man, there was so much wheat in that car, we should 
have exported it to Russia!” 

Andretti was sure that the car would be better on 
race day, for the mechanics were going to fit the 
familiar Nicholson engine overnight. Sure enough, on 
Saturday morning, he reported after the warm-up 
that the fresh engine would pull more revs on full 
tanks than had the practice engine with just a few 
gallons on board. But ahead of Andretti on the grid, 
and in really great form all weekend, was Gunnar 
Nilsson in the other 78, who nosed ahead of his team- 
mate in the final session to qualify fifth. 

John Surtees was in excellent spirits after practice 
for not only had Vittorio Brambilla qualified his TS19 
an excellent eighth, but also the team’s second car 
was in the race, in the hands of Vern Schuppan, the 
third man to race the Durex car this year. This was a 
brand new chassis whose biggest shortcoming, ac- 
cording to the Australian, was gross understeer. At 
Becketts, this was especially noticeable, Vern having 
to lift right off in order for the front tyres to get some 
grip. In the last session, he made a really heroic effort 
and lowered his previous best time by well over a 
second. “I can’t really judge the car at the moment. 
It’s brand new and needs a lot of sorting.’’ Would he 
be doing more races for Big John? ‘Difficult to say 
right now. I’m going to see him about it next week. I 
hadn’t really planned on doing any F1 this year. After 
USAC, it seems bloody competitive to me!”’ 

Still in deep trouble last weekend were Ken 
Tyrrell’s boys. There were yet more major changes to 
Patrick Depailler’s car. The front track, 10 inches 
wider for Dijon, was an inch more than that at 
Silverstone, and the rear track was also wider. In 
addition, the car’s wheelbase was three inches longer, 
and there was also a new wing for Patrick to try. His 
car also had the first of the Kevlar bodies, this being 
about 17Ibs lighter than the normal ones. For all these 
changes, or perhaps because of them, the car looked 
pretty well undriveable and Depailler was stuck down 
in 18th position on the grid. 

Ronnie Peterson’s Tyrrell had also undergone 
modifications over the past couple of weeks, now 
being to exactly the same specification as was De- 
pailler’s at Dijon. Qualifying 10th, a second off the 
pace, Ronnie delighted the spectators as much as ever 
with a lovely show of controlled power slides. For all 
that, the Swede, taking part in his 102nd Grand Prix, 
was slower than Gilles Villeneuve. 

Both Shadows looked decidedly twitchy during 
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practice, Alan Jones’s car in particular flicking 
sideways as “he turned the wheel at the entry to 
Becketts. With the DN8 thus oversteering, he then 
held the car through the corner on opposite lock, the 
power very confidently applied. Splendid to watch, 
but it was apparent that the Australian was having to 
work very much harder than most. The Shadows were 
also slow in a straight line, affirmed Riccardo Patrese. 
“Really, is the main problem. Is oversteering, sure, 
but balance is not bad. In the straight is slow, and this 
is a very quick track.”’ By the end of the day, the 
young Italian only just made the race, 25th out of 26. 

A major surprise—even to himself—was the posi- 
tion of Rupert Keegan after the first session. In 
Hector Rebaque’s Hesketh, Rupert set the fifth 
quickest time, a fraction away from Andretti and 
quicker than Lauda! ‘There you are, told you I was 
an ace!’’ Keegan’s was the only Hesketh in the race, 
for Rebaque wisely decided to give Silverstone a 
miss, and Harald Ertl’s deal with the team has come 
to a sudden end. “I’m surprised how high on the list I 
am,” admitted Keegan, ‘‘because the car doesn’t feel 
that good. It’s not bad, better than it was, but still not 
good.” Fractionally slower in the last couple of 
sessions, his original time was still good for the 
seventh row, next to Reutemann’s Ferrari. 

Jacques Laffite, using the short-wheelbase Ligier, 
was a trifle mystified. ‘““Well, I have little bit of engine 
problem, but nothing bad, and the handling seem 
OK. You know, I think the best thing with this car is 
the brake, but here is not so important, with fast 
corners all the way round.” Back in 15th place on the 
grid, Jacques was still anything but despondent. He is 
a racer, pure and straight, and his practice times 
rarely approach his performance on race day. 

Sensationally quick on Thursday morning—better 
even than Villeneuve—was Patrick Tambay, still 
raving about his Ensign. “The brakes are fantastic on 
this car! The handling seems neutral, and the only 
real problem seems to be the traction. But even that 
we are improving.” Unfortunately, Tambay lost the 
last minutes of the final session when the mechanical 
fuel pump failed, robbing him of the opportunity to 
improve his time further. No matter. It was an 
auspicious beginning to his Grand Prix career. 

But if all the faces around the white Ensign looked 
happy after practice, those near the blue one did not. 
For the first time in his life, Clay Regazzoni failed to 
qualify, indeed to get close to a qualifying time. The 
problem, he said, lay with the car’s lack of straightline 
speed; the handling felt fine. And certainly that is the 
way it looked, corner times taken at Becketts showing 
the Tissot car to be one of the very quickest. The 
Swiss was very neat through there and had the power 
on early. At the end of each stint, he would climb 
from the car, unable to believe his times. On Satur- 
day evening, the little Ensign caravan personified 
dejection as Mo Nunn and Clay tried to discover what 
had gone wrong. 

By contrast, Arturo Merzario was his usual bouncy 
self, yet again comfortably the speediest of the March 
drivers, enjoying himself on one of his favourite 
circuits. Brett Lunger’s McLaren was also a comfort- 
able qualifier, finishing up ahead of Jarier’s ATS 
Penske. JPJ was angry at the end of practice, saying 
that he would have been much higher up the grid had 
not his front roll-bar broken after just two laps of the 
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- final session. . 


And of course there was the Renault, its muted 
engine note and “early” gearchanges refreshing to 
the ear. After the first day, it seemed that the car 
might well fail to qualify for its first Grand Prix. For 
one thing, Thursday was not a particularly warm day 
and the Michelin tyres like heat if they are to give of 
their best. And for another, Jean-Pierre Jabouille had 
a turbocharger break in the second session. ‘‘Well, we 
were ready for this,’’ said Gerard Larrousse. “Some 
people told us we were mad to come to a race at this 
stage, that we should have spent much more time on 
testing and development first. But I tell you, you 
learn much more when you go to a race. Already 
today, we find two very important things.”’ And what 
were they? He grinned and looked at the sky, 
immediately changing the subject. ‘“‘Something else, 
you see, today we had a turbocharger to change and 
that took 40 minutes. You know how long to change 
one on the sports car at Le Mans? Four!”’ 

On Friday afternoon, however, the sun was out, 
and Jabouille managed to lower his time by a full 
second, qualifying with ease and delighting his mas- 
ters. Did the turbo lag cause him any problems in 
traffic? “‘No, none at all, not really. There is very 
little delay, actually.”” At 35, after years of patient 
dedication, Jean-Pierre is where he has always want- 
ed to be, in Grand Prix racing, and there seemed to 
be no happier man in the place. 

The Copersucar-Fittipaldi FS is still refusing to 
behave as Emerson Fittipaldi would wish. It was here 
at Silverstone, at the British Grand Prix two years 
ago, that the great Brazilian scored his last victory, 
and one can only wonder how long he will resist the 
temptation to seek a drive worthy of his ability. To 
see all that talent squandered every couple of weeks is 
heartbreaking. Throughout the first day, Emerson 
was hampered by a misfiring engine, but still the 
abiding problem is the handling: they simply cannot 
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get the back end to work. ‘‘At every circuit, we have 
the same trouble. The front is good, really. But we 
cannot make the back stick properly. Still, it’s better 
than it was.”’ 

Although the original intention was to run the 
March 771 for Ian Scheckter, the South African was 
in old faithful, the 761B, throughout the meeting. 
“It’s going a lot better than at Dijon, that much I will 
say. We were going to bring the 771, but it’s having a 
lot of modifications at the moment—going back to 
side rads and so on.’”’ Like most of the March drivers, 
Ian set a time in the first session, and was unable to 
better it thereafter. Exactly the same was true of 
Patrick Neve, in Frank Williams’s car, the Belgian 
claiming the last position on the grid. Marches tend to 
heat up their front tyres more than most, the cooler 
weather of Thursday being more to their liking than 
the hot conditions the following day. 

Apart from Clay Regazzoni, the others to miss the 
action were Alex Ribeiro (yet again the fastest non- 
qualifier), Brian Henton and Emilio Villota. 

Sitting in the traffic, queueing to get out of the 
circuit on Friday evening, there was plenty of time to 
contemplate the morrow, the race, the weather, the 
crowds. Especially the crowds. With Britain’s two 
leading drivers on the front row of the grid, North- 
amptonshire was in for one busy time. 


RACE 
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Race day was completely chaotic. In the paddock, 
familiar faces arrived, late, people telling stories of 
abandoning cars five, six miles away, trudging across 
fields, all to have any hope of arriving at the track 
some time before the start. In all, 85,000 people 
turned up, and it seemed like ten times that number. 
Were there really fewer people than can be accom- 
modated by Wembley Stadium? Whatever, the place 
was packed. » 


Another debutant to make an impression was Patrick Tambay with his Yip-sponsored Ensign. 
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of actos. The Geund Po scheduled to start at 3 
o'clock, was preceded by every conceivable type of 
demonstration. The Geoe> 2 Jaguar flew round 
briefly, sounding end looking giorious—and merci- 
fully not disgrecing mself. As ever, however, the 
highlight of the ‘pre-race entertainment’ had to be the 
superb Red Arrows, as slick as ever. No matter how 
many times you see them, the effect is always the 
same. Awesome they are, nothing less. 

Finally, the build-up done, spectator areas thick- 
ened as those without portable grandstands struggled 
to get around those with, clamouring to get close to 
the fence as the cars emerged from the pits to begin 
their warm-up lap. 

Before the race, James Hunt was very hopeful— 
naturally enough—of getting down to Copse in the 
lead, of settling the issue early. But coming up to the 
line, he realised there was trouble. The McLaren’s 
clutch was refusing to free properly, so that even with 
his left foot right to the floor, the car would still 
‘creep’. James could, of course, hold the car on the 
brake, but was worried that holding it too long would 
overheat the clutch and burn it out. Consequently, he 
had to wait until the very last second before banging 
the clutch in and was slow away. 

Watson, however, had no such problems, and 
when the green light flashed, the Brabham-Alfa made 
a superb start, the clear leader down to Copse. And 
another man to get a real flier was Niki Lauda, the 
Ferrari screaming through from the second row to 
snatch second place at the first turn. Scheckter’s Wolf 
also got away well, the South African trying to muscle 
inside the Ferrari as they turned into Copse, but 
Lauda was having none of that, thank you, closing the 
door very firmly. James, after his problems, was 
fourth at this point. ; 

As the leaders disappeared towards Maggotts, the 
field was already minus one. At Copse, Reutemann’s 
Ferrari and Keegan’s Hesketh had touched (they had 
started from the same row) and Rupert’s car emerged 
from the,corner with one front wheel very definitely 
not parallel to the other. Finally it parted company 
from the car, and that was the end of Rupert, very sad 
for him after a good showing in practice. 

Watson really put a lot into that first lap, holding 
his lead all the way round and pulling out a little from 
Lauda, Scheckter and Hunt. Behind James, the two 
Lotuses were together, Nilsson ahead of Andretti, 
whose engine, from the very start, was already 
starting to smoke. At the end of the third lap, the 
roles were reversed, and we looked forward to a real 
fight between Mario and Jody. 

Early in the race, there was a spate of retirements. 
Peterson’s engine blew itself to pieces on the third 
lap, and Tambay’s F1 debut proved regrettably short, 
the white Ensign coming to a full stop with complete 
electrical failure a lap later. And then, after six laps, 
Ian Scheckter flew off the road at Club, hurting the 
Rothmans March but not himself. 

After seven laps, the scarlet Brabham still led from 
Lauda’s Ferrari, but James Hunt was now really on 
the move, getting by Scheckter and starting to close 
on Lauda. It was becoming a three-cornered fight, for 
Scheckter and the Lotuses were gradually being 
dropped. Every time around, one expected to see 
Andretti making a serious attempt to get past the 
Wolf, but this never happened, the three cars circu- 
lating in crocodile, lap after lap. The oil smoke 
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Above: Merzario, here passing Schuppan 
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*s Surtees, put in one of the drives of the race. Below: Not a happy GP 


Andretti (note left front fin), who blew up with five laps to go; team-mate Nilsson follows. 
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Laffite drove as hard as ever, but was hampered by a misfire which grew increasingly worse. Behind is Stuck, whose Brabham passed the 


Ligier before the end. 
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continued 


erifting from Andzetn's car every time the American 

@ot on the throttle coming out of a turn was starting to 
be a real problem for his team-mate, Gunnar’s visor 
eatching a fair proportion of it. Not funny at all. 

Next to go was Depailler, whose Tyrrell jinked to 
the left at the entry to Copse and mowed down a 

‘pouple of rows of catch fencing. ‘“‘A brake problem’, 
‘said the Frenchman as he walked back to the pits. 
What sort of brake problem? “Well, no brakes at all, 
gctually....’’ Ahem. While this was happening, the 
Renault, after circulating well for a dozen laps, was in 
pits, requiring attention to a broken inlet mani- 
fold. It took the mechanics a quarter of an hour to 
pepair it, whereupon Jabouille came out again, sadly 
enly for another four laps. The yellow car droned 
plowly past the pits, and Jean-Pierre parked it on the 
imside of Copse, another turbocharger broken. None- 
theless, it was far from a disappointing debut, and has 
strengthened the resolve of the Renault management 
to attend the remaining Grandes Epreuves this 
season. 

For the first 11 laps of the race, Gilles Villeneuve’s 
showing was altogether remarkable, the young 
French-Canadian grabbing seventh place at the start 
and maintaining it with no apparent problem, ahead 
of Mass, Brambilla, Laffite and Reutemann! But the 
McLaren’s temperature gauge was going up and up, 
and Villeneuve, unwilling to do something really 
expensive to the DFV, stopped at the pits to have the 
matter investigated. After a check, it was discovered 
that the gauge was faulty! Poor Villeneuve smoked 
the tyres out of pit lane, but two laps had been lost. In 
fact, Gilles came back into the race just as the leaders 
went by, and lost very little to them in the ensuing 


Another caller in the pits was Reutemann, whose 
Ferrari Had spun spectacularly at the Woodcote 
chicane. A front brake pipe had detached itself and 
when Carlos tried to slow the car he found himself 
with rear brakes only. Hence the spin. After having 
the pipe replaced, the Ferrari rejoined, albeit a long 
‘way back. 

At the front, Watson was looking more and more 
comfortable. Was he getting away or was Lauda 
slowing? The latter seemed more likely, for Hunt was 
all over the Ferrari, but not quite able to get by. 
Eventually, however, James nosed ahead of Niki at 
the Woodcote chicane, and the chase was on, with 
two-thirds of the race remaining. 

At this point, the M26 was quite clearly the fastest 
car on the circuit, Watson’s three-second lead evapor- 
ating quickly. After only six or seven laps, Hunt was 
right behind the Brabham, but Watson was in a 
similar position at Dijon when Andretti was pressing 
him, and showed no signs of weakness or error. “I 
think the M26 was definitely a little bit quicker than 
the Brabham’’, James was to say later, “‘but there was 
no way I could pass John. My only chance was to sit 


Jody Scheckter, here in the chicane, had another mi. 


rable race out of the points. Note the Wolf’s new airbox. 


there, pressure him and hope that he would make a 
mistake somewhere”. Certamly, the World Cham- 
as unflappable as in France. 

Once Hunt had gone by Lauda, the Austrian fell 
away quickly. For some time, he had been bothered 
by failing brakes and, having lost second place, could 
see no useful point in forcing. The Scheckter-An- 
dretti-Nilsson train was still running on time, but not 
close enough to the Ferrari to be a real threat. This 
three-car dice was, in fact, rather a disappointment, 
Andretti’s anticipated charge never coming, the JPS 
still smoking badly. Every time around, one doubted 
that it would appear again, but it always did. Eventu- 
ally, however, there surely had to be a ‘metal to 
metal situation’. Behind Mario, Gunnar was really 
Starting to fret for his team-mate’s oil was not only 
smearing his visor but also starting to clog his oil 
cooler. The temperature was climbing. 


Behind Gunnar at this time were Mass, Brambilla, 
Laffite, Stuck and Merzario. At the wheel of his 
privately-entered March, Art was doing a simply 
fabulous job, staying right with these factory cars, 
driving really hard. But, of course, happy endings are 
thing of the past—did they ever happen?—and the 
red March came slowly into the pits on lap 37, a 
driveshaft broken. A real shame. At the same time, 
Stuck moved ahead of Laffite, whose engine was 
misfiring more and more as time went on. 

All the way down the field, there was now virtual 
stalemate. Watson and Hunt continued to circulate 
nose-to-tail at the front, Lauda was on his own in 
third place, Scheckter had got away from Andretti 
and Nilsson, and Mass, in the other M26, was running 
alone in seventh. Behind Jochen was Brambilla’s 
Surtees, but the Italian came in on the 42nd lap for a 
new tyre. 

At the end of lap 49, however, there were both 
cheers and groans from the stands. Hunt’s McLaren 
came out of the Woodcote chicane alone; of Watson, 
there was no sign. Eventually, the Brabham ap- 
peared, making straight for the pits. It had happened 
yet again. ‘‘A fuel pressure relief valve broke,”’ said 
John afterwards. “I’ve never ever heard of that 
happening to a racing car before.’’ A couple of laps 
later, he returned to the race but finally retired for 
good on lap 61. 

So now James was home and dry, with a very 
comfortable lead over Lauda and no pressure at all. 


‘Indeed, Teddy Mayer hung out a sign to his driver, 


suggesting that he cool it and not risk running out of 
fuel. This done, Hunt really rolled it off for the last 
ten laps, safe in the knowledge that there was no 
threat to his lead. 

Behind him, however, things were different. With 
but 14 laps remaining, Gunnar Nilsson overtook his 
team leader, immediately pulling well away. Within 
the JPS team, there is a tacit agreement that Nilsson 
does not pass Andretti unless authorised by his pit. 
The situation rarely arises, of course, but on this 
occasion the move should have been made long 
before it was. Once by, Gunnar really got to his work, 
closing rapidly on Scheckter and the brakeless Lauda. 
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away from third place and four points. Nor was the 
drama yet over, for on lap 63 there was no Andretti. 
All the oil had gone, finally, and the engine let go 
dramatically as Mario headed into Woodcote. 
Thoughtfully, he immediately pulled off to the edge 
of the circuit, away from the line into the chicane. 
Brett Lunger’s line must have been somewhat unusa- 
al at that point, however, for he found the oil and 
spun his M23 into the catch fencing. Just before this 
happened, Hans Stuck had a huge moment on the off 
but managed to catch the car all right. 


And there it all ended, James bringing the M26 im 
for its first win, to a rapturous reception from the 
crowd. Lauda, pacing himself superbly right to the 
end of the race, took second place, just a second and 
a half in front of an absolutely inspired Nilsson, who 
had given his very best for the last 15 laps. What a 
pity he had to sit for so long behind the. ailing 
Andretti. Half a minute later, Mass arrived with the 
second M26, the last places being taken by Stuck and 
Laffite. 


“I would never have got past John,” said James. “I 
really felt sorry for him but still I was very happy to 
see him go. Apart from the clutch problem at the 
start, the car went really well.”” More than anything, 
of course, this win restores the team’s morale. Nine 
months without a victory is a long time for an outfit 
like McLaren Racing. For John Watson, it has been 
longer than that, and the Ulsterman really must be 
doubting that he will ever win another race. In the 
last four races, he has been wiped off the road twice, 
has had the car let him down twice. He can do no 
more. 


In actual fact, John was far less despondent after 
the race than one might have expected—certainly less 
so than at Zolder, for instance. Perhaps he’s getting 
resigned to it, almost anticipating it. “I don’t think I 
made any mistakes. I find it much easier to lead than 
to follow, actually. I knew that unless I did something 
wrong, James wouldn’t be able to get by.’’ “On one 
lap,” he continued, ‘“‘James got alongside me into the 
chicane, but there was no way I was going to give 
way. I learned a lot from him about that during the 
Dutch Grand Prix last year!”’ 


There was plenty of drama in this year’s John 
Player British Grand Prix, if very little actual overtak- 
ing. Niki Lauda has now put himself clearly at the top 
of the World Championship, but this time Jast year 
his position seemed infinitely more secure, remem- 
ber. Shall we recall this year’s race as the one which 
started another late run by James Hunt and McLaren, 
as the one which John Watson lost or the one in which 
we first saw Gilles Villeneuve, who surely would have 
finished fourth, had it not been for his stop? Time will 
tell. But certainly we will remember it as a superbly 
organised meeting, with not a trace of the controversy 
which has dogged the British Grand Prix over the past 
four years. 
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1968 S. African GP. ‘ 1968 Monaco GP. 1968 Belgian GP. 1968 French GP. 
J. Clark. Lotus-Ford G. Hill. Lotus-Ford B. McLaren. McLaren-ord J.Ickx. Ferrari 
Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch 


= 


1970 Spanish GP. ~—-- 4970 Belgian GP. vl 1970 Dutch GP. 1970 Italian GP. 


J. Stewart. March-Ford P. Rodriguez. BRM J. Rindt. Lotus-Ford C. Regazzoni. Ferrari | 
Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch 


Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch 


~ 1972S. African GP. - 1972 Spanish GP. 1972 German G.P 1972 US. GP. 


D. Hulme. McLaren-Ford E. Fittipaldi. John Player Special J.ickx. Ferrari J. Stewart. Tyrell-Ford 


Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch 


1974 Argentinian G.P. nL hs 4074 SoAticaniGe er 1974 FrenchG.P. 1974 Canadian GP. 


D. Hulme. McLaren-Ford C. Reutemann. Brabham-Ford R. Peterson. John Player Special E. Fittipaldi. McLarenford | 


Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Bral 
; | 


1976 Monaco G-P. 1976 Swedish GP. 1976 Canadian GP. 1976 Japanese GP. 
N. Lauda. Ferrari J. Scheckter. Tyrell-Ford J. Hunt. McLaren-Ford M. Andretti. John Player Spec 
Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheéd Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Br 


1969 Monaco GP. } 1969 French GP. 
G. Hill. Lotus-Ford J. Stewart. Matra-ord 
Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch 


1971 S. African GP. . 1971 French GP. 


M. Andretti. Ferrari J. Stewart. Tyrell-Ford 


& Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch 


1973 Spanish GP. 1973 Swedish GP. 


ittipaldi. John Player Special D. Hulme. McLaren-Ford 
Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brake 


1975 S. African GP. 1975 Dutch GP. 
J. Scheckter. Tyrell-Ford J. Hunt. Hesketh-Ford 


S 


Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes 


1977 Argentinian GP. 1977 Brazilian G.P. 
J. Scheckter. Wolf-Ford C..Reutemann. Ferrari 


Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes ‘ Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes 


We've been making parts for winning 
ag cars since 1921. In fact, when you look at 
Formula One Grand Prix winners since 
ary 1968, you'll see weve had a part in every 
le one. 

For a giant 40”"x30"full colour poster based 
lis advertisement but showing all 124 of them, 
send us a 65p cheque or postal order 


1969 German GP. 1969 Mexican GP. 
J. lckx. Brabham-Ford D. Hulme. McLaren-Ford 
Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes 


1971 Austrian GP. 1971 Italian G.P. 


Jo Siffert. BRM P. Gethin. BRM 


Borg & Beck Clutch Borg & Beck Clutch 
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1973 Dutch GP. 1973 Canadian GP. 
J. Stewart. Tyrell-Ford P. Revson. McLaren-ord 
Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes 


ee 
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1975 French GP. 1975 German GP. 


N. Lauda. Ferrari  C. Reutemann. Brabham-ord 


Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch 


1977 S. African GP. 1977 British Grand Prix 
N. Lauda. Ferrari J Hunt McLaren-Ford 
Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes Borg & Beck Clutch/Lockheed Brakes. 


made out to Automotive Products to cover postage 
and packing. 

Giant Poster Offer, Automotive Products Ltd., 
P.O.Box37, 31/33 Oxford Street, Leamington Spa, 
Warwickshire, CV32 4RB. 
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Automotive Products Limited, Manufacturers of Lockheed brakes, Borg & Beck clutches 


Lockheed steering and suspension. AP filters AP <ilencer< and AP autamaotic trancmicciam 


Derek Daly held off Stephen South until they collided at Chapel Curve on lap 15, eliminating South and dropping Daly to eighth. 


Ralts clean up 


Lucky win for Olofsson—South injured in collision with Daly after breathtaking dice for lead—Heat winner 
Brabham retires with overheating—Report: JEREMY SHAW 


**I was so lucky’’, said a somewhat be- 
mused Anders Olofsson as he mounted the 
victory rostrum having won the Vandervell 
Championship Formula 3 race last Satur- 
day morning—the main supporting event 
at Silverstone. The 25-year-old, bespec- 
tacled and studious-looking Swede had won 
his heat on Friday with his unsponsored 
white Ralt, but was being soundly beaten in 
the final by the two British-based drivers 
Stephen South and Derek Daly, until they 
collided at Chapel Curve on lap 15. South’s 
Team BP March turned upside down and 
careered away into the grass in a violent 
accident which wrecked the car completely. 
The rollover bar broke in the impact but, 
by the grace of God, Stephen did not suffer 
any serious injury. Daly was able to recov- 


er, and his Chevron finished in eighth 


ce. 

Another front-runner to retire was heat 
winner Geoff Brabham, whose Ralt over- 
heated after he had run wide when dicing 
with Olofsson and filled the nosecone with 
grass. Italian Elio de Angelis, therefore, 
tame through to finish a strong second 
from Brazilian Nelson Piquet, both in 
Ralts, while England’s Ian Grob crashed 
heavily on the last corner when seemingly 
about to take third place from Piquet. Ian’s 
Chevron. .was heavily damaged, but he lived 
io tell the tale that ‘‘The brakes went 
ttraight down to the flporboards!’’ First 
Briton to finish, then, was Tiff Needell in 
ihe Unipart March-Triumph in seventh 
place. 
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SILVERSTONE 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


a re 
From a total of 83 entries, which comprised virtually 
all the leading contenders from both the European 
and the British F3 championships, 60 cars and drivers 
actually practised for the right to run in one of the two 
heats, the first 12 in each heat plus the next 12 fastest 
heat times overall qualifying for the 20-lap final. 
There was ample practice time available for every- 


body, with an untimed test-day on Wednesday fol- ~ 


lowed by official practice of an hour on Thursday and 
a further half-hour on Friday for each of the heats, 
which were run on Friday afternoon. 

Practice for the first heat, for the ‘odd’ numbers in 
the entry, was dominated by the quietly-spoken yet 
confident 25-year-old Briton Stephen South, who 
qualified his Team BP March 763 more than four- 
tenths faster than anyone else. The WVandervell 
Championship leader lapped easily and with the 
minimum of fuss and bother to record a best time of 
1m 28.74s, which represents an improvement of a 
fraction under 0.9sec on his old lap record. The 
Derek McMahon Racing Chevron B38 of Derek Daly 
sported a new rear wing of Ralt manufacture since its 
appearance the week before at Cadwell Park, but did 
not feature the latest narrow track suspension as used 
on the works Chevrons. The genial Irishman gave 
tremendous spectator-value as he threw the car 
around the corners in classic Formula Ford style in his 


efforts to overcome the car’s reluctance to perform 


too well on the long Silverstone straights. This was a 
problem that afflicted all users of the Bolton product, 
and one which continued to aggravate them all 
weekend. 

Geoffrey Brabham drove as smoothly as ever in his 
Esso-backed Ralt and never seemed to be in any kind 
of a hurry. Appearances, however, can be deceptive 
and the confident Australian proved to be consistent- 
ly quick and would start his heat on the outside of the 
front row. 

A young man with a similar style to Brabham was 
Brazilian Nelson Piquet, who lapped his Ralt unob- 
trusively but quick enough to share a second row grid 
placing with the 1976 Grovewood award winner Tiff 
Needell. Tiff was sorely troubled in the first session 
with the Unipart March-Triumph and was far down 

Friday practice. “It's eae ay today”. said Tiff, 
“T've got a imited-slip diff that actually Emats the slip 


and I can also get full throttle! I could only get about 
7/8ths throttle yesterday”’. 

The Spanish Formula Seat 1800 champion Juan 
Villacieros performed well in his Roger Heavens-run 
Enagas Ralt, although he lost virtually all the final 
session stranded at Copse with a broken throttle 
cable. Geoff Lees had procured some new sponsor- 
ship from Denim After Shave and his works-run 
Chevron B38 looked very tidy in its new dark blue 
colour scheme. Unfortunately, it didn’t go as well as 
it looked. His engine was none too healthy on the first 
day, and then he suffered terminal understeer on the 
second after an early off-course excursion had 
damaged the splitter and the replacement was, aero- 
dymanically, slightly different; but Geoff was hoping 
for better things in the heat. The Swede Mats Nygren 
had no major dramas with his March and was the last 
man below the 90secs barrier. 

Fellow-countryman John Nielsen, who had 
impressed many people with his first drive at Silver- 
stone during the International Trophy meeting in 
March, could not quite get to grips with his Ralt and 
slipped from sixth fastest on Thursday to ninth at the 
end (a change of gear ratios proving detrimental 
rather than helpful). The 22-year-old Dutchman 
Huub Rothengatter performed creditably in his 
March 763 and was just faster than New Zealander 
Brett Riley, whose Starz-backed March 773 was now 
being run by David Price Racing following the demise 
of AFMP. Brett had a grim time on Thursday with a 
faulty distributor cap, which drastically retarded the 
ignition and left the engine very short of breath. 
Then, on Friday, he found that the car was under- 
geared for the straights. 

Twenty-one-year-old former kartist and Clubmans 
driver Don Farthing qualified for the fifth row with 
his Ralt, ahead of the similar cars of the vastly 
experienced Swede Ulf Svensson and Italian Oscar 
Pedersoli. Brazilian Mario Ferraris was still struggling 
with a swollen wrist, and was not aided by a poor 
engine in his works March. 

' Two Frenchmen, Patrick Gaillard and Philippe 
Colonna, both in Chevrons, sandwiched Sweden’s 
Stefan Johansson (Argo) on the seventh row of the 
grid, the latter’s car having been hastily rebuilt at the 
works by Nicky Jordan and his men following a crash 
the previous weekend m a Swedish 
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Convinced he would win the final, Brabham was unlucky to retire with overheating. z 


VANDERVELL CHAMPIONSHIP 4 


SILVERSTONE 


continued 


event at Falkenberg. the car was obviously still not 
quite right and suffered particularly from excessive 
wheelspin and oversteer, which combined to make 
life difficult for the talented young former national 
kart champion. 

Frank Sytner improved steadily over the two days 
in his first F3 outing with a new Chevron entered by 
his enthusiastic sponsors Foxcub Books. Frank was in 
a black mood after Thursday’s practice which saw him 
22nd fastest, but was distinctly happier after Friday, 
“‘Because we’ve gone back to Chevron’s settings and 
stopped trying to do it all ourselves”. Another F3 
debutant, Geoff Smailes, performed respectably in 
the first session with his Coalite March, but then tried 
a new nosecone with a longer splitter and slightly 
more rear wing to match, but found that it lost him 
200 revs on the straight. He, therefore, reverted to 
‘standard’ spec for the race. 

Aryon Cornelson Filho (March), Wolfgang Klein 
(Chevron) and Chris Farrell (Chevron) made up row 
nine ahead of the Greek George Aposkitis’s Lola 
T570 and Dane Jac Nelleman’s Chevron. Adrian 
Reynard (Ehrlich ES5), Ken Silverstone (Ralt), Bill 
Burley (GRD-Triumph), Roger Andreasson (Druid) 
and Ivor Jones (March) made up the grid. 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 
Stephen South (GB) .......... 
Derek Daly (IRL)..... 
Geoffrey Brabham (AU: 
Nelson Piquet (BR)............ ask 
Tiff Needell (GB) ..........cscccesscreeeeceeee 
Juan Villacleros (E) .......csccssssscsesoeee 
Geoff LOGS (GB)... cccreeceseenees 
Mats Nygren (S).........ccccccceerencceee 
Jolin Nielson (S) .........ccccccsseescecsees 
Huub Rothengatter (NL) .... on 
Brett Riley (NZ) ........-sesce 


The second heat proved to be slightly slower than 
the first, but appeared to be more closely fought. The 
unassuming Swede Anders Olofsson took a while to 
settle into his stride but then began reeling off sub- 
90secs laps almost at will. While most of his competi- 


Olofsson, who won his heat, was handed the final after the South/Daly incident. Here he is chased by Gabbiani 


tors were struggling to match his consistency, Anders 
was driving smoothly and impressively to be fastest of 


- his group in both sessions, although his best time was 


over half a second slower than South’s. Ninteen-year- 
old European karting champion Elio de Angelis, 
from Rome, was most impressive in the way he 
handled his Ralt on his first visit to the Northampton- 
shire circuit. He was not over-enthusiastic about 
Silverstone as a circuit, but did well to be just 0.02secs 
slower than Olofsson, who had raced at the Grand 
Prix meeting two years ago with an unfashionable 
GRD. Newbury’s Ian Taylor made full use of his 
Triumph/Holbay’s good top-end speed to record the 
third best time and thus put the Unipart Team March 
on the front row of the grid. Ian let his enthusiasm get 
the better of him in the dying minutes of the last 
session and the March spun backwards into the 
catchfencing at Club Corner; the accident ripped off 
both right-hand corners of the car, but it was repaired 
in time for the heat. 


Another British driver to show a surprising turn of 
speed was 24-year-old former sports car racer Ian 
Grob. Ian is in his first F3 season but went extremely 
well in his Alan Docking-prepared Chevron, which 
featured none of the ‘go-faster’ modifications that the 
works have produced over recent weeks. Ian’s time 
was equalled by a second young Italian ex-karting ace 
Giuseppe ‘Beppe’ Gabbiani in a fully modified (with 
narrow track and Ralt-type wing) Trivellato Chevron. 

Two further Ralts, driven by Ian Flux and Mario 
Pati from Brazil, headed the third row. The amiable 
American James King was unable to maintain the 
form which won him the race at Cadwell the previous 
Sunday and he found his works March suffering from 
understeer, particularly, for some reason, at Copse; 
the car was also prone to jumping out of gear, and on 
his last lap it jumped out of third at Becketts and he 
went wide and shredded the nose. 

Maidenhead-based Swede Eje Elgh was really 
struggling with his Marlboro/Plastic Padding works- 
entered Chevron, complete with all the latest tweaks. 
‘“Double-Egg”’ was a little more optimistic on Friday 
after rethinking his lines totally at most corners in an 
effort to combat his car’s understeer, but still he was 
not looking forward to a fourth row start. The little- 
known 25-year-old German Wolfgang Locher would 
sit next to Eje on the grid with his Ralt—the only car 
in the event running with a BMW engine. 


“I know @t's not me, because my mem sad I wes 
the best,” joked a disappointed Derek Warwick, who 


car was plagued by oversteer and did not show well in 
a straight line either despite the addition, on Friday, 
of a Ralt-type wing. These are mounted at the side, 
instead of centrally, and aré supposed to give a 
cleaner air-flow to the rear wing. Thorkild “the 
Gorilla” Thyrring was fastest of the works Chevrons 
on Thursday and thus was entrusted with a new 
engine for his Marlboro car on Friday. The Dane, 
however, could only improve by five-hundredths (to 
equal Warwick’s time) with clutch and gearbox 
problems. 

The next four fastest cars were all Ralt RT1’s, 
driven by Dane Henrik Spellerberg, Aussie Paul 
Bernasconi, Ireland’s David Kennedy and 
Villaciero’s team-mate Luis Canomanuel. The Irish- 
man was due to race his AFMP/March but was told 
on Monday that the car would not be coming over 
from Europe. David, therefore, had to sort out a deal 
on the double and received tremendous assistance 
from Ron Tauranac who conjured up the ex-Patrick 
Bardinon 1976-type Ralt and a spare Toyota engine 
plus a chief mechanic by the name of Larry Perkins! 
Larry and Ron, and David’s sponsors Road & Racing 
Accessories/Findus/Group Waterworks were all most 
helpful in enabling David to race at all. He found the 
car to his liking, though maybe the engine was a little 
tired and David resigned himself to starting on the 
sixth row alongside Bernasconi. 

Young Dutchman Jan Lammers qualified his 
unique Hawke next up ahead of Bruce Coate-Bond’s 
(March) and Werner Klein (brother of Wolfgang, 
who was in heat one) in a Chevron. Canadian Brian 
Ireland found that someone had loosened a rear 
shook-absorber on his Coalite March (the ex-Mario 
Pati car) so spent most of the Friday session spinning 
off the road, while John Stokes also had an excursion 
into the chicken-wire at Woodcote with his Bogarts of 
Birmingham Chevron. Giordono Regazzoni (March), 
Bertram Schafer, who had an abysmal time with his 
Ralt: ‘‘the car handles as if it had a slow puncture, but 
it hasn’t’?, Fernando Jorge (Ralt) and Pierre Dieu- 
donné (Ehrlich RP3) were all within two seconds of 
the pole time and thus reasonably competitive, while 
Richard Morgan in the Toyota-powered (for the first 
time) Anson, Ruedi Gygax (Argo) and Phil Silver- 
stone (Ralt) were rather further adrift. 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 
Anders Olofsson (S) ......sssssrssereensees 
Ello de Angelis (I)......:.... en 
lan Taylor (GB) ...... 
lan Grob (GB) .........++- 
Beppe Gabbiani (I)..... 
lan Flux (GB) ........0-. 
Marlo Pati (BR) .......... 
James King (USA) ..... 
Eje Eigh (S).........s.000. 
Wolfgang Locher (D)...... 
Derek Warwick (GB)...... 
Thorkild Thyrring (DK) 


. ete 


HEAT ONE 


Geoff Brabham made a perfect start and then cut 
over to the inside of the circuit in order to take the 
best line for Copse corner ahead of Daly, South, and 
Lees, who came up well from the third row. On lap 2, 
however, Lees “just ran out of road, put a wheel 
about a foot over the kerb and it was caught by a 
catch-fence pole.” The car spun off into the fencing. 
South became rather crossed-up on some oil at the 
same corner and was back behind Piquet before the 
March was pointing the right way again leaving Daly 
alone to harry Brabham. South shadowed the Brazi- 
lian for three laps before forcing through bravely at 
Woodcote at half-distance, leaving the Ralt driver to 
bounce over the kerbs and almost lose his fourth 
place to Needell. 

The Team BP March then closed up on the two 
leaders and set fastest lap, a new record, but had to 
settle for third place. Brabham was a delighted 
winner. and was obviously confident of going well in 
the final: ‘‘No problem’’, he stated. But what about 
South? ‘“Yeah, I s’pose he’s a bit of a worry”’! 


Vandervell Championship Formula 3 Rece—Heat One (10 laps): 
1, Geoffrey Brabham (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor AT1), 15m 06.178, 
106.48mph; 2, Derek Daly (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 15m 
06.82s; 3, Stephen South (March-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 15m 
07.30s; 4, Nelson Piquet (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 15m 12.618. 
Fastest lap: South, 1m 28.85s, 118.80mph. 


HEAT TWO 


Ian Taylor made a good start from the outside of the 
front row in heat two but even he had to give way into 
Copse to Ian Flux, who bounded through from the 
third row of the grid! At the end of the lap, though, 
the Englishman was down to second place, behind 
Olofsson and a lap later was further demoted by 
Gabbiani and Grob. The Italian tried very hard to 
relieve the Swede of the lead but found the Ralt to be 


continued 


On one of these, however, he slid wide off the circuit, 
picked up some grass in the radiator, which caused 
overheating and left him with no alternative but to 
slow his pace and hope to qualify for the final. 

Grob then took over the chase and coming into the 
final corner, the Ralt’s left-hand rear shock-absorber 
suddenly snapped, the second time it has happened to 
him this year; the car lurched drunkenly through the 
chicane amid a shower of sparks and Grob tried to nip 
through on the run to the flag on the outside line. The 
Ralt, though, slid a little wider and Ian was almost 
onto the grass before he backed off and let the Swede 
win by just 0.04sec! 

Elio de Angelis came through on lap one in a lowly 
seventh place but then fought back well and out- 
braked Flux for third at Woodcote on the last lap. 
Elgh could do no better than fifth while Gabbiani fell 
back to seventh behind Derek Warwick. Kennedy 
retired with a cooked engine after a trip over the grass 
filled up the radiator with grass. 


Vandervell Championship Formula 3 Race—Heat Two (10 laps): 
1, Anders Olofsson (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 15m 11.618, 
415.79mph; 2, lan Grob (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 15m 
11.658; 3, Elio de Angelis (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 15m 16.778; 
4, lan Flux (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 15m 17.538. Fastest lap: 
Beppe Gabbiani (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 1m 29.89s, 
117.42mph. 


FINAL 


Derek Daly made an excellent start to move into the 
lead at Copse corner ahead of South and Brabham, 
whom the Irishman had made sure did not have much 
room, followed by Olofsson, Nygren, Needell, 
Piquet, Grob, Flux and de Angelis. After five laps, 
Daly and South had detached themselves from 
Brabham and Olofsson, who, in turn, were pulling 
clear of a bunch comprising Piquet, Needell, de 
Angelis and Grob. 

South seemed to be being held up by Daly but 
there was absolutely no chance of the Irishman giving 
victory on a plate to the Englishman. Lap after lap 
Daly would hug the inside of the track entering the 
chicane and leave South no room at all to get by. It 
was the same all the way around the circuit with 
South trying desperately to get through, yet Daly was 
equal to every move. 

At Becketts, on lap fifteen, however, the Chevron 
slid sideways over a bump just before the apex and, in 
a flash, the March was alongside. The two cars then 
entered the slight left-hander at Chapel virtually 
alongside but with South inching ahead. Apparently, 
he then moved over to cut off any chance of Daly 
going past on the Hangar Straight but still Daly was 
not beaten. He knew that there was no way he could 
repass the March and kept the loud pedal hard down. 
The Chevron spun wildly across the track but the 
March flipped onto its back and shot off into the grass 
infield. The roll-over bar broke off in the horrifying 
accident and rescuers rushed to Stephen’s aid. While 
he was removed to hospital (see Pit & Paddock) Daly 
was able to rejoin in ninth place and Olofsson was left 
with a clear road to victory, though the race now 
became a complete anti-climax. 

Brabham had already retired with overheating 
after a trip onto the grass at Club when dicing with 
Olofsson, so de Angelis took over in second place 
having disposed of Piquet in fine style into Copse 
after the Brazilian had made a hash of the chicane. 
Gabbiani was one of the stars of the race in his climb 
from eighteenth on lap one to fourth at the end, 
though this was only because Ian Grob had whistled 
into the catch-fencing at Woodcote on the final lap 
when his brakes failed completely just as he was 
about to attempt to pass Piquet for third. The 
Chevron was badly damaged and Ian was whisked 
into the medical hut for a check up but he was merely 
stunned. 

Ralts had scored a 1-2-3 but had been rather 
fortunate to do so and the general opinion was one of 
disappointment that the two leaders should have 
crashed. South had looked to be on fine form and had 
been fastest the whole weekend; Daly had fought 
hard with seemingly inferior machinery, while the 
two Italians de Angelis and Gabbiani also look to be 
very good prospects for the future. 


Vandervell Formula 3 Championship, round 4 

Sliverstone, July 16 
20 laps—58.64 miles 

1, Anders Olofsson (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor ATi), 30m 10.32s, 

116.61mph; 

2, Ello de Angelis (Ralt-Toyota/Novamotor AT1), 30m 13.90s; 

3, Nelson Piquet (Rait-Toyota/Novamotor RT1), 30m 14.50s; 

4, Beppe Gabbiani (Chevron-Toyota/Novamotor B38), 30m 18.448; 

5, Mats Nygren (Merch-Toyota/Novamotor 763), 30m 20.838; 

6, Eje Eigh (Chewor-Toyot= Novamotor B38), 30m 25.52m; 

7. Te? Neecel (ters -T mum onHolbay 773), 30m 28.89s, 8, Derek 
Daly (Chevror-Toyote"™owenctor B38). 30rn 29.078: 9, Mario Patt 
(Rat-Toycte™owerectr F7") SO” 3° Ses 10, lan Tayfor (Merch 
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Stirling Moss held the crowds with a nostalgic performance at the wheel of this Maserati 250F. 


HISTORICS 


Well, we saw it. After the Grand Prix, the crowds 
stayed on to watch Stirling Moss race a Maserati. The 
Historic Racing Car event was an emotive one for a 
great many people. The core of the Silverstone 
administration is made up of men who have been 
closely involved in British motor racing since the war: 
privileged, therefore, to have witnessed the 
Moss/Maserati era. For them, and for an attentive 
section of the crowd, this was an occasion to provoke 
the most pleasing of memories. For the less fortunate 
among us, too young to have seen motor racing in the 
fifties but with soul enough to appreciate the art with 
which that peridd is associated, it was no less of a 
thrill. 

Not one of those who cared was disappointed. 
Moss drove with the style for which he is primarily 
remembered by the older enthusiasts, and (in spite of 
the intrusion of a modern crash helmet) he looked 
just the same as in the photographs studied by the 
younger. The organisers’ efforts to arrange drives for 
Stirling, for Roy Salvadori and for Jack Brabham 


Memory lane 


were amply rewarded. They were made possible 
through the sponsorship of Shell Superparts, through 
the co-operation of the RAC and by Neil Corner, 
who made the cars available. 

Moss’s 250F was chassis 2528, one of the 
lightweight 1957 team cars, the one with which 
Fangio won the Monaco GP and Behra won at Pau, 
Modena and Casablanca. Behra led the 1957 British 
GP at Aintree with this car, before retiring to cede 
victory to Moss and Brooks in the Vanwall. 

Brabham, who bought a 250F in 1956 with which he 
finished third in the Aintree 200 (won by Moss in his 
250F), had chassis 2527, also a lightweight 1957 works 
car, the one driven to victory in Argentina by Fangio 
and raced thereafter by Harry Schell. 

Salvadori’s mount was Corner’s 1959 Tasman 3- 
litre Aston Martin DBR4, similar to the car which 
Roy drove in 23-litre form in 1959 and 1960. Coming 
to Silverstone especially from his home between 
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Above: Roy Salvadori sadly retired when the right front wheel of the DBR1 fell off. Below: Jack Brabham was a 


hard-working sixth with his 250F. 
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Monaco and Nice, Salvadori was mighty impressive in 
practice, qualifying the Aston at 1m 47.44s, 1.35sec 
outside the Historic lap record. Only Corner himself, 
at the wheel of Tom Wheatcroft’s Donington Collec- 
tion BRM P25 (1:42.91), and. Willie Green in the 
Bamford 250F Maserati (1:46.25) were quicker. 

Fourth and fifth fastest during practice were Brab- 
ham and Moss, the former’s car spewing out oil from 
the front of the gearbox, both of them (like Salva- 
dori) taking the thing very seriously and bemoaning 
the stinginess of half an hour’s practice. Silverstone, 
they remembered well enough, except for the Wood- 
cote chicane; the cars, well, more time might have 
been made available for all their idiosyncrasies to be 
recalled to memory. Moss and Salvadori could not 
decide whether their cars were quicker than they 
remembered or whether the 20 intervening years had 
taken a personal toll; whatever, Abbey was no longer 
flat. ... 

All three were critical of the chicane, while conced- 
ing that it had become necessary. Brabham, in 
particular, regretted the passing of the old challenge 
of Woodcote: ‘‘My favourite corner in the world—I 
used to love scrabbling around there.’? Moss was 
more critical: ‘‘I tell you, any chicane is acceptable 
provided it has some character—and this hasn’t. You 
can’t see it, either. . . .”” Salvadori, apart from feeling 
that the chicane was ‘“‘a disaster all round”, 


A nostalgic moment as the famous number seven of Moss leaves the grid together with Salvadori (j foreground) 


Dron withstands pressure from Gordon Spice’s top-class Capri. 


Dron dominates 


—— 
and Brabham. 


bemoaned the effect it had on the Historic cars with 
their slower acceleration. 

True, Woodcote was no longer; ‘but it mattered 
little. As they completed their warm-up lap, all 
qualifying times went by the board as the startline 
marshals ushered Maserati number 7 onto pole posi- 
tion, Brabham also joining Salvadori on the front row 
as Corner and Green lined up behind. The early laps 
were pure showtime, but nobody minded for the 
spectators relished the commentary of an audibly 
moved Peter Scott-Russell: ‘‘It’s Salvadori, Moss just 
behind. . . .”’ Roy led the first lap, pressing on well in 
the Aston; Moss led the second, Salvadori the third 
and fourth. 

Now the faster men took over. Corner made a 
break with the BRM, and Green put the JCB 250F— 
40bhp more than the other Maseratis—into second 
place at half-distance. With three laps to go, the race 
was really on, and Green passed Corner on the 11th 
lap and held on gleefully to win. 

All three of yesterday’s men put a lot into the race, 
and Salvadori, lapping even faster than in practice, 
held a solid third place on lap 9 when, with shattering 
abruptness, the right front wheel of the DBR4 
collapsed on the run in to Copse; Roy stood on 
everything, and drove the car onto the infield in a 
cloud of sparks. His nerves are still steel. Moss took 
up third place, making it all look so easy, and without 


Dron on top in practice and race—Superb Capri battle for second place— 
Bumping and boring tactics spoil otherwise excellent race—Report: 


ROBIN BRADFORD. 


Tony Dron became the second competitor 
in this year’s Tricentrol British Saloon Car 
Championship to win two rounds of the 
series with a dominating win in the eighth 
round on Saturday. The journalist and 
racing driver had left everyone behind in 
practice on Thursday and Friday and led 
all but three of the twenty laps. An excel- 
lent scrap for second place between the 
Capris of Gordon Spice, Chris Craft, Vince 
Woodman and Jonathan Buncombe made 
for one of the most exciting Gi races so far 
this season and certainly convinced many of 


the appeal and competitiveness of this cate- 
gory. Unfortunately, there were too many 
further examples of the bumping and bor- 
ing tactics which have become a feature of 
this championship in recent weeks and 
which must be stopped before the drivers 
attract the same sort of reputations which 
were prevalent in prodsaloon racing last 
season. 


Gl 
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putting a wheel wrong he stayed there to the finish. 
Brabham, unfamiliar in his son Geoff's crash 
helmet, struggled gamely on with rather a dog of a 
car, still spewing out oil all over him. In the final laps, 
he came under intense pressure from Christopher 
Mann in his nitro-fuelled 250F, and then from the 
rapid Simon Phillips with his methanol Cooper- 
Bristol; both passed the red car before the end. 
After the troublesome gearbox in Colin Crabbe’s 
Ferrari 375 GP had finally succumbed, Alan Cottam 
brought his fine Connaught into seventh place ahead 
of Richard Pilkington’s ‘offset’ Talbot Lago. Martin 


- Morris’s ex-Peter Bell (and John Bolster) 2-litre 


R11B was the first of the ERAs, well ahead of Bill 
Morris’s famous ex-Bira R2B, ‘Romulus’. 
Where were you, Luke? 


QUENTIN SPURRING 


Shell Superparts Historic Racing Car Race 
12 laps—35.18 miles 
1, Willie Green (2.5 Maserati 250F), 22m 6.59s, 95.48mph; 
2, Nell Corner (2.5 BRM P25), 22m 7.538; 
3, Stirling Moss (2.5 Maserati 250F), 22m 52.75s; 
4, Christopher Mann (2.5 Maserati 250F), 23m 0.63s; 
5, Simon Phillips (2.0 Cooper-Bristo!l Mk2), 23m 12.368; 
8, Jack Brabham (2.5 Maserati 250F), 23m 14.898; 

7, Alan Cottam (2.0 Connaught A-type), 23m 32.178; 7, Richard 
Pilkington (4.5 Talbot Lago), 23m 37.24s; 8, Martin Morris (2.0 ERA 
R11B s/c), 23m 45.308; 9, Bill Morris (1.5 ERA R2B s/c), 24m 6.228; 
10, Stephen Langton (2.0 Cooper-Bristo! Mk1), 11 laps. 

Fastest lap: Corner, 1m 46.25s, 99.34mph. 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


At Cadwell Park the previous weekend, it was 
Leyland’s Unipart F3 driver Tiff Needell who was 
suffering from sea-food poisoning. At Silverstone, it 
was the turn of Tony Dron to contract internal 
disorders which appear to be a feature of Leyland 
team-driving at the moment. Despite feeling under 
the weather, however, it was the lanky Dron who 
dominated practice for the saloon car race with his 
Leyland Cars Triumph Dolomite Sprints. Yes, Sprints 
for, as usual, he practised both a race and a ‘T” car in 
both sessions. 

Unlike two years ago, when there was only one 
hour-long practice session for the saloons at the 
Silverstone GP meeting, the timetable this year 
allowed for two 45 mins sessions, one at the end of 
Thursday and a second first thing Friday morning. 
The weather was fine for both sessions and the circuit 
dry. 

By the end of the first session, it was Dron quickest 
(and fourth quickest!) with a time of 1m 46.27s, just 
one-hundredth of a second quicker than Chris Craft’s 
Class A lap record—and remember that Dron is in 
class B—and nearly a whole second ahead of Gerry 
Marshall’s class record. The little Sprint was running 
with no problems and the “T’ car was only 0.7s behind 
in fourth spot. Colin Vandervell’s smart Triplex Ford 
Capri was the fastest top class car with 1:46.6 with 
Tom Walkinshaw’s lovely BMW 530i completing the 
top three on 1:46.92. 

Dron maintained the pace during the second ses- 
sion and, when the quickest times from the two were 
announced, Dron was on the front row twice— 
something even someone of his size and talents would 
find difficult to achieve—with his 1:46.13 and 1:46.16 
in the two Sprints the two quickest times. So, with 
Dron on pole position and really flying, it was Stuart 
Graham (1:46.18) in the Fabergé Capri who had just 
pipped Vandervell’s 1:46.20 to sit on the middle of 
the front row. 

The Grand Prix round of the British Saloon Car 
Championship always attracts a number of ‘one-off 
entries and additions to the field and the first one of 
these to appear on the grid was the black Capri of 
Dave Brodie, who has not contested a national Gi 
His time of 1:46.25 came from the second session in 
which he showed a marked improvement over his 
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Thursday afternoon time. Alongside him was Gordon 
Spice with 1:46.66, still only just half a second off the 
pole position pace. This was indeed going to be a 
close-fought race. 

Driving the Esso-supported Capri which he will 
share with Vince Woodman at Spa this weekend, 
Jonathan Buncombe, another driver making his first 
appearance in the series this year, had achieved 
1:46.82, to sit in the middle of row three, sandwiched 
between Woodman (1:46.70) and the BMW 530i of 
Walkinshaw (1:46.92) whose promise in the Thursday 
practice was not fulfilled on Friday morning. Wood- 
man’s time was achieved with Stuart Graham’s Spa 
engine borrowed for the second session after his blew 
in practice. After that had been returned to Stuart, 
Vince raced with his own Spa engine fitted. The new 
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Class-winners both: Bernard Unett (Avenger) and Richard Lloyd (Golf) battled together for the full race-distance, the verdict going to Lloyd. 


homologation parts for the Capri, such as the new 


pedal box, were fitted to Buncombe’s car but not 


Woodman’s. 

First person to practise more than a second slower 
than Dron was Chris Craft (1:47.18) whose Ham- 
mond’s Sauce Capri was alongside the second Class B 
car, the DTV Vauxhall Magnum of Gerry Marshall 
(1:47.56). Stuart Patterson’s Draka Foam Capri, 
being driven on this occasion by former Atlantic and 
prodsaloon racer Phil Dowsett, the amiable Jeff 
Allam, whose performances in the BP/Allam Motor 
Services Magnum this season have impressed many, 
and Holman Blackburn in the third Magnum, filled 
row five. 

A broken brake caliper in the Thursday practice 
and a broken valve on the second lap of the Friday 
morning session, left Win Percy and the Samuri/Brad- 
shaw Hire Plant Capri back on the sixth row along- 
side the smart Alfa-Romeo Alfetta GTAm of Jon 
Dooley, these two well down of Blackburn’s 1:49.30. 
Martin Thomas in the reliable, if somewhat slow, 
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Dolomite Sprint (1:54.51) took the inside of row 
seven with Freddie Jacks’ Capri (1:55.38) sandwiched 
between him and the quickest Class C car—and 
winner of its class and race at Donington the week 
before—Brian Pepper’s Access Equipment VW Scir- 
occo GTi (1:56.07). His closest class rival, Martin 
Brundle’s Toyota Celica GT, was only less than half a 
second slower on the next row. Fastest in class D, just 
by way of a change, was Bernard Unett’s immaculate 
Mopar Chrysler Avenger—at 1:56.77, almost a full 
second ahead of Richard Longman’s Mini on 1:57.40. 
On either side of Longman on row nine were two 
interlopers from the prodsaloon championships, Stu- 
art McCrudden (1:56.95) and Jock Robertson 
(1:57.56) with their Opel Commodore GS/E coupés. 
There is little time available to develop prodsaloons 
to make them competitive for one-off G1 races and, 
as a result, these class A cars were much further down 
the grid than could be expected and, while McCrud- 
den decided to go ahead and race, Robertson was 
non-starter. 
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What we've done for Lotus 


am 


Anda 


The John Player Team Lotus has 
continuously made its presence felt 
at circuit after circuit this season, 
gaining outstanding Grand Prix 
victories at Long Beach, Spain, 
Belgium and France for Mario 
Andretti and Gunnar Nilsson. 

ontribution to the Lotus success 


performance 


t 


comes from the NGK Spark Plugs that were 

selected for the Ford Cosworth 3-litre V8 engine. 

The secret lies in the refinement of their design and 

the quality of materials used in their construction. 
The result is the kind of wide heat range 

that can make a lot of difference to 

success on the circuits. 
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The reausinder of ste bottom two classes filled the 
rest of the eid. te bealthy state of the 1600cc class in 
particular reflected im the variety of models with 
Brian Muir's Renault Alpine 5 (1:57.88), Richard 
Lloyd’s VW Golf GTi (1:57.97) and Peter Hilliard’s 
Alfetta GT1.6 (1:58.10) next up. The second Team 
Longman Mini of Alan Curnow (1:58.25) was next 
up, just ahead of another first appearance in the 
series, a Ford Mexico of Escort series regular Wayne 
Wainwright (1:58.60). Barrie Williams’ aged but 
entertaining 1300 Alfa (1:59.21) was alongside the 
first Alfa Romeo Alfasud Sprint to be seen racing in 
this country, the Napolina Dealer Team car of John 
Myerscough. The ill-fated Team Lassman Mini 
1275GT of Jim Burrows, the Alfasud Tis of Rex 
Greenslade and Nigel Rosser, Cyd Williams (Escort 
Sport), Martin Williams (Toyota Celica GT) and Sue 
Tucker-Peake (Renault Alpine 5) completed the 36- 
car grid. 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 


Ford Capri Mkll.............006 
Vauxhall Magnum Coupe... 
Ford Capri MKIl...........c2sc00 
. Vauxhail Magnum Coupe... 
. Vauxhall Magnum Coupe 
. Ford CapriMkll............. 
. Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTA: 
ane Triumph Dolomite Sprint... 


Martin Thomas... 


Freddie Jacks .............cc00 FOrd Caprh MK  secceccesscscccadecarcoareascess 1:55.38 
Brian Pepper...............:00000 Volkswagen Scirocco GTI..............+. 1:56.07 
Martin Brundle ................00¢ Toyota Celica 1600 GT .................. 1:56.42 
Bernard Unett ............::0000 Chrysler Avenger GT...........:scecee 1:56.77 
Stuart McCrudden.............. Opel Commodore GSE................:000 1:56.95 
Richard Longman .............. Leyland MINI 1275 GT ............:ccccenee 1:57.40 
Jock Robertson.............00. Opel Commodore GSE...... 1:57.56 
Brian Mulr ...... . RenaultAlpineS............ 1:57.88 
Richard Lloyd. . Volkswagen Golf GTI..... 1:57.96 
Peter Hilliard .. . Alfa Romeo Alfetta GT 1. 158.10 


Alan Curnow .. . Leyland 1275GT............ 


Wayne Wainwright. . Ford RS Mexico......... 58. 

Barrie Williams................06 Alfa Romeo GT Junior.... 1:59.21 
John Myerscough ..........06 Alfa Romeo Alfasud Sprint.............0 2:02.24 
JIM BUrOWS ......ceeeeeeeceenseee Leyland MINI 1275 GT ...........cccceeeeeee 2:02.41 
Cyd Williams... Ford Escort 1600 MKII....-......seseerereee 2:03.93 


ae Alfa ROM@OAIfasud Tl ..........0.0000016 2:04.13 
Martin Willams ...........060000 Toyota CelicaGT....,......ssssssssesseesees 2:04.32 
Nigel Rosser .........c.cccseeee Alfa Romeo Alfasud Ti .............ccsc00 2:04.83 
Susan Tucker Peake.......... Renault Alpine 5 ..........ccccsscssresseees 2:11.10 


Rex Greensiade..... 


we could do for you... 
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RACE 


Poor Brian Pepper. Having practised quickest in class 
and appearing ready to repeat his class win of the 
previous weekend, he was wheeled off the grid at the 
Start, with the exhaust pipe falling off the Scirocco. 
But there was little time to sympathise with him, for 
the field was away at 12.3ipm with Tony Dron and 
Stuart Graham the quick men off the front row and 
Gordon Spice managing a flier ee the outside of the 
second row. 

The Observer at Copse Goenek tis first on the 
2.93-mile Silverstone Grand Prix circuit—was busy 
from the first lap, as a number of minor (and not so 
minor) collisions occurred in front of him. Among the 
damage was a bent nose on Tom Walkinshaw’s BMW 
530i, many bent panels on Vince Woodman’s Capri— 
and a bent steering rack, which ruined handling for 
the rest of the 20 laps—and a very bent Team 
Lassman Mini which rolled after Martin Williams 
(Toyota Celica), Rex Greenslade (Alfasud Ti) and 
Jim Burrows in the Mini collided. 

But, out in front and away from the bumping and 
boring, Dron’s fleet little Dolomite Sprint rounded 
Woodcote to complete lap one ahead of Gordon 
Spice, Colin Vandervell, Stuart Graham and Chris 
Craft (after a fine start from row four) in their Capris, 
Tom Walkinshaw’s BMW, Jonathan Buncombe, Phil 
Dowsett, Win Percy and Vince Woodman in their 
Capris. The three Magnums of Gerry Marshall, 
Holman Blackburn and Jeff Allam were next up. 

Spice was through before Woodcote next time 
round, but Dron was not interested in letting go and 
tucked into the slipstream of the larger Capri and 
held on. The order behind was static, except that the 
flamboyant Marshall had already disposed of the 
Capris of Woodman and Percy. The top six were 
already pulling away from the rest of the field, Spice 
and Dron almost locked together as the little Leyland 
tried all ways round the Capri until, at quarter- 
distance the red, white and blue Sprint had pulled 
ahead coming out of Stowe. Graham was by now 
pressuring Vandervell for third as the leading bunch 
were already beginning to lap the lower class 
backmarkers. 

By lap 8, Dron was beginning to drop Spice and, a 
lap later, Graham inherited third spot when Vander- 
vell stopped in the pits for a quick two-minute wheel 
change—as did Walkinshaw—both changing their 
nearside rear wheels. So, at half distance, the order 
was Dron, now well ahead of the rest, Spice, 


See 


Q 


ri ge ria, #9 


his way round the circuit in very impressive style. The 
class-leaders, all of whom were to be in sight on the 
back straights at the same time on lap 11, were Dron. 
Spice, Bernard Unett (Avenger) and Richard Lloyd 
(Golf) who were having a super little dice. 

Had this round of the Tricentrol series been a 1S 
lapper, it would have held its level of excitememt = 
the last. On lap 12, Craft eased past Graham, these 
two and Spice now circulating for most of cach lee 
virtually side by side. Two laps later, all three 
changed, Craft moving into second, Graham drop 
ping to third, and Spice falling back to fourth, = 
problem he compounded on the next lap by spinning 
at Woodcote and dropping down eighth, elevating the 
hard-driving Buncombe to fourth, followed by Wood- 
man, Percy, and Marshall, Spice, Allam, Dowsett 
and Martin Thomas (Dolomite), the only 11 cars on 
the same lap. Dron was by now far ahead of the field 
and guaranteed a win—his second overall in the series 
this year—unless anything unforeseen should hap- 
pen. The interest therefore, settled on the battle for 
second, with Craft and Buncombe both moving up 
one, pushing Graham to fourth three from the end, 
Buncombe snatching second momentarily at the end 
of the penultimate lap, and Craft retaking it in time 
for the chequered flag. 

The Unett/Lloyd battle resolved itself in favour of 
the latter, with class wins for both. 


Tricentrol British Saloon Car Championship, round 8 

Sliverstone, July 16 
20 lape—58.64 miles 

1, Tony Dron (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 36m 00.878, 97.69mph; 

2, Chris Craft (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 36m 12.468, 97.17mph; 

3, Jonathan Buncombe (3.0 Ford Capri tl), 36m 12.908; 

4, Stuart Graham (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 36m 17.268; 

5, Vince Woodman (3.0 Ford Capri Il), 36m 20.418; 

6, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 36m 32.638; 

7, Jeff Allam (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum Coupe), 36m 48.178; 8, Gordon 
Spice (3.0 Ford Capri !l), 36m 55.208; 9, Phil Dowsett (3.0 Ford Capri 
I), 36m 56.76s; 10, Martin Thomas (2.0 Triumph Dolomite Sprint), 19 
laps. 

2300cc to 3000cce: 1, Craft; 2, Buncombe; 3, Graham; 4, Woodman; 
5, Spice; 6, Dowsett. Fastest lap; Graham, 1m 46.458, 99.16mph. 

1601cc to 2300cc: 1, Dron; 2, Marshail; 3, Allam; 4, Thomas. No 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Dron, 1m 46.68s, 98.94: (record). 

1301cc to 1600cc: 1, Richard Lloyd (1.6 VW Golf GTl), 37m 25.708, 
89.30mph; 2, Martin Brundle (1.6 Toyota Celica GT); 3, Cyd Williams 
(1.6 Ford Escort Il). No other finishers. Fastest lap: Lloyd, 1m 56.288, 
90.77mph 

Up to 1300cc: 1, Bernard Unett (1.3 Chrysler Avenger GT), 37m 
25.878, 89.30mph; 2, Richard Longman (1275 Leyland Mini GT); 3, 
Alan Curnow (1275 Leyland Mini GT); 4, Barrie Williams (1.3 o 
Romeo GT Junior); 5, John Myerscough (1.2 Alfa Romeo 
other finishers. Fastest lap: Unett, 1m 56.298, 90.76mph peookan 


NGK plugs you can buy for your car too, which 
can make a sizeable difference to every-day driving. 
That’s why motorists in more than 140 countries 
rely on NGK to help them deal with everything 
from mountain tracks to mRDEOI WAYS: efficiently and 
economical!) 


NGK 
The spark of genius 
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So, change to wide he range NGK and be up NGK Spark Plugs (UK) Ltd, 24 Burnt Mill, Elizabeth Wa 
with the leaders Harlow, Essex CM20 2) W_. Tel: Harlow y 418321 
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Livelier 
Avenger 


The Avenger is an old friend that has been 
around for quite a few years. It used to be built 
in the Midlands, when it carried the Hillman 
badge, but now it’s a Chrysler and it’s manufac- 
tured in Scotland, sharing the Linwood factory 
with the new Imp-replacement Sunbeam. At 
the time of this changeover, the car underwent 
quite a thorough facelift, some body changes, 
both external and to the interior, bringing the 
styling more into line with the Alpine. 

However, a far more important improvement 
concerns the engine, which has many subtle 
developments, all aimed at improved fuel econ- 
omy. A new camshaft, a horizontal Zenith 
carburettor breathing thermostatically-con- 
trolled air, and an electric radiator fan are 
among the technical features, all of which 
leaves the maximum power unchanged but 
gives better torque in the middle ranges, per- 
mitting a higher-geared axle to be used, again 
with economy in mind. 

The chassis remains entirely conventional, 
with independent front suspension having Mac- 
Pherson’s geometry and a live rear axle located 
on four links. The car tested was the four-door 
GLS, which is the most elaborately equipped 
and costly model of the range. It is a full four- 
seater with plenty of head-room for the rear 
occupants, knee-room being only restricted if 
the front seats are at the limit of their rearward 
travel. The luggage boot is of generous size, 
with the spare wheel recessed into the floor and 
covered with a soft mat. 

The driving position is comfortable, with a 
wide and well upholstered seat, though the 
gearlever is perhaps a little far forward. The 
front view is excellent, with a well-defined 
bonnet shape for easy parking, but the same 
cannot be said for the rearward outlook, as the 
length of the tail is a matter of guesswork and 
the quarter panels are somewhat blind. 

After starting, the engine must be humoured 
a little with the choke while warming up, but 
the control can be positively locked in interme- 
diate positions. The valve gear clatters at idling 
speeds but it becomes quieter as the revolutions 
increase. At normal cruising rates, the engine is 
quite smooth and not at all noisy; it does 
become unpleasantly raucous when really 
pressed, but there is not much point in using 
high revs on the gears as the unit is obviously 
running out of puff. The gearchange is very 
pleasant and third has a useful ratio for Pomnin: 
ing cruising speed after a check. 

Compared with the earlier Avenger the im- 

" proved torque makes the car feel more lively. 
The engine pulls strongly from low speeds, but 
there is a certain amount of rumble that encour- 
ages the use of third gear below 30mph. In 
general, this is a flexible unit, but just occasion- 
ally there is a curious surging effect when 

from rest, which is difficult to analyse. 
It could be due to compliance in the rubber 
bushes of the rear axle linkage, to a carburation 
flat-spot, or perhaps a bit of both. There is 
some road noise on certain surfaces and a little 
wind noise at the higher speeds, but these 
sounds are quite well subdued. 

Some people are less critical than I am of the 
riding comfort of cars, being perfectly happy 
with machines that I find unacceptably harsh. 
Nevertheless, I do feel that it is in this depart- 
ment that the Avenger could do with some 
further development. It is not that the ride is 
exceptionally hard, but the suspension never 
seems to settle down and is always on the 
fidget. 


4A spacious family car which compares favourably to its closest competitors.’’ 


At first, this behaviour reduced my confi- 
dence in the roadholding but I found later, 
rather to my surprise, that the car will corner at 
a most respectable speed and remains under 
perfect control. On very bumpy corners, the 
limiting factor is the hopping of the rear axle, 
but under normal conditions the Avenger is a 
safe and controllable car, with good stability 
under heavy braking. 

In re-styling the body, Chrysler have some- 
how made the car look larger and it is, in fact, 
quite a substantial family saloon. The interior, 
also, feels very spacious and the new instrument 
panel is attractive. The heater works well and 
the eyeball ventilators have separate ducts for 
fresh breathing air. 

For such a roomy and impressive car, the fuel 
consumption is moderate indeed, proving that 
all the engineering development is well worth- 
while. Any reasonably careful driver should 


obtain well over 30mpg and even the press-on, 


type will not get below 27mpg. The big head- 
lamps give a good carpet of light for fast and 
untiring night journeys. 

Under the bonnet, everything is very well 
aranged for accessibility and it would be a 
pleasure to work on the engine. Some of the 
detail work might be tidied up a little, for the 


Chrysler’s new small hatchback, to be manu- 
factured at Linwood in Scotland, will not be 
available until October, when prices will be 
announced. However, details of the specifica- 
tion have now been released and I shall. have 
more to say shortly when I return from the land 
of bonnie distilleries, where I shall be putting 
the machine through its paces. 

Briefly, it is a two-door saloon with a glass 
tailgate, of simple and robust construction. The 
rear seat is of the divided squab type, so that 
either or both halves may be folded down for 
the carriage of awkward-shaped objects. In 
front, there is MacPherson independent sus- 
pension, with rack and pinion steering. Behind, 
a live rear axle is on four links and coil springs, 
the spare wheel also being beneath the rear 
deck. 

Three engines are available, of 930cc, 1300cc 
and 1600cc. The smallest unit is of light-alloy 
construction, with an overhead-camshaft, 
which is derived from the Imp, of Coventry- 
Climax inspiration. The bigger engines are 
shared with the Avenger and are of cast-iron 
with pushrod-operated valves. Electronic 
ignition and an electric radiator fan are modern 
features and automatic transmission is available 
with the two larger engines. LS, GL and S are 
the three grades of equipment, including trim, 


upholstery and wheels. 


New Chrysler hatchback 


by arth Bolster 


view under the lid does not encourage one to 
show the machinery to friends, but as a practi- 
cal installation with ample space to swing a 
spanner, it gets full marks. 

The Chrysler Avenger is a spacious family car 
which compares favourably with its closest 
competitors, both for performance and fuel 
economy. If some later designs give a better 
ride, it would appear that many British motor- 
ists are not greatly concerned with this aspect. 


pecification and performance data 


Car Tested: Chrysler Avenger 4-door GLS saloon, price £3,087. 
Engine: Four-cylinders 87.3 x 66.7mm (1598cc). Compression 
ratlo 8.8 to 1. 69bhp (DIN) at 4,800rpm. Pushrod-operated 
overhead-vaives. Zenith horizontal carburettor. 

Transmission: Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed synchromesh 
gearbox with central change, ratios: 1.0, 1.387, 2.165, and 3.538 
to 1. Hypoid rear axle, ratio 3.545 to 1. 

Chassis: Combined steel body and chassis, MacPherson front 
suspension with anti-roll bar. Rack and pinion steering. Live rear 
axle on four links and coil springs. Servo-assisted dual-circult 
disc/drum brakes. Bolt-on steel wheels, fitted 155 SR 13 tyres. 
Equipment: 12-volt lighting and starting. Speedometer. Rev- 
counter. Voltmeter. Water temperature, oil pressure, and fuel 
gauges. Clock. Heating, demisting and ventilation system with 
heated rear window. 2-speed windscreen wipers and washers. 
Flashing direction indicators. Reversing lights. 

Dimensions: Wheelbase &ft 2in. Track 4ft 3in/4ft 3.5in. Overall 
length 13ft. Width 5ft 2in. Weight 18cwt. 

Performance: Maximum speed 95mph. Speeds in gears: third 
8O0mph, second 50mph, first 3imph. Standing quarter-mile 19.2s. 
Acceleration: 0-3O0mph 3.88, 0-SOmph 9.5s, 0-60mph 13.68, 0- 
80mph 26.5s. 

Fuel Consumption: 27 to 34mpg. 


Simple and robust construction. 


Car Described: Chrysler Sunbeam. 

Engine: 930: 4 cylinders 70 x 60.3mm (928cc). Compression ratio 9 to 
1. 42bhp at 5000rpm 

1300: 4 cylinders 78. 62 x 66.67mm (1295cc). Compression ratio 8.8 to 
1. 59bhp at 5000rpm. 

1600: 4 cylinders 87.35 x 66.67mm (1598cc). Compression ratio 8.8 to 


synchromesh gearbox 
change, ratios: 930 and 1300: 1.0, 1.527, 2.382 and 3.804 
to 1. 1600: 1.0, 1.387, 2.165 and 3.538 to 1. 
apis ite S ratio: 930: 4.375 to 1. 1300: 3.700 to 1. 1600: 3.545 > 
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Amoux and Pironi assert the Martinis at the front of the field from the start, w Laffite, Giacomelli, Patrese and Cheever just behind. 


Arnoux all 
the way 


Martini driver strengthens championship lead—Patrese (Chevron) second 
ahead of Hoffman (Ralt) and Giacomelli (March)—Report and photogra- 


phy: JEFF HUTCHINSON. 


While the flood-struck inhabitants of south- 
west France mopped up the devastation left 
by the worst floods ever known, Martini’s 
René Arnoux carried out a similar ‘“‘wiping 
up”’ operation over his opposition in this 
year’s Formula 2 championship race at 
Nogaro on July 10. 

The greatly reduced crowd saw Arnoux 
score a convincing flag-to-flag win, finish- 
ing 28secs ahead of his nearest rival, who 
turned out to be Riccardo Patrese’s Chev- 
‘ron-BMW B40. 


The 65-lap race was dominated by the 
two works Martini-Renaults right from the ' 


word go, Didier Pironi shadowing his team- 
mate briefly, but then dropping out of the 
race after 11 laps with a leaking oil pump 
seal. This left Arnoux an 8secs lead over 
Patrese, the gap growing another 8secs 
when Patrese spun soon after setting fastest 
lap of the race in a desperate effort to close 
the gap. After that Arnoux had only the 
reliability of his car in the scorching hot 
weather conditions to worry about, but it 
ran like clockwork taking him to an easy,. 
yet well deserved victory. 

A tired Patrese, who had had little sleep 


EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP | 
NOGARO 


after being one of the many ‘flood victims’ 
of the weekend, came in a comfortable 
second ahead of Ingo Hoffman’s Ralt- 
BMW RT1, which finished a fine third 
after another good race. Hoffman had 
fought his way past the Kauhsen of Michel 
Leclere and Bruno Giacomelli’s works 
March 772P, which might also have given 
Patrese a run for second place had the two 
cars not collided early on in the race, 
upsetting the handling of Giacomelli’s car. 
A distant fifth place went to Eddie Chee- 
ver in the second Project Four Ralt-BMW, 
who spoiled his own chances six laps into 
the race when he spun while giving chase to 
the two leading Martinis. It dropped him to 
11th place, but then some hard driving and 
other retirements saw him back in the 
points by the finish. Sixth spot went to the 
ever-consistent Alberto Colombo (March 
772), whose team-mate Alessandro Pesenti- 
Rossi was another of the many retirements 
when he shunted the Ralt-Ferrari of Gian- 
franco Brancatelli in the opening laps. 


Those early incidents, plus a heavy re-. 


tirement rate and Arnoux’s domination of 
the event, did not add up to one of the most 
exciting races of the year, but nevertheless 
it was interesting to see the sudden return 
to old form of the Elf-Martini-Renaults. 
Will they keep it up? 


A quick chorus of Singing in the Rain at Nogaro, and 
you were likely to get lynched. The organisers of the 
18th Grand Prix of Nogaro had the misfortune to 
choose the same weekend as the worst floods in the 
history of the region. They started on Friday morn- 
ing, fortunately after most of the teams had arrived, 
but the paddock was still full of lurid tales of people 
stranded all night by rising flood waters in nearby 
towns, while in Nogaro itself some unlucky people 
went to dinner on Friday evening to find their cars 
completely submerged when they left to go home. 

Worst hit was the Trivellato team. On the way back 
to their hotel, which was completely flooded anyway, 
they lost Sig Trivellato’s Mercedes to the angry flood 
water and they only just managed to save their hire 
car by floating it waist deep in muddy water to higher 
ground. Two hours in a damp bed in the back of their 
transporter was the only sleep Riccardo Patrese and 
Lamberto Leoni, who was with them, managed to get 
the night before official practice on the Saturday. 

Practice was split into two 90mins sessions, the first 
run in more rain, but fortunately for everybody 
concerned the rain relented by mid-day and it was a 
warm, dry track which greeted the 27 drivers, running 
for 22 places in Sunday’s race. 

Little was learned in the morning session other 
than the limit of adhesion by most of the drivers who 
spun at one stage or another, most without any 
serious damage but for Alain Prost, making his F2 
debut with the second Willi Kauhsen racing Kauhsen- 
Renault. He selected fifth instead of third gear going 
into the medium fast right-hander just after the pits, 
and ended up tangled in the catchfencing with a 
broken upright, bent front subframe and shredded 
body work; but like the rest, his car was in good shape 
for the final session. 

Pole position was taken by René Arnoux and his 
works Martini-Renault, although like most of the 
teams that had had little chance to practice on a dry 
track, his efforts were not without their problems. 
For the final session, the Martini team had fitted a 
fresh engine with a revised electric system. As they 
warmed up the cars ready to go out they discovered 
that the new electrics did not leave enough room to fit 
the airbox. Arnoux waited 30mins while the airbox 
was cut to size and fitted properly, while Pironi tried 
to practice with it badly fitted. He managed only half 
a lap before the engine cut out, and that cost him 
more time, pushing the car back to the pits. While his 
Tace car was sorted out he went out in the T-car, 
which was badly set up, and as soon as his race car 
was in working order he rushed back to the pits to try 
that. 

By this time he was so desperate to get in a fast lap 
with his race car that he got carried away through the 
tight left-hander right behind his pit, and spun off, 
hitting the barrier hard. The car was too badly 
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damaged for it to run again that day, so again he was 
forced back to the T-car until the end of practice. 
Despite his handful of laps with the race car, he had 
still managed fourth best time. 

Second quickest to René’s Martini was the March- 
BMW 772P of Bruno Giacomelli, his car still far from 
being well sorted out for the dry, but good enough for 


a front row position. Riccardo Patrese’s luck did not | 


improve much. After five laps, during which he was 
immediately quicker than his opposition, his Chevron 
spluttered to a halt with a broken distributor drive. 
Half of the session was lost as mechanics ran to and 
from the pits to the car with spares to repair it, but 
then when he finally got going again the engine was 
suffering from a persistent misfire. Only in the very 
last lap did the engine run cleanly, but by that time it 
was too late. Despite that, his fifth lap was fast 
enough to secure him third place on the grid ahead of 
Pironi. 

Jacques Laffite took over the third Fred Opert 
Chevron-Hart at this race, and he equalled Pironi’s 
best time, but as it was set later in the day he was 
forced to start on the third row. He was happy with 
his car, but not with his wrist, which was still hurting 
him and heavily bandaged following his motorcycle 
fall at Dijon and later the shunt with Stuck’s Brab- 
ham. “It is the tendon which is hurting me. If it is no 
better by the morning then maybe I don’t race,” said 
Jacques. 

Laffite’s team-mates for the weedend were the 
usual Wink Bancroft and Keke Rosberg, Bancroft 
failing to make the grid after a good time in the 
opening laps which he was unable to improve on as 
the day went on. Rosberg, looking tired and feeling 
the strain of his transatlantic Formula Atlantic 
dashes, had every reason not to qualify when a CV 
joint broke on his car on the very first lap. He sat in 
the pits screwing himself into a knot as the mechanics 
rushed to change the driveshaft before practice was 
all over, and eventually got out for a final 20 laps. 


With a car he did not know (it had been revised’ 


with new narrow front and rear suspension) and 
which he had not even been able to set up, he threw 
himself into the task of getting it on the grid. It was 
spectacular to watch as he balanced the Chevron on 
its very limit and ended up with a very creditable 
eighth best time. ‘I never had to try so hard like that 
in my life,’’ Keke said later. 

Splitting the two Opert cars were the Ralt-BMWs 
of Ron Dennis’s Project Four team, Eddie Cheever 
sixth quickest and his team mate Ingo Hoffman 
seventh. Both drivers were struggling with handling 
problems, in particular oversteer, of which Cheever 
was giving us spectacular demonstrations. “I don’t 
know how it looked from the outside, but it sure was 
frightening inside,” said Cheever, who, despite not 
having the car the way he would have liked it, was 
happy with a third row place. 

Michel Leclere also looked happy for a change with 
his Kauhsen-Renault. He qualified ninth, “But I 
think I could have had third or fourth if it was not for 


a2 gearbox problem. I had no fourth gear for most of 
the prectice.” said Leclere. His team-mate for the 


Hoffman leads Giacomelli past backmarkers Leoni and Sullivan. 


weekend, Prost, looked as though he was not going to 
get a race with the 23rd best time of the day, his 
practice spoiled by a sticking throttle which twice left 
him stranded out on the track. He had very few laps, 


and like Patrese had set his best time in the very first. 


five laps of practice which, considering they were his 
first ever dry laps in an F2 car, was a good effort. His 
bad luck turned better after practice was all over, 
however, when the Chevron of Ray Mallock was 
found to be 10kgs underweight in a post-practice 
scrutiny and he was kicked off the grid, where he had 
qualified in 18th spot. One wonders if it would have 
been the same story had, for instance, Patrick Tam- 
bay been driving the car for the ICI-Newsweek 
team... 


Marc Surer was the best of the private Marches 


with tenth best time in his Heidegger BMW powered 
car, while next up was the Martini-Renault of Gian- 
carlo Martini in the middle of a bunch of 12 times all 
covered by less than a second. 

Gianfranco Brancatelli put his Ralt-Ferrari on the 
sixth row, not particularly happy with the perfor- 
mance of his engine which was changed for the race, 
while his team-mate Lamberto Leoni just made it on 
the back row of the grid. Alberto Colombo and his 
team-mate filled the seventh row with their two Team 
Sarea March-BMW 772s, both drivers complaining of 
understeer problems and having to throw the cars 
sideways into the corners in order to get round in a 
reasonable time. “‘I am half a second slower than I 
was here last year,” said an unhappy Colombo. “Le 
March marche pas,” he said to the French. 

Pesenti-Rossi shared the same time as Bernard de 
Dryver’s March-BMW 778 on the eighth row, with 
the Boxer alongside the Belgian with Danny Sullivan 
at the wheel. The car is now painted all white, a 


Sullivan’s Boxer chases the midfield bunch. 


better background for the host of sponsors Sullivan 
has brought with him to the car, the most prominent 
being Marlboro cigarettes. Next should have been 
Mallock, but his place was taken by Gaudenzio 
Mantova’s March on the ninth row. Freddy Kottu- 
linsky headed the tenth row with his Ralt-BMW, 
while next came the Martini- BMW Mk19 of Xavier 
Lapayere, who for most of the time looked to be 
lapping slower than the others who did not make the 
grid. 
Ricardo Zunino just scraped into the race after 
engine problems with his March-Hart 772, which was 
suffering from too much oil pressure and kept blow- 
ing the oil seal around the filter bowl. Efforts to get 


-the oil pressure down did not work, then shortly 


before the end of practice he was forced to stop for 
good when the engine suddenly developed a serious 
vibration. 

First reserves for the race were the two Chevron- 
Roc entries for Jean-Pierre Jaussaud and Michel 
Pignard, their engines simply no match for the more 
powerful BMWs, Harts and Renaults. Had it re- 
mained wet, they both would have been well placed 
on the grid, underlining the fact that it is the car and 
not the driver which is not up to the job. 


Giacomelli Arnoux 


March-BMW 772P Martini-Renault Mk22 
1:12.52 1:12.27 
Piront Patrese 
Martini-Renault'Mk22 Chevron-BMW B40 
1:12.98 1:12.75 
Cheever Laffite 
Ralt-BMW RT1 Chevron-Hart B40_ 
1:13.00 1:12.98 
Rosberg Hoffman 
Chevron-Hart B40 Ralt-BMW RT1 
1:13.16 1:13.03 
Surer Leclere 
March-BMW 772 Kauhsen-Renault 2J 
1:13.38 : 1:13.28 
Brancatelli Martini 
Ralt-Ferrari RT1 Martini-Renault Mk22 
1:13.49 1:13.45 
Pesenti-Rossi Colombo 
March-/BMW 772 March-BMW 772 
1:13.66 1:13.61 
Sullivan De Dryver 
Boxer-Hart 762 March-BMW 778 
1:13.73 1:13.66 
Kottulinsky Mantova 
Ralt-BMW RT1 March-BMW 772 
1:14.14 1:14.10 
Leoni Lapayere 
Ralt-Ferrari RT1 Martini-BMW Mk19 
1:14.26 1:14.26 
Prost Zunino 
Kauhsen-Renault 2J March-Hart 772 
1:14.64 1:14.62 


RACE 


For those who stayed away and for us at the race 
track alike, it was a welcome relief to see a burning 
hot sun shining down from a clear blue sky on race 
day, even if it meant added problems like tyre and 
brake temperatures, which the teams had little 
chance to calculate in practice. 

As the French flag waved high in the air to start the 
race, the two Martinis shot to the front of the field 
and led the other 20 cars into the first comer. 
Giacomelli made a bad start and found himself in 
fourth spot behind Cheever, Patrese, Leclere, Ros- 
berg, Surer, Hoffman, Brancatelli. and Laffite. all 
hard or each other's heels as the field streaked ower 
the start/finish line for the second time 


lived. The back of Pironi’s Martini was trailing a 
slowly growing plume of smoke, oil from a leaking oil 
pump running on to the rear brake discs which was 
also making the car more and more difficult to drive. 

After 11 laps, Pironi peeled off into the pit lane, his 
race over. By this time there were also other cars 
sitting in the pit lane, and the field had already started 
to spread out, the expected exciting battle for the 
following places dead before it had begun. On lap 4, 
Pesenti-Rossi had driven into the back of Brancatel- 
li’s Ralt, Pesenti-Rossi going out on the spot with 
badly bent front suspension, while Brancatelli lost 
several laps in the pits having bent rear radius arms 
replaced. 

On the same lap Patrese had also run into Giaco- 
melli trying to take fourth place at the same spot, his 
Chevron jumping clean over the front of the March, 
but miraculously both cars carried on, Patrese now in 
fourth place while Giacomelli dropped back to fifth 
sandwiched between Leclere and Hoffman. The 
shunt had upset the handling of Giacomelli’s car, as 
well as upset the front nose section, but despite this 
the never-say-die Italian was still charging on making 
the best of his car. 

Patrese was left pushing Cheever hard for third 
place, but on lap 6 that battle died a sudden death as 
well when Cheever lost his Ralt at the same tight left 
hander that had seen all the action to date. Cheever 
spun harmlessly to a halt, but by the time he could get 
going again the following cars had all streamed by 
leaving Cheever in 11th place, without much chance 
of scoring many points, even though there was still 60 
laps left to run. : 

When Pironi dropped out, Patrese was elevated to 
second place, ang he really turned on the power to try 
to close the 8secs gap to Arnoux’s leading Martini. 
He got the gap to 7secs by lap 20, but then threw it all 
away when he ran wide coming out of the tight right- 
hander before the start-finish line. His car pivoted on 
the high kerbing and shot round into a rapid spin right 
in front of the pits, which had all the teams running in 
panic thinking the car was going to end up among 
them. Still ‘in control,’ Patrese brought the car to a 
halt in the middle of the track, hooked first gear and 
was gone in a second cloud of rubber smoke almost 
before anyone realised what was happening. Despite 
the speed of it all, and the ultra-fast getaway, it had 
cost him 8secs on Arnoux, and after that he settled 
down to a resigned second spot hoping to see the 
Martini roll to a halt before the end, which was the 
only way he would get to the line first.- It never 
happened, and so he followed it all the way to the 
finish for second place, the battle for third now the 
only real excitement left in the race. 

Leclere hung on to third place with Giacomelli and 
Hoffman right behind him, Hoffman moving ahead to 
take fourth after 28 laps and then third place four laps 
later. Leclere’s.Kauhsen was starting to misfire out of 
corners, and as the race wore on the problem got 
worse. The heat was causing the fuel to vaporise, and 
after another couple of laps Giacomelli was also 
ahead, and Leclere was left with no choice but to 
struggle on as best he could, slowly being passed by 
those behind him. 

Hoffman still had Giacomelli to contend with, but 
any chance of a close finish for third gradually slipped 
away along with the air in Giacomelli’s left rear tyre. 
He was lucky to hold on to fourth place at the finish, 
his car crossing the line with a badly blistered tyre 
which, when checked at the finish, had only 2psi of air 
left in it. : 


Pesenti-Rossi’s March on the verge after contact with Brancatelli’s Ralt, seen in 


It was an unhappy day for Fred Opert’s team, 
holding the next two places until half distance when 
both Laffite and Rosberg stopped within a lap of each 
other for the same reason. The rear wing subframe 
had fractured in the same place on both cars, causing 
the rear wing to flop to one side, and in Laffite’s case 
puncture the tyre as well. Laffite stopped, and with 
the problem of his wrist also bothering him decided to 


- call it a day, while Rosberg had an ‘old style’ wing 


support system fitted to his car and he carried on to 
finish, but well out of the running. Even had he not 
had the problem, he was having a bad race, for the 
gear linkage had gone adrift in the opening laps and 
he could only get second and third gears with ease 
and no first at all. “I geared the car for first three 
times a lap, which made it a bit of a problem,” said 
Rosberg afterwards. 

Cheever moved up to take their place, and then 
fifth place after Leclere slowed down, and that was 
the way the first five cars finished the race. Well 
spread out, and without much excitement, 

Colombo had a good battle with Surer, whom he 
finally passed with 20 laps to go and pulled away toa 
distant sixth, Surer being lapped by Arnoux shortly 
before the finish. Martini had been up with these two 
earlier on in the race, but his race was also spoiled by 


‘the same fuel problems that affected Leclere’s car, 


and he dropped back to a distant eighth at the end, 
Leoni’s Ralt-Ferrari taking ninth. 

Tenth went to Prost, whose biggest problem was 
one of fatigue, while cramp in his braking foot did not 
help matters much either: he ended up two laps down 
on the leaders. Sullivan finished a brave 11th after 
spending most of the race sitting in a pool of petrol 
from a leaking pressure gauge. He was finally forced 
to stop and have it blanked off, but despite painful 
burns he carried on to the finish, showing us what we 


Coo 


the background heading for the pits. 


Under pressure from Patrese, Cheever starts to spin his Ralt. 


might have seen had it not been for the fuel leak when 
he kept up with Arnoux for a couple of laps after he 
had lapped him. 
Lapayere and Rosberg came in next, with Mantova 
next eight laps down after stopping with boiling brake 
fluid, the same problem which put out Zunino. 
Kottulinsky was a finisher, but not classified after 


" several stops to replace water lost through a leaking 


head gasket, while the only other retirement was that 
of the March of de Dryver, going well until an oil leak 
caused by a broken fuel metering unit drive put him 
out of the race, the drive having worn through the 
rocker cover before it broke altogether. 

It was a hard race, even on the winner, who looked 
very sick after downing a large bottle of iced water 
mixed with champagne at the finish. But it promises 
to be even hotter in a week’s time when the F2 circuit 
moves on to Enna in Sicily. 

y 
18th Grand Prix of Nogaro - 
European Formula 2 Championship, round 9 
Nogaro, France, July 3 ‘ 

65 laps, of 3.12kms 
1, René Arnoux (Martini-Renault M22), 1h 20m 42.60s, 150,759kph; 
2, Riccardo Patrese (Chevron-BMW B40), 1h 21m 10.29s; 
3, Ingo Hoffman (Ralt-BMW RT1), th 21m 22.13s; 
4, Bruno Giacomelli (March-BMW 772P), 1h 21m 46.378; 
5, Eddie Cheever (Ralt-BMW RT1), 1h 21m 53.54s; 
6, Alberto Colombo (March-BMW 772), 1h 21m 58.13s; 

7, Marc Surer (March-BMW 772), 64 laps; 8, Giancarlo Martini 
(Martini-Renault Mk22), 64 laps; 9, Lamberto Leoni (Ralt-Ferrari RT1), 
64 laps; 10, Alain Prost (Kauhsen-Renault 2u), 63 laps; 11, Danny 
Sullivan (Boxer-Hart 762), 61 laps; 12, Xavier Lapayere (Martini-BMW 
Mk19), 60 laps; 13, Keijo Rosberg (Chevron-Hart B40), 58 laps; 14, 
Gaudenzio Mantova (March-BMW 772), 57 laps; 15, Michel Leclere 
(Kauhsen-Renault), 56 laps. 

Fastest lap: Patrese, 1m 13.79s, 152.216kph. 

Retirements: Brancatelli (Rait-Ferrari RT1), suspension out of line, 
lap 50; Zunino (March-Hart 772), brakes, lap 43; Kottulinsky (Rait- 
BMW RT1), head gasket, lap 42; Laffite (Chevron-Hart B40), rear wing, 
lap 32; De Dryver (March-BMW 778), oil leak, lap 23; Pironi (Martini- 


‘Renault Mk22), oil leak, lap 11; Pesenti-Rossi (March-BMW 772), 


accident, lap 4. 


Time for 


Liareggub? 


JOHN BROWN argues his case for an ultimate form of rally timing, 
complete with regulations . . . food for serious thought. 


Since AUTOSPORT published my open letter 
to Dean Delamont, much correspondence 
about rally organisation (almost all highly 
constructive, I’m glad to say) has been 
whizzing to and fro. One of the greatest 
areas of interest has been in road timing 
systems, and’ in particular my comment 
that an ideal system for special stage rallies 
would be a hybrid of ‘‘Schedule’’ and 
**Target’’? timing, overcoming the disad- 


vantages of both. 

First of all, do we need road timing at all? The 
bulk of British mainland stage rallies eschew 
road lateness penalties, because (i) road timing 
is thought not to be part of the skills being 
tested on this kind of event, and (ii) it avoids 
people hurrying on the public highway. Phil 
Short, in his recent-Purely Personal, expressed 
these points well. 

But increasingly the situation is arising where 
organisers lose control of the overall running of 
an event, with wholesale latenesses building up 
and forcing them to extend the exclusion peri- 
od, disrupting the organisational time schedule, 
and often causing chaos as some crews retire 
when they should have carried on and vice 
versa. I believe that a major contributory factor 
to these delays is the modern habit ‘of eating 
well into one’s lateness allowance merely for 
fairly routine servicing, so that when delays are 
encountered, many crews do not have a late- 
ness ‘“‘cushion’’ to absorb them. 

The whole system in any case makes for a 
very slackly run event. Marshals have to expect 
a competitor at any time between his earliest 
arrival time at 40mph and his maximum late- 
ness at 30mph. Where the road sections may be 
four hours or more in length, and maximum 
lateness one hour, his arrival time may be 
anything over a two-hour spread. Gaps be- 
tween cars can thus be unduly large. 

This, of course, also frustrates spectators, 
making their proper control that much more 
difficult. It further makes it impossible to time 
the passage of loudspeaker and “00” cars so as 
to be at just the right intervals before the first 
competitor, and for them to effectively do their 
job of getting the crowd expectant and into safe 
places. 

I shall return shortly to the problems of 
“service crews and how to deal with them, but 
there is no doubt also that having road lateness 
penalties makes illegal servicing far less likely. 
If there is a reasonable road mileage between 
stages, it is usually possible to find somewhere 
for an official service area. More often than 
not, the place where a servicing ban is most 


necessary is when two or more stages are close’ 


together in a single forest. In these situations, a 
road timing allowance of, say, three minutes to 
cover half a mile, would make it most unlikely 
that anyone would be able to get service 
without penalty, even if they could get some 
kind of service vehicle into the area. 

To sum up, there are three good arguments 
in favour of road timing: better overall control 


of the event; better spectator control; and less 


chance for illegal servicing. There is one good 
a neil it might lead to “dicing” on 


overcome by the system I propose below, and 
by careful organisation. 

For example, most organisers of established 
events must by now have a fair. idea of where 
traffic holdups are likely. Perhaps they can 
route round them altogether; if so, fine. If not, 
they can give a generous time allowance. 

One general rule should be to bring competi- 
tors into and away from a forest, wherever 
possible, on different roads from those likely to 
be used by spectators. In particularly bad areas, 
such as the Yorkshire forests at RAC time, 
complete traffic control systems can be set up. 
Indeed, all these things should be done anyway, 
whatever the timing system. 

Another reason for a rally car hurrying on the 
road is because it has been delayed so long on a 
stage that the competitor risks being late (or 
OTL) at the next one. Ordinary target. timing 
between stages, where the stage finish time is 
the start time for the road section, overcomes 
that; indeed, you make the early arrival penalty 
so stiff that he wouldn’t dare make up any time 
at all. 


land. I believe that my views on this subject, 


_ formative over a long period, were crystallised 


when I competed on the Marlboro Arctic. 
Although free of some of our problems, Finnish 
rallies do combine road penalties with close 
control of road speeds—I’m sure most readers 
know of the penalties applied to people like 
Makinen and Blomqvist on the 1000 Lakes— 
and it works! 

Given the need for road penalties, target 
timing offers a number of advantages: most 
especially, time lost on a stage does not have to 
be regained on the subsequent road section, 
and time gained on a stage is not available for 
illegal servicing. Delay allowances are also 


John Brown books Russell Brookes into a control on the Arctic Rally where road penalties are combined with close 


control of road speeds. 


Perhaps, though, he wants service, and has 
very little time for the work needed; or perhaps 
he’s spent so long getting fettled that he’s 
pressed to get to the next point on time. Again, 
the solution is fairly straightforward, and has 
been used on a number of rallies already: you 
allow service only in official areas (which is, 
anyway, as per 1977 Blue Book), and post an 
“In” and “Out” Control for each one. This 
way, bit by bit, you remove any advantage to be 
gained by speed on the highway. 

At the same time, perhaps we should take a 
leaf out of the Scandinavians’ book, and set up 
positive disadvantages, such as unmarked 
Judges of Fact cars which check the speed (and 
general road behaviour) of competitors (and 
service cars), and come down heavily on of- 
fenders. There is no reason why we shouldn’t 
also run jointly-operated radar traps with the 
police—another feature commonplace in Fin- 


automatically built into the system, and results 
calculation is quite easy. Schedule Timing, by 
contrast, is inflexible, albeit simple. 

Target Timing does have one great disadvan- 
tage, though: there is no scope for absorbing 
delays until the next rest or overnight halt, so 
these tend to accumulate. On the other hand, 
when all goes well competitors do get a long 
way ahead of the basic overall 30mph schedule, 
since they cannot lose the time gained on 
stages. One way or another, the overall running 
of the event can get badly out of kilter. 

One can also experience a situation of indi- 


vidual competitors getting seriously out of run-. 


ning order. This happened to Russell and I on 
the Arctic. The car was giving trouble, so we 
stopped frequently for service. Road timing was 
easy enough for us to get to the following stage 


» 


_ ----_ 


a 


purely 


Road timing was such on the Arctic Rally that Russell Brookes at one time ran nearly 30 numbers late without 


incurring road penalties. 


start control on time, but behind a queue of 
later numbers, who would actually start the 
stage before us. We were credited with the 
appropriate delay allowance automatically; 
which meant that we never got back in front of 
those other cars, since they were now due at the 
next stage ahead of us, and indeed further 
servicing put us even further back. At one time 
we were nearly 30 numbers late without having 
incurred any road penalties! 

What is needed, then, is a system which 
conforms to basic target timing, but which 
allows frequent returns to scheduled time in 
order to bring the rally as a whole, and, as far as 
possible, individual competitors, back into line. 

The following are draft regulations for such a 
system, making use of official service areas with 
“Tn” and “‘Out” controls; and it is at these that 
the time made up on stages is absorbed, where 
in fact competitors may most appreciate it! 

I have taken the opportunity to add other 
regulations, too, to counter some other modern 
malpractices: in particular, hanging back at 
Stage starts and “jumping” starts. I freely 
confess to having widely borrowed a number of 
good ideas from various organisers (eg: the 
Manx and Cheltenham Festival) where these 
seem useful. 

The regulations have a number of ‘subtleties’ 
which may not be immediately apparent. To 
start with, the number of controls need not be 
quite as great as at first appears. If, for exam- 
ple, a service area is to be immediately before 
or after a special stage, or indeed is to occupy 
the whole distance between two (close) stages, 
the SSF can also be an MAC, or the MDC can 
also serve as an SSA; the system still works. 

Secondly, there is no separate road time 
control at an SSF; it is an unnecessary waste of 
clocks and manpower. It becomes a good idea 
to have a single road and stage time card 
combined, since the SSF marshal then need 
make only a single entry, and the results team 
have to refer-only to one piece of paper for both 
stages and road section times to be calculated. 
It is not a good idea to ask SSF timekeepers, 
who are having to deal with cars arriving fairly 
fast, to write the time in twice! 

Third, delay allowances at stage start only 
apply when a car takes more than two minutes 
to book through; this can, of course, be longer 
on a rally where it is necessary to have some 
SSAs and SSSs some way apart. This delay 
allowance is not, of course, necessary in deter- 
mining due time at a MAC, since this is based 
on the Road Target from the previous control; 
nor even in calculating an extension of Sched- 
uled Time at the next MDC, since the five- 
minute allowance from the MAC covers this. 
Its purpose is purely to extend maximum late- 
mess at the MDC. : 

Normally, crews making competitive times 
through stages will be making up road time on 
the basic schedule of the event, and on this 


system they will be able to use that time for 
service. Competitors who have been delayed 


will, it is true, have less time for service, but I 


believe that’s probably fair enough. The accept- 
ed traditional timing system also allows you less 
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time for service if you are running late; that's a 
norm of rallying. 

If, though, there are official delays (at stage 
starts, for example) these begin to be absorbed 
straight away, all competitors getting only the 
basic 5m allowance for service between MAC 
and MDC, and this process continuing until the 
event is back to its normal schedule, unless the 
organisers choose to revise that schedule by an 
official bulletin. There is thus a built-in correc- 
tion mechanism for such delays, albeit at the 
expense of competitors’ servicing time. 

The exclusion time of 30min over Stage 
Target is necessary (and, I think, not objection- 
able) to avoid someone delayed longer than this 
who is hurrying to get to the MDC before his 
exclusion time there. 

No doubt the debate will rage (or at least 
mumble) on; I hope this contribution gives 
organisers food for thought. 


Why Llareggub? It is, of course, the name 
Dylan Thomas gave the village in Under Milk 


-Wood, which was a verse radio play commis- 


sioned by, of all people, the BBC in the staid 
old days of Lord Reith. I can only presume 
“Auntie” was then too innocent to try spelling 
it backwards a 


Extract from regulations of Llareggub MC’s Ubendit Rally 


Article XX CONTROLS 


. These will be as follows: 


(i) MAIN DEPARTURE CONTROLS (MDC): at the Start and all restarts after rest halts and service areas 
(ii) MAIN ARRIVAL CONTROLS (MAC): at the Finish and on arrival at all rest halts and service areas 
(iii) SPECIAL STAGE ARRIVAL CONTROLS (SSA): approximately 50 metres before the Start of every 


Special Stage 
(iv) SPECIAL STAGE START CONTROLS (SSS) 
(v) SPECIAL STAGE FINISH CONTROLS (SSF) 


(vi) PASSAGE CONTROLS (PC): for card collection and checking route adherence only; times will not be 


recorded for any purpose 


Article XXI ROAD TIMING 


(i) A ROAD TARGET TIME will be set in each of the following cases: 


(a) From each MDC to the next SSA (or MAC, if there is no special stage in between) 


(b) From each SSF to the next SSA or MAC 


There will be a penalty of 10 secs per minute taken over, or 60 secs per minute under, these Road Target 


times 


(ii) A THEORETICAL TARGET TIME will be set for each of. the following: 


(a) 
) (b) 


each minute in excess of this 


schedule of the event 


From SSA to SSS. This will in every case be two minutes. Delay allowance will be granted for 


From SSS to SSF, at a 30 mph average, solely for the purpose of computing the overall time 


(c) From MAC to MDC, again solely for computing the overall time schedule 

Gii) A STANDARD SCHEDULED TIME will be shown for each MDC. Each competitor will be required to 
start or restart at his own scheduled time, absorbing any variations incurred while running on Road 
Target Time on the preceding sections. There is, however, a penalty-free lateness allowance, for 
competitors running behind schedule, of five minutes from the preceding MAC. In all other cases, there 
will be a penalty of 10 secs per minute late and 30 secs per minute early. 

(iv) A STAGE TARGET TIME will be set for each special stage. competitors taking less will be credited with 
the target; otherwise, with the time taken up to a maximum of 15 minutes over this target. Competitors 
taking more than 30 minutes over the Stage Target Time on any special stage will be excluded. 


Article XXII EXCLUSION 


Competitors will be excluded for the following: 


@ Exceeding the Road Target Time by more than 15 minutes on any one section 
(ii) Exceeding the Stage Target Time by more than 30 minutes on any one stage 
(iii) Reporting at a Main Departure Control more than 30 minutes after scheduled time, plus any delay 
allowances granted under Article XXI (ii) (a). Such delay allowances may not, however, be carried 
forward once they have been wholly or partly regained at an MDC. 
(iv) Covering any one section in less than three-quarters of the Road Target Time. 
(v) A second offence of. taking less than the Road Target Time. 


Article XXIII SPECIAL STAGE PROCEDURE 


(i) Competitors will be expected to be ready to start the stage on arrival at each SSA. Their arrival time will be 
recorded as the time at which their time-card is handed to the control official 

(ii) Competitors will then be allocated a start time for the stage. This will normally be either two minutes after 
their time at the SSA, or the minute (or half-minute, if appropriate) after the previous competitor, 


whichever is the longer. 


(iii) It is the competitor’s responsibility to present himself at the SSS ready to start the stage and in time to 
complete formalities before his allocated start time; a new start time will only be allocated in the case of 
outside circumstances, such as failure of the preceding car to start the stage. Even if a competing car has 
trouble, eg a puncture, its allocated start time will stand, although the starter will not allow any car 
actually to leave the line whose crew have not fastened helmets and seatbelts. 

(iv) The starter will inspect the timecard to verify the allocated time, and will record this on his check sheet. He 
will allow the competitor to verify the clock, and will then place a flag across the windscreen. At some 
point between 20 and 10 secs before the competitor’s actual start time, he will say “Get ready!”’ At the 
actual start time, he will remove the flag. NO OTHER COUNTDOWN WILL BE GIVEN. . 

(v) Timing at an SSF will be as a competitor crosses the flying finish line, by a clock held at the stop line, 
which will be shown to each competitor before being reset except where close running of more than one car 
makes this impractical. Competitors overshooting the stop line may NOT reverse; a crew member must get 


out and return to the control on foot. 


(vi) The stage finish time (to the preceding full minute) will be deemed the start time for the subsequent road 
section, but two minutes will be built into the time schedule to allow for fractions of a minute and control 


formalities. 
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Extra 
750MC 


The 750MC—becoming ever more ac- 
tive in race meeting organisation—are 


taking over the August 14 Snetterton. 


meeting scheduled to be run by TEAC. 
The club press release mystically stated: 
“This follows the cancellation of the 
NSCC Cadwell Park meeting on the 
same date.” Strange! 

Championship rounds for Leyland 
850 and 1000 Minis, Classic Saloons, 
750 Formula and F1300 are on the 

e with non-championship 
events for FF1600 and special saloons. 
Volunteers for marshalling, or prospec- 
tive competitors, are asked to contact 
Dave Bradley at 16 Woodstock Road, 
Witney, Oxon. 


Phil says 
thanks 


Phil Lloyd, who suffered a nasty prac- 
tice crash at Mallory Park a couple of 
weeks ago, appears to be on the mend. 
His self-designed and constructed No- 
mad FF2000 car is well on the way to 
repair, with the chassis already com- 
pleted, and, if he is given a clean bill of 
health by his doctors, he threatens to 
race it this weekend. Phil wishes, 
through Sports Extra, to thank all those 
people who either visited him in Leices- 
ter Royal Infirmary, or wrote to him as 
they are far too numerous to thank 
personally. 


More FF 
from Aldon 


Aldon Equipment, who have been 
‘dabbling’ in Formula Ford during the 
past couple of seasons, are to increase 
their involvement in the future after the 
recent success of Marlboro Team 
Ireland’s Vivian Candy who has just 
scored his first win of the season with a 
brand new Aldon unit. 

Ireland is a good market for the West 
Midlands company and Michael Roe, 
last year’s Irish FF champion, and 
Eddie Jordan both used Aldon engines. 
To improve their market in England, a 
works engine is to be offered plus full 
support to a leading driver in one of our 
National Championships. 


Drag racing star Roz Prior will demonstrate her new 2,000hp 
Motors in Basildon, Essex, on Saturday 
Roz expects to achieve speeds of around 100emph 
capability—but the forecourt is only 80 yards long! The petite 31-year-old wil 


Trials in th 


Details were announced this week of 
the new ShellSport Northern Trials 
Championship. This is open to Sporting 
Triallists who live in the north of Eng- 
land and Scotland and comprises eight 
events organised by the Cumberland, 
Sheffield, Westmorland and Yorkshire 
motor clubs with sponsorship from 
Shell. Unlike most Trialling Champion- 
ships this one will run from September 
of one year to May of the year follow- 
ing—the normal Trialling season. 

The events will provisionally take 
place on Sept 11 (Sheffield), Oct 9 


e North 


(Westmorland), Oct 23 (Cumberland), 
Dec 4 (Sheffield), and in 1978 on Jan 15 
(Yorkshire), Feb 5 (Cumberland), Feb 
12 (Yorkshire) and April 9 
(Westmorland). 


The organisers hope to attract new- 


comers to the sport by offering a Nov- 
ices Trophy in addition to the main 
ShellSport Trophy. Regs and Entry 
Forms can be obtained from the Cham- 
pionship Secretary—Paul Sheldon, 4 
Station Road, Esholt, Shipley, West 
Yorks. 


New sprint | Autotest 


for BARC 


The London and Home Counties Cen- 
tre of the BARC—only recently 
formed—will run the first sprint.on a 
brand new circuit at Blackbushe on 
Sunday. Although this traditional 
motorsport sité has been the venue for 
many sprint events, they have always 
been ‘there and back’ events using just 
one of the runways. 

Now, with the co-operation of Mr D. 
A. Arnold, the landowner, the club 
have developed a well surfaced triangu- 
lar course of around 1400 yards using 
three of the runways. The club have a 
good entry for Sunday’s meeting and 
hope to promote more meetings at this 
new venue during the year. 


Learning 


the way 


Morecambe Adult Education Centre, 
in conjunction with Morecambe CC, 
are to run a rally Navigation instruction 
course lasting for ten weeks with the 
club’s active Press Officer, Dave 
Orrick, as the Course Tutor. 

The course is not designed solely for 
navigators and many parts will be of 
direct benefit to the aspiring driver as 
much of the emphasis will be put upon 
new regulations and administrative pro- 
cedures. The course, which starts on 
October 3, covers items including event 
organisation, marshalling, advanced 
mapwork, timing and control. 
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day, which starts with a tour of the town by Roz and car 


The Hartlepool & DMC are running 
three Autotests in 15 days starting with 
a co-promoted grass event at Claxton 
Grange Farm on Saturday, July 23. The 
following day there is a restricted tar- 
mac Autotest on Hartlepool Promen- 
ade. Both events will be separate but 
there will be a special award for the best 
aggregate performance. 

The third event is the John S. Rae 
Prom Autotest on Hartlepool Promen- 
ade on Sunday, August 7. The event is 
a round of the BTRDA, ANECCC 
RAC and Motor Deliveries Autotest 
Championships which should help at- 
tract an even better entry than usual. 


Doing a 
Marshall? 


When Nick Whiting dived into the pits 
after dominating three laps. of the 
Brands Hatch special saloon race on 
Sunday, it looked like a Gerry Mar- 
shall-type ploy to make the race more 
interesting. He resumed behind three 
other runners and picked them off one 
at a time to win the race in copybook 
style, but it wasn’t until afterwards that 
we realised there was more to his. drive 
than showmanship. In fact the Escort 
suffered a split brake pipe which gave. 
Whiting braking only on the front. This 
threatened to put him off the circuit a 
couple of times and inevitable meant 
earlier braking for the bends, so his 


‘Shell gold star was well earned. 


Boe : 


dragster ‘Motorcraft Maneater’ on the forecourt of South Essex 
afternoon. Demonstrations of this £20,000 machine will be at noon and 3pm when 
in the space of about one second—well under the Maneater’s 200r-ph pius 
l aiso be available to sign autographs during the 


edited by Robin Bradford 


British Formula Super Vee champion 
of last season, John Morrison, is to 
return to the formula for a couple of 


“guest” drives during the next 
month. He will race the Lola T460 
sponsored by Lubrication Engineers 
and usually driven by Nick Anger in 
the European championship rounds 
on July 31—a supporting event to the 
German Grand Prix—and on 
August 14 (support to the Austrian 
GP). 


Radio 1 
back at 
Mallory 


BBC Radio 1, who elected not to 
support MCD’s prodsaloon champion- 
ship this year, are back in motor racing 
in a big way at Mallory Park on Sunday 
with a BBC Radio 1 Raceday, featuring 
a live concert by the chart-topping soul 
band Osibisa. 

Helicopter trips, speedboat rides 
(with Tony Blackburn), a live broadcast 
by Kid Jenson, an air display by Phil 
Meeson are planned, with the usual 
Popstacle Trials involving the station’s 
DJs, suggested by one MCD PR man to 
be a test of ‘skilliness’. Yes. 

The racing programme is topped by a 
round of the ShellSport International 
G8 series for the Radio 1 Trophy, with 
FF2000, ‘super saloons’, and FF1600 
completing the programme. (see Week- 
end Sport). 


Woolbridge 
get final 


Woolbridge MC—winners of two “Best 
Autocross’ awards for their champion- 
ship rounds of the past two years—are 
to organise the finals of this year’s 
BTRDA and RAC championships at 
Ridgeway, near Weymouth, on August 
28 


With sponsorship from Eldridge 
Pope & Co, the Huntsman Jubilee 
Autocross will be run on a 1700 yard 
course set in 35 acres of smooth grass- 
land. As it takes place over the Bank 
Holiday weekend, camping facilities 
will be available from Friday through to 

and a barbecue and disco will 
be held on the Saturday evening. 

Regs and other details from 
Purkiss, 42 Celtic Crescent, Castle 
Park. Dorchester 


sports extra 


Bubbly 
petrol 


The Moét Total Rally, organised by the 
Veteran Car Club’s Midland Centre 
Section to celebrate their Silver Jubilee, 
takes place this weekend. Fifty cars 
between 58 and 76 years old will land in 
France on Friday. 

The convoy, valued at more than 
£1m, will travel 400 miles on a round 
trip to the champagne country led by a 
1901 single-cylinder De Dion Bouton. 


Bringing up the rear will be the youn- - 


gest car, a 1919 7-litre Rolls-Royce 
Silver Ghost, one of eight in the rally. 
The oldest driver in the event must be 
Bill Acock from Malvern, who is 13 
years older than his 1910 Daimler. The 
rally is sponsored by Moét & Chandon 
and Total Oil, whose French operation 
fuel the cars. 


Popular 
Teifi 


Regulations for the Teifi Timber Cil- 
wendeg Rally will be sent out on Au- 
gust 1. More than 100 individual re- 
quests for Regs (not from clubs) were 
received by July 8 and, as most of these 
are from 
Dyke, it looks as though the Cilwendeg 
will be oversubscribed again. 

Places, however, will be reserved for 
‘known Championship contenders’ un- 
til the closing date on August 30— 
‘known’ meaning in the top ten of the 
Motoring News, BTRDA Silver Star or 
the Welsh Road Rally Championship at 
the end of August. For Regs (including 
Entry and Marshals’ forms), send sae to 
the Entries Sec: Megan Lewis, Rhydon- 
nen, Pentrecwrt, Llandysul, Dyfed. 


as : 
Contesting the Oceanair and Tricentrol clubmans championship this season, 


sponsored by Toric Accessories is Keith Money, pictured here with his Mallock U2 
Mk 16b, rebuilt by Alex Ferrada at the start of the season. Money, a professional 
fencing coach, raced motorcycles at international level for ten years. 


TROY TYRES AND 
AUTO CENTRE 
SPECIAL SALOON 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Doug Emms 
. David Farrer 
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‘the other side’ of Offa’s. 


Bernard Devaney’s changing fortunes with the ‘new’ Hawke DL19 continued at 
Brands Hatch on Sunday where he won both his heat and the final of the Kent 
Messenger Formula Ford round. He is seen above dicing in the final with George 
Caton’s DL17 just before Caton suffered a dusty spin at Clearways and dropped to 
the back of the field. Devaney’s success, however, was at the expense of 
championship leader Tony Halliwell with his newly acquired Van Diemen. 


Briefly. . . 


@ Another one of the popular 
BMRMC motorsport evenings will be 
held in the Brands Hatch clubhouse on 


Wednesday, July 27. Three films are on. 


the agenda—Three Days of Summer 
(the 1974 British Grand Prix), This 
Time Tomorrow (Le Mans) and 
Generation in Speed (1973 Indy 500)— 
and the programme starts at 7.30pm. 


@ Through no fault of their own Sher- 
wood Forest MC had to postpone their 
round of the BTRDA Autotest Cham- 
pionship last Sunday for a fortnight. It 
will now take place on the same coun- 
cil-owned land and hopefully the rav- 
ages of holes dug by marquee stakes 
will have been removed. 


@ After the summer recess the 
BTRDA Silver Star Road Rally Cham- 
pionship returns this weekend with the 
Wakefield & Dist MC running the Cal- 
derford Rally. Leading both the drivers 
and navigators tables, after six rounds, 
are Bill Gwynne and Howard Moore, 
both with 70pts, Ted Cowell on 48pts, 
Roger Chapple on 43pts and Dave 
Pugh on 40pts being next in line in the 
drivers section. Pete Forrester with 
61pts and Bill Pardoe, on 40pts, are 
next in order. 


@ On Friday, July 22, there will be a 
meeting of the Clubmans Register in 
the foyer of the Donington Collection 
at Donington Park circuit. Anyone con- 
nected with the category is welcome 
and the action starts at 8pm. 


@ The BARC will organise an extra 


_found of the SodaStream Sports 2000 


series at Silverstone on September 4, 
bringing the total for the championship 
up to the originally planned 20. FF2000, 
special saloons and clubmans sports are 
also on the programme for that day. 


@ The Grand Prix weekend is usually a 
quiet one for other circuits, but Brands 
Hatch on Sunday staged three totally 
separate events. While Rochester MC 
was staging eight races on the short 
circuit, a two-day 2CV Cross meeting 
was being run in one of the car parks. 
Meanwhile, out on the Grand Prix 
circuit, young riders were competing in 
2 schoofhcry scrambie 


@ Oh, the wit of these people! Mid- 
Surrey AC’s August 28 Production Car 
Trial is called the ‘Social Climbers’. 
Like that? 


@ Mike Nixon is now competition sec- 
retary of Weston-super-Mare MC and 
he can be found at 28 Lacey Road, 
Stockwood, Bristol BS14 8LN. 


@ Doug Wood, who suffered a high 
speed accident at Paddock during the 
Brands June 12 meeting, has been 
forced to pull out of racing through lack 
of funds. It appears this accident was 
the final straw and, as soon as the car is 
rebuilt, Wood will have to sell it. He 
does, however, hope to return another 
year. 


@ Regs are available for Ripon Motor 
Sport Club’s St. Wilfrids Rally to be run 
on August. 13/14. The event is a round 
of the ANECCC championship and 
details are available from Mrs P. Rum- 
bold at 68 Allhallowgate, Ripon, North 
Yorkshire. 


@ Croydon & District MC have 
changed the venue for their club meet- 
ings to the Shirley Poppy Pub in Wic- 
jam Road, Shirley, Croydon. New 
chairman is David Johnson and secre- 
tary Ian Munro. Competition Secretary 
is Peter Turner, 19 Sandfield Road, 
Thornton Heath, Surrey. 


@ Two Triumph TR7s, provided by 
Wadham Stringer (Northampton), es- 
tablished a new Land Speed Record 
from Euston to Aberdeen in the hands 
of Denis Simons, Allen Burman, Tom 
Dorr and Ken Butler. The distance was 
covered in eight hours, which beat the 
record held by a train since 1895. 


@ Thruxton circuit will be available for 
testing on Tuesday, July 26, from 1pm 
to 6pm. There are still some places left 
and applications should be made to 
Mark Cole on 026477 2607. Members 
pay £15 and non-members £18. 


@ The Southern Car Club is now hold- 
ing its weekly meetings at a new ven- 
ue—the Pickard Motor Hotel, Burgh 
Heath, Surrey. All members and 
friends are welcome at the usual time of 
8.30pm on Tuesdays. 


@ West Suffolk MC are promoting the 
Guards Trophy Autocross at Moat 
Farm, Hawkedon, near Bury St. 
Edmunds, on Sunday with first timed 
runs at 1.30pm morning practice. 
The event is a round of the cast Angii- 
an. BIRDA and RAC ctemomoeshins 


Allen’s 
Mallory 


The 7S50MC were at Mallory Park for 
he third time this season when they put 
mn a smoothly-run nine race pro- 
rramme last Sunday. 

With both Roland Nix and Bob 
simpson away at Brands Hatch, the 
pening race for the Reliant 750 
formula Championship saw Richard 
Muston (DNC Mk3) lead the field from 
lag to flag. Muston was never headed 
lespite the sideways motoring of sec- 
yd place man Andrew Findon (Reon 
22A). Early challenger Dave Roberts 
DNC MkK6) lost contact with the lead- 
rs and had to settle for third place. 
Third place man in the championship, 
ohn Giles, (JGSMkS5Sb) survived the 
ttentions of Michael Kenny (MPK 
4ik1) to finish fourth. 

Many of the field in the Atlas Pho- 
ography F1300 Championship round 
vere running on slicks which, following 
| light shower of rain, promised to 
nake the race full of incidents. Paul 
Vebb (Mallock Delapena) led away 
nd looked to have the. race sewn up 
intil both he and third place man 
Angelo Farina (Farina-Dison) spun as 
hey came out of Gerards, Charlie Al- 
=n then inherited the lead which he 
ept to the end. Interest then centred 
m the second place battle between 
ohn Law (Samantha U2) and Brian 


Bill Barbet and Derek Chester dice for 
second in the pre-war Austin race. 


Colvin (Mallock U2). Law seemed to 
have the extra power on the straights, 
but Colvin had the grip on the corners 
so they continually swapped places, the 
honours finally going to Law. 

A race for pre-war Austin Sevens was 
led from flag to flag by the Austin 
Sports of Barry Clarke. A four car 
bunch headed by Bill Barbet’s Brook- 
lands Replica contested second place, 
with Barbet remaining on top with 
Derek Chester (Austin Sports) and 
Donald Rawson (1932 Austin Sports) in 
close attendance. 


Reilant 750 Formula Championship (10 laps): 1, Richard Muston (DNC Mk3), 6m 48.88, 79.25mph; 2, 
\ndrew Findon (Reon R2A), 6m 49.88; 3, Dave Roberts (DNC Mké), 6m 57.8s; 4, Michael Kenny (MPK Mk1) 
'm 27.28. Fastest lap: Roberts, Muston and Everett, 42.88, 84.11mph. 

Atlas Photography F1300 Championship Race (10 laps): 1, Charles Allen (U2Mk11B), 7m 50.2s, 
'6.56mph; 2, John Law (Samantha U2Mk18B), 7m 53.08; 3, Brian Colvin (U2Mk11); 7m 53.68; 4, Graham Kay 
U2Mk18D), 8m 07.0s. Fastest lap: Webb and Farina, 45.48, 79.29mph. 

Pre-War Austin Seven Race (10 laps): 1, Barry Clarke (Austin Sports), 11m 18.48, 53.08mph; 2, Bill 
farbet (Brooklands Replica), 11m 33.68; 3, Derek Chester (Austin Sports), 11m 34.88; 4, Donald Rawson 
Austin Sports), 11m 35.6s. Fastest lap: Clarke, 1m 05.0s, 55.38mph. 

Reliant 750 Formula Consolation Race (10 laps): 1, Tim Edwards (Centaur 750), 8m 55.48, 67.238; 2, 
eter Barrell (Time 3), 8m 56.68; 3, Rosemary Rafferty (Centaur), 9m 16.28; 4, Graham Kitchen (DNCMk3), 


m 19.8s. Fastest lap: Barrell, 50.6s, 71.14mph. 


Formula Ford Race (10 laps): 1, David Wheeler (Royale RP21A), 8m 03.48, 74.47mph; 2, Mike Phillips 
srossie 30F), 8m 06.6s; 3, Mark Rogers (Royale RP21), 8m 24.88; 4, Mark Dunham (Royale CRP3/16X), 8m 


8.08. Fastest lap: Phillips, 46.28, 77.92mph. 


Atlas Photography F1300 Consolation Race (10 laps): 1, John Harrison (U2Mk11B), 9m 00.6s, 
6.59mph; 2, Henry May (U2), 9m 17.08; 3, Barry Webb (Mallock Delapena), 9m 24.68; 4, lan Addlesee 
<evdar), 9m 26.0s. Fastest lap: May, 52.48, 68.70mph. M 

AMHEC Formula 4 Championship Race (10 laps): 1, Mike Whatley (Brickhaul Brabham), 7m 18.6s, 
2.07mph; 2, Alex Lowe (Chevron), 7m 22.08; 3, Ken Crook (Ensign MMED/77), 7m 31.28; 4, Bob Laughton 
Techno), 7m 31.48. Fastest lap: Whatiey, 42.48, 84.90mph. j 

Rellant 750 Formula Consolation Race (10 laps): 1, Stuart Gerrell (ONC Mk3), 9m 10.88, 65.35mph; 2, 
ony Marsden 9m 11.08; 3, Phil Stone (Transbrit), 9m 47.68; 4, Terry Crump (Crusader Mk1), 9m 48.2s. 


astest lap: Gerreil, 51.88, 69.49mph. 


Formula Ford and Formule Libre Race (10 laps): 1, Chris Landrum (Motul), 7m 34.28, 79.26mph; 2, Eike 
fellhausen (Brabham 8T23), 7m 35.0s; 3, Robert Moores (Modus), 7m 35.48; 4, Jim Ravenscroft (Surtees 
$15), 7n7 50.48. Fastest lap: Class A, Fox, 45.6s, 78.94mph. Class B, Landrum, 44.0s, 81.81mph. 


Morgan plus rain 


tain spoilt times at the Morgan CC’s 
print meeting at Curborough, near 
ighfield, last Sunday, Tony Westwood 
aiming the best with his second run of 
0.2 secs in his Matlock U2. 

With 38 cars competing in the Mor- 
an classes the competition for the 
forgan Sprint Trophy was keen but 
ictory went to Peter Garland in his 
{organ Plus 8 who did 41.9 while Mike 
{all took the Alan Smith Trophy with 
is similar car in which he was only half 
second slower than Garland. 

In the second Morgan class Dave 
tutherford did 41.6 to wih the class 
andsomely in his not quite standard 
Aorgan 4/4 while his wife Janet shared 
ne car and took the Ladies award in 
5.3. 

Behind Welshman Westwood the 
attle for honours in Class 9 saw John 
ascoe just beat G. Patterson. Both 
ere in U2s, and the margin was just 
nree tenths. Pascoe taking the class in 
1.3. 


Peter Langley drove his TVR round in 
46.7 to beat’Roger Barnes’ Morgan +4 
by three quarters of a second. 

BTD: T. Westwood (Mailock U2), 40.2s. 

Class winners: R. Halichurch (Dolomite), 47.18; 
D. Allen (Mini), 43.6s; N. Garland (Mini), 42.88; R. 


Whale (Escort), 45.8s; P. Langley (TVR), 46.78; D.. 


Richardson (Turner), 43.18; P. Garland (Morgan 
+8), 41.98; D. Rutherford (Morgan 4/4), 41.68; M. 
Robson (Morgan +8), 41.68; J. Pascoe (Mallock 
U2), 41.3s. Ladies: Mrs J. Rutherford (Morgan 4/4), 
45.3s. 


Many fall out 


Only 18 competitors turned up at the 
Atomic Energy Research Establish- 
ment at Harwell, near Oxford, last 
Sunday for the Invaders MC autotest 
meeting, despite the fact it was a round 
in the London Counties and Associ- 
ation of Central Southern Car Club’s 
series. 

Sponsored by Esso the event was 
won, hands' down, by John Larkin who 
receives support from the same com- 
pany. His total time for the 18 tests was 
566.4s and John Calton in his Mexico 
=es mest cee kec oo SRT 7M 


A consolation race for F750 cars 
followed next, with Stuart Gerrell 
(DNC Mk3) taking an early lead until 
his throttle cable snapped. Peter Barrell 
(Time 3) then took the lead until Tim 
Edwards (Centaur) passed him through 
the chicane. The continually improving 
Rosemary Rafferty took a lonely third 
place whilst Pam Giles (JGS5B), held 
fifth place, until she spun it away com- 
ing out of the chicane. 

Formula Fords were next on the bill, 
with David Wheeler (Royale RP21A) 

taking a flag to flag win. Mike Phillips 
(Crosslé 30F) finished second, while 
Mark Rogers (Royale RP21) finished a 
distant third. The Atlas Photography 
F1300 consolation race was won by 
John Harrison (Mallock U2Mk11), who 
took an early lead and was never head- 
ed finishing 16.4 seconds ahead of Hen- 
ry May (Mallock U2). There was a 
good scrap for third place between 
Barry Webb (Mallock Delapena) and 
Ian Addlesee (Kevdar), the former 
gaining the honours. 

Alex Lowe’s Chevron sat on pole for 
the AMHEC F4 round, but it was front 
row man Mike Whatley (Brabham), 
who led away. Championship leader 
Eddy Heasell needed a push start, but 
then had to drop out with a badly 
misfiring engine. Mike Whatley drew 
out an increasing lead, although Alex 
managed to claw back some of it as they 
lapped the back markers, but had to be 
content with second place. Ken Crook 
(Ensign MMED/77) and Bob Laughton 
(Techno) had a good fight for third 
place, Crook retaining the position de- 
spite a last ditch try by Laughton as 
they came out of the chicane for the last 
time. 

In the second F750 consolation race, 
pole position man Phil Stone (Trans- 
brit) took an early lead from second 
row man Tony Marsden, only to lose it 
to Bob Wright (Centaur). Wright held 
the lead for the next six laps only to spin 


it away at the esses. This left Marsden © 


in the lead but Stuart Gerrell (DNC 
Mk3) put in a last minute effort to take 
the flag and make up for his disappoint- 
ment in the earlier race. ; 

The final event was a Formule Libre 
race, which rapidly split itself into two 
groups. Eike Wellhausen (Brabham 
BT23), Chris Landrum (Motul) and 
Robert Moores (Modus), drove off to 
dispute the lead, leaving a battling four 
car train consisting of Jim Ravenscroft 
(Surtees TS15),/Syd Fox (in Margaret 
McEwan King’s Merlyn 20A), Mike 
Phillips (Crosslé 30F) and Richard Pea- 
cock (Royale RP21) to sort out the 
remaining places between them. Well- 
hausen was soon displaced by Landrum 
who held the lead to the end, Robert 
Moores never quite managing to pass 
Wellhausen and settling for third place. 
Jim Ravenscroft, won the second group 
battle some 15 seconds adrift of 
Moores, whilst Syd Fox was the first of 
the Formula Fordsters to take the flag. 


~ CHRIS WALKER . 


Foreigners 
revenge 


After the success of the British com- 
petitors at the Blackbushe round of the 
International Citroen 2CV Cross 
Championship a resurgence of national 
pride reinvigorated the Frenchmen at 
last weekend’s event organised by the 
Tunbridge Wells MC at Brands Hatch 
with the foreigners taking the first three 
places. The top Englishman was Tony 
Humm who took fourth place. The top 
12 places were: 1, Patrick Lapie; 2, 
Gerard Tilliette; 3, Jean-Bernard Rog- 
er; 4, Tony Humm; 5, David Lee; 6, 
Steve Clayton; 7, John Cox; 8, John 


Another for 
Dominic 


Scottish garage owner Dominic Buck- 
ley followed up his win at Hawick with 
another fine performance at.the Europa 
Lodge Autocross promoted by Tyne- 
mouth & DMC. Large clouds of dust 
made it difficult to see parts of the 
course. Even with cars running singly it 
was impossible to get a clear run. 

Trevor Olds in his Journal-sponsored 
1293cc Mini, again finished second be- 
hind Buckley, but not before some 
frantic battles with Jim Blythe, 1500 
Escort, Gavin Collyer, 1300 Elan, 
Richard Philipson, Anglia TC and John 
Woodman, Escort BDA, all took turns 
at holding second place, if only briefly. 

The strangest sight was Richard Phi- 
lipson in his mid-engined back-seat 
driving position Anglia, a car previous- 
ly owned by John Lindores: as the car 
flashes past you are still looking for the 
driver. Alan Conoly in his Journal 
Avenger scored another impressive 
class win, having spent the week 
straightening the shell after its roll on 
the ‘Jim Clark.’ : 

Behind the leaders, class 4 (1500cc 
front engine, rear wheel drive) pro- 
duced the closest finish with Jim Blythe 
just pipping Gavin Collyer and Vic 
Hart for his third class win of the 


season. 
FTD: Dominic Buckley (Escort RS), 2m 53.6s. 
Claes winners: John Shevill (Mini), 3:13.8; Steve 
Matthewson (Mini), 3:05.6; Trevor Olds (Mini), 
2:56.4; Jim Blythe (Escort), 3:00.0; Richard Philip- 
son (Anglia TC), 3:03.8; Alan Conoly, (Avenger), 
3:01.6. 


Massive | 
margin 


GPO engineer David Stott claimed 
BTD by a colossal margin at the Lancs 
and Cheshire MC’s round of the 
BTRDA Autocross Championship at 
Tyldesley, south of Manchester, last 
Sunday. On a day which started with 
dust and ended up with some mud after 
fairly heavy rain midway through the 
meeting, Stott put in a storming 2m 
15.6s in his 1380 Mini and this was a 
whole 11 secs faster than Terry Smith 
whose original 2m 15.3s was subse- 
quently disallowed as he had all four 
wheels off and he did 2m 26.8s on his 
second run in very different weather. 

Seventy-five entries turned out and 
Phil Wilson scored another comfortable 
class win in the up to 870cc class, his 
Mini doing 2.33.4 to give him the class 
by almost two secs ahead of Philip 
West. Fastest of 13 in the second class 
was Peter Sanders in his 1-litre Mini 
and he was very nearly three secs faster 
than Roger Burn in his Clan—a mild 
surprise. 

With potential class winner Frank 
Morris sidelined with a broken lay shaft 
in his gearbox, David Deaner took the 
up to 1300cc class in a Mini 1190 and he 
was streets ahead of the rest. Likewise 
John Rowlance made mincemeat of the 
opposition on the up to 1600cc class, 
again in a Mini. 

With Rob Gibson having no time on 
his first outing with the Sprite and 
subsequently not featuring in the places 
Steve Hunt was second to Smith in the 
over 1600cc class and Brian Betteridge. 
was third in his VW. Best dice of the 
day was in the rally car class up to 
1600cc where John Granvile (Audi) and 
Mike Spray (Cooper), were only 1.2 


secs apart. 
BTD: D. Stott (1380 Mini), 2m 15.6e. 
Class winners: P. Wilson (Min). 2m 33-4e8; P. 


SS Sree ori 


Punting at 
Lydden 


TEAC held their second Lydden race 
meeting of the season on Sunday. 

The Pink Panther Mini of Bob Paige 
led away the Championship MiniSeven 
race with Peter Daniels’ patriotic Mini 
in hot pursuit, Bob Vanson had been 
left on the grid with a dead engine. The 
two Quintain Minis of Martin Moor- 
head and Richard Hamlyn scrapped 
firmly in third and fourth places both 
finishing in less than tidy shape, and 
such was their pace that towards the 
end they hauled in and nearly took 
Daniels. 

The second race was for standard and 
modified MGA register cars. This fea- 
tured a close scrap for the lead between 
Alan Ward, Roy McCarthy and Vic 
Ellis all, naturally, in MGA’s. But Mc- 
Carthy crashed spectacularly at Ches- 
sons—without injury—and this split 
Ward and Ellis a little. Ed Punt’s 2.0 
BDG Ford Escort was on pole for the 
special saloons but it was Streat’s black 
Mini that took a sizeable lead on the 
first lap. Chris Clarke (1.3 Mini) held 
second initially but was soon hauled in 
by Punt, who then set about reducing 
Streat’s lead but’Streat went wide at the 
elbow and took a long time to get going 
again. Punt therefore took the flag and 
Steve Pengelly’s Motospeed Mini took 
a well deserved second place when 
Clarke went off at Chessons on the last 
lap. 

The TEAC Championship Formula 
Ford race had a full grid and a surprise 
in store when Len Marchant’s Brabham 
led away the Vickery Fine Arts Crosslé 


25F of Paul Sleeman and the Crosslé_ 


30F of Tony Howard. Marchant held on 
determinedly for three laps before fi- 
nally succumbing to the superior speed 
of Sleeman who then pulled away 
slightly. Howard passed Marchant on 
the same lap but he later, in probably 
his best ever performance, kept How- 
ard firmly in sight. 

The up to 1000cc special saloon race 
had a full grid as well and Mike Scott’s 
1.0 Ford Anglia led away Peter Knipe’s 
850 Hillman Imp, but Knipe stayed 
with Scott all round the outside of 
Chessons before ‘‘powering” past the 
larger engined car along Canterbury 
straight. Scott led the end of the first 
lap, though, when Knipe went a little 
too wide coming out of Paddock, but he 
continued to hassle Scott with some 
demon outbreaking manoeuvres on ev- 
ery bend failing at the flag by half a 
second. 

The final race for modsports featured 
another dice for the lead with Mike 
Chalks Healey Sprite and the W. J. 
Sims (Transport) Lotus Elan of Tony 
Claydon. Barry Smith’s Turner was up 
there with them before some spins 
dropped him out of contention. Each 
lap Claydon seemed poised to catch and 
pass Chalk but each lap he lost out at 
the hairpin and it was plain to see the 
Elan was having problems—later ex- 
plained away by the fact that the unit 
was clutchless and stuck in third gear— 
and although Claydon set fastest lap it 


was Chalk’s race. DAUL HARMER 


Wraith Winkworth was luckily uninjured when he rolled the BHR Rolatruc opportunity car. 


DL17 double at Brands 


.Those who love their motor racing, 


expecially at club level, were not to be 
disappointed at Brands Hatch on Sun- 
day by Rochester MC. 

Getting in some useful practice for 
the coming Sunday’s Townsend Thore- 
sen round, Bernard Devaney (Hawke) 
must have been happy to beat Tony 
Halliwell’s newly acquired Van Diemen 
in heat one of the Kent Messenger 
Formula Ford race. Halliwell clung to 
the lead for almost half the race, but 
Devaney took over at Druids on lap 
five. Simon Davey (Nike) was third and 
Peter Lawrence (Royale) fourth, the 
latter after a frightening side-by-side 
collision with Pere Nogues’ Van Die- 
men as they raced past the pits. Nogues 
was lucky to keep his car pointing the 
right way, and finished a trailing fifth. 

Heat two was also won by a Hawke, 
this time the car driven by Jorge Caton 
from Spain, Caton passed the Crosslé 
of Peter Argetsinger in a very uncom- 
promising move at Paddock on lap 
three. Wraith Winkworth, second driv-. 
er of the Brands Hatch Racing Rolatruc 
opportunity car, was embroiled in a 
heavy battle for the final qualifying 
places when his car was tipped end- 
over-end at Druids a lap from the end, 
luckily without harm to the driver. 

The KM final at the end of the day 
saw Devaney, Caton and Halliwell on 
the front-row. Halliwell made the best 
start, but the two Hawkes hounded him 
and Caton swooped round the outside 
at Paddock for the third time. Devaney 
squeezed through immediately after- 
wards and took the lead on lap five 
when the, ragged Caton ran wide -at 
Clearways. The Spanish driver fell right 
to the back with a dusty spin at Clear- 
ways three laps later, leaving Devaney 
and Halliwell unmolested in the leading 
positions. Simon Davey had a much 
harder time taking third place under 
heavy pressure from Nogues and Arget- 
singer, and Sean Walker was a close 


CSU] tS cee 


TEAC MinISeven Championship (10 laps): 1, Bob Paige, 9m 05.6s, 65.98mph; 2, Peter Daniels, 9m 
10.0s; 3, Martin Moorhead, 9m 11.68; 4, Richard Hamlyn, 9m 11.88; 5, Bob Vanson, 9m 16.0s; 6, David 


Mabbutt 9m 17.2. Fastest lap: Palge, 53.6, 67.16mph. 


MGA Register Championship (10 laps): 1, Alan Ward (MGA), 9m 12.7, 65.13mph; 2, Vic Ellis (MGA); 3, 
Colin Jones (MGA); 4, Stuart Holley (MGA), nine laps; 5, Keith Blight (MGA); 6, Dennis Seabrook (MGA). 
Ciass winners: Ward and Holley. Fastest laps: Ward and Roy McCarthy 53.4, 67.42mph, Holley 59.7, 


60.50mph. 


Special Saloons (10 laps): 1, Ed Punt (2.0 Ford Escort) 8m 16.3, 72.53mph; 2, Steve Pengelly (1.3 Mini) 
8m 21.7, 71.78mph; 3, Chris Clarke (1.3 Mini); 4, Derek Foy (1.3 Mini); 5, Marcus Beeching (1.3 Mini); 6, Steve 
Dennison (2.0 Alfa-GTV). Class winners: Punt and Pengelly. Fastest lap: Punt 48.2, 74.69mph, Streat 48.0, 


75.00mph. 


TEAC Formula Ford Championship (10 laps): 1, Paul Sleeman (Crossié 25F-Minister), 7m 55.7s, 
75.67mph; 2, Tony Howard (Crossié 30F-Flint); 3, Len Marchant (Brabham BT21/28-Scholar); 4, John 
Dickinson (Van Diemen RF76); 5, Gary Coerd (Van Diemen RF76); 6, Len Greeney (Royale RP21-Minister). 


Fastest lap: Steeman, 46.1, 78.09mph. 


Special Saicons (10 laps): 1, Mike Scott (1.0 Ford Anglia) 8m 27.48, 70.95mph; 2, Peter Knipe (850 
Hiiman oO. 3- 27° Se 73.88mph; 3, Eddy Arscott (850 Mini); 4, Peter Northover (850 Mini); 5, Bob Vanson 
(850 Mri: & 2orr “et 350 Mr Ctses winners: Scott and Knipe. Fastest laps: Scott 49.5, 72.73mph. 


Knipe 44 irs 
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sixth in his Tiga from an on-form David 
Wigdor (Image). 

David Mercer (Elan) burst off pole 
position to lead the modsports race into 
Paddock, but Bob Jarvis (Davrian) had 
a faster line round the outside and set 
off into a steadily increasing lead. Mer- 
cer then came under pressure from Pat 
Longhurst’s Davrian, which moved 
ahead for a while although Mercer had 
second place when it really mattered. 

The customary Nick Whiting domi- 
nation of the special saloon race was 
broken when the Escort scorched into 
the pits at the end of lap three, losing 
places to John Homewood, Brian Preb- 
ble (Imps) and Stephen Minton (Ang- 
lia). Slowed by a brake problem, Whit- 
ing nevertheless soon caught the cars 
ahead and picked them off by the end 
of lap eight. In his wake, Prebble 
fought off a stern challenge from the 


- usually dominant Homewood to take a 


well-deserved class win. Minton also 
won his class and split the Imps early 
on, but handling problems nearly had 
him off the track a couple of times and 
he settled for fourth overall. 

Lyn Evans was the lucky winner of a 
Reliant 750 Formula championship 
round. Second to Bob Simpson (SS 
Reliant) in the early stages, Evans 
broke up an exciting dice when he spun 
his Centaur at Paddock on lap three, 
delaying himself and eliminating Simp- 
son. New leader Iain Sclanders (Reliant 
Special) was soon out of luck, blowing 


up on lap eight and handing the lead to 
Evans, the two of them sharing a new 
lap record well inside the old record 
time. 

Excitement was anticipated in the 
Mini 7 race for the Leyland challenge 
but, despite a hectic battle for the 
minor placings, there was never any 
doubt about Graham Wenham winning 
in his ultra-successful car. Rather, he 
took the chequered flag first, but as his 
car was fitted with 12-inch wheels as an 
experiment, it could not qualify for 
awards or championship points. The 
spoils of victory therefore went to Mar- 
tin Goodall, the only driver to stay 
anywhere near Wenham until he eased 
towards the end. Robert Addison, John 
West, Chris Lewis and Russell Grady 
had a big set-to for third to sixth places, 
finishing in that order. Patrick Watts 
must have thought he was safe in sev- 
enth after foiling Stephen Hall’s efforts 
to pass, but Hall had the last laugh, 
sneaking through right on the line. 


A hectic lead battle featuring Peter 
Gillett’s Genie and the JPS (no, not 
that one) of Julian Pratt lasted for 8} 
laps with Gillett in front and Pratt 
exerting maximum pressure but, with a 
lap record under his belt, Pratt then had 
his car fail under him, leaving Gillett to 
score a very easy win. The Streaker 
finished a long way behind in second 
place in his Lotus, and another 12 
seconds behind was Geoff Jackson’s 


Brabham. - 
PAULINE PHILLIPS 
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Formula Ford Championship, heat one (10 laps): 1, Bernard Devaney (Hawke-Minister 


Messenger 
DL19), 8m 43.2s, 82.82mph; 2, Tony Halliwell (Van Diemen-Minister 77), 8m 45.08; 3, Simon Davey (Nike- 
Minister Mk10B), 8m 52.0s; 4, Peter Lawrence (Royale-Rowland RP3A), 8m 53.0s. Fastest lap: Devaney, 


51.48, 84.30mph. 


Kent Messenger Formula Ford Championship, heat two (10 laps): 1, Jorge Caton (Hawke-Scholar DL17), 
8m 55.6s, 80.90mph; 2, Peter Argetsinger (Crossié-Minister 32F), 9m 00.6s; 3, Mike Wallaker (Jomic- 
Rowland Mk2A), 9m 00.88; 4, Mike Colin (Image-Minister 2B). Fastest lap: Robert Coates (Hawke-Minister 


DL17), 51.68, 83.97mph. 
Kent Formula Ford Championship, 


final (12 laps): 1, Devaney, 10m 23.48, 83.41mph; 2, 


Messenger 

Halliwell, 10m 27.28; 3, Davey, 10m 31.2s; 4, Pere Nogues (Van Diemen-Scholar 77), 10m 31.88; 5, 
Argetsinger, 10m 32.0s; 6, Sean Walker (Tiga-IWR 76), 10m 40.0s. Fastest lap: Devaney, 51.0s, 84.96mph. 

Modsports race (10 laps). Overall: 1, Bob Jarvis (1.0 Davrian Mk7), 8m 51.6s, 81.51mph; 2, David Mercer 
(1.6 Lotus Elan), 8m 55.4s; 3, Pat Longhurst (1.1 Davrian Mk8), 8m 56.48; 4, Geoff Weeks (1.4 MG Midget, 9m 
05.88. Over 2000ce: 1, Tony Wingrove (3.0 Porsche Carrera), 76.34mph; 2, Dave Reade (3.7 Aston Martin 
DB4). No other finishers. Fastest lap: Wingrove, 55.48, 78.21mph. 1500-2000ce: 1, Mercer, 80.93mph; 2. 
John Churchill (1.6 Lotus Elan); 3, lain Rowley (2.0 Triumph GT6). Fastest lap: Churchill, 52.0s, 83.33mph. 
1151-1500ce: 1, Weeks, 73.39mph; 2, Martin Wilson (1.3 MG Midget); 3, Fred Taylor (1.8 MG Midget): 
Fastest lap: Weeks, 53.28, 81.45mph. Up to 1150cc: 1, Jarvis; 2, Longhurst. No other finishers. Fastest heap 


Jarvis, 51.48, 84.30mph. 


Special saloon car race (10 laps). Overall: 1, Nick Whiting (3.4 Ford Escort V6), 8m 56.8s, 80.72mph; 2, 
Brian Prebble (1.0 Hartwell imp), 8m 58.0s; 3, John Homewood (1.0 Sunbeam imp), 8m 59.2s; 4, Stewe 
Minton (1.8 Ford Anglia), 9m 03.8s. Over 2000ce: 1, Whiting; 2, Brian Leonard (3.0 Ford Anglia); 3, Barry 
Holdsworth (3.0 Ford Capri). Fastest lap: Whiting, 49.48, 87.71mph. 1001-2000ce: 1, Minton, 79.68mph; 2. 
Mike Chittenden (1.3 Ford Anglia); 3, John Davies (1.3 Mini). Fastest lap: Minton, 52.68, 82.38mph. 85t- 
1000ce: 1, Prebble, 80.64mph; 2, Homewood; 3, John Schneider (100 Hillman imp). Fastest lap: Prebble, 


52.08, 83.33mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Geoff Poulter (Mini), 


McLurg (imp), 57.2s, 75.75mph. 


68.68mph; 2, Giyn Williams (imp). Fastest lap: Eddie 


Rellant 750 Formula National Championship race (10 laps): 1, Lyn Evans (Centaur), 9m 40.6a, 
74.63mph; 2, Simon Fry (DNC 57), 9m 42.4s; 3, Richard Stephens (Jerric 3C), 9m 46.48; 4, lan Palmer 
(Reliant Special), 9m 49.4s; 5, Dave Robson (Viking LV17), 9m 57.08; 6, Barry Playle (Trick Free), 10m 10.4e. 
Fastest lap: Evans and jain Sclanders (DNC Mk3), 55.6, 77.93mph (record). 

Leyland Formula Mini 7 National Challenge race (10 laps): 1, Graham Wenham, 10m 08.28, 71.24mpnh: 
2, Martin Goodall, 10m 14.88; 3, Robert Addison, 10m 15.68; 4, John West, 10m 16.28: 5. Chris Lewia, 10m 
18.28; 6, Russell Grady, 10m 18.88. Fastest lap: Wenham, 59.86, 72.46mph. (NE: Werherm raced on 12m 


Vartey Batterise Monoposto National Championship rece (i0 aps Pee Set Gene Wc 2 3 
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Jordan’s Marlboro Team Ireland March 74B leads the Chevron B27 of McGarrity. 


Eddie’s first one 


Mondello Park on a blistering July 10 
saw another Formula Atlantic race win- 
ner, Eddie Jordan scoring his first win 
at the wheel of the Marlboro Team 
Ireland March 74B when the race lead- 
er Derek Shortall spun his Vista Chev- 
ron B29 out of contention. Mick Roe 
easily won the Formula Ford race with 
the works-backed Van Diemen, his first 
appearance on his home circuit this 
year. The meeting was organised by the 
Leinster Motor Club and mainly spon- 
sored by Semperit Tyres, with FF race 
money by Capital Finance. 

The Atlantic grid included Harold 
McGarrity, on the front row with a 
Chevron B27 on his first Mondello 
appearance of the year; but Des Don- 
nelly was a non-starter with the 
Kinnane/Modus M3, having blown the 
motor the previous week at Kirkistown. 
Derek Shortall powered the Vista 
Chevron B29 into the lead at the flag, 
and Eddie Jordan in the Alan Smith- 
powered March 74B made it second in 
front of Harold McGarrity after they 
both tried different sides of the track to 
out-fox each other under braking for 
the slow Shell hairpin. Patsy McGarrity 
never got any higher than fourth and, 
after four laps, he was forced to retire 
his Chevron B39 with a repeat of his 
practice troubles of a broken drive 
coupling. 

Harold McGarrity dropped back sev- 
eral lengths behind Jordan after five 
laps of ultra close dicing for second, and 
just when the race outcome looked very 
settled in favour of Shortall to make it 
two in a row, the leader spun at Duck- 
hams on lap 15. Jordan and McGarrity 
went past shortall who recovered to slot 
into third place and endeavour to at 
least redeem himself with a second. 
There was no way Shortall could catch 
Jordan, who was absolutely delirious at 
his first big win in the four-year-old 
March, McGarrity was almost eight 
seconds in arrears and Shortall failed to 
get second by just one-fifth of a second, 
despite fastest lap at 55.8secs (8Omph) 
on his 17th lap. Bill Gowdy held fourth 
place with his Chevron B25, after Patsy 
McGarrity’s retirement and Big Tom 
O’Leary posted his best drive to date 
with a fifth place, despite the efforts of 
John Eastwood to pass the wide Brab- 
ham BT40. Eastwood eventually fell 
back behind the Modus M3 of Mike 
Nugent. 

The two Formula Ford heats were 
won by Mick Roe in the Van Diemen 
and Vivian Candy in the Marlboro 
Team Ireland Crosslé 30F. Both heats 
produced hairy moments indeed, with 
Mick Clifford aviating the Irish Nation- 
wide Building Society Crosslé 32F at 
Shell in Heat 1 and Joey Greenan 
totalling the Martin Donnelly Royale 
RP24 at Deckbems im Heat 2. Clifford’s 
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the final and Candy’s efforts to take the 
lead ended on lap 12 when the throttle 
cable broke. Trevor Templeton in his 
Crosslé 32F finished well back from 
Roe, with Arnie Black third, 3.4secs 
down on the second man, with the 
Dublin Aluminium Crosslé 25F. Gary 
Gibson in another 32F got away from 
Dave Griffin’s Royale RP21 to finish 
fourth, and after a first lap off Ken 
Acheson came back with his 32F to 
displace Griffin for fifth. P. J. Fallon, 
who had a heat second, retired on the 
warm-up lap when the clutch broke on 
his Crosslé 25F. 

Other races had their share of inci- 
dents, with Shay Lawless setting the 
trend for an exciting afternoon by spin- 
ning his Allmac in the Vee race. How- 


ever, he recovered to haul in the Irish- | 


built Sheane-VW’s and win from Ned 
Dickenson. As usual, David Hall in his 
Hallspeed Imp totally demolished the 
Minis to win the modified saloons race; 
and in modsports, Liam Plower was an 
equally dominant victor, from the simi- 
lar MG Midgets of Morgan Dempsey 
and Harold Hagan. This race was de- 
layed when Rutledge somehow man- 
aged to roll his Sprite on the warm-up 
lap! 

The Production and Group 1 saloon 
races were both won by 2.8 Opel Com- 
modore Coupés. In the first race Ray 
Moore led Frank O’Rouke, the two 
burbling big Opels chased by rotary 
Mazdas of Sparks and _ Hassard. 
O’Rourke brought out his second car, 
yes he’s got two Opels, to win the 
second race, in which Moore went off in 
his efforts to keep pace with the’ re- 
markable VW Golf GTi of former At- 
lantic driver Nelson Todd. A handicap 
“race” for celebrities, saw Rosemary 
Smith win from the scratch mark in a 
Vauxhall Cavalier Coupé, pipping the 
Cavalier saloon of Irish TV personality 
Mike Murphy on the line. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


A flag-to-flag win by the impressive 
young South African Trevor van 
Rooyen opened the supporting pro- 
gramme at Donington on July 8. Hav- 
ing annexed pole position by nearly one 
second in the SDC Building-sponsored 
Royale RP24, van Rooyen stated his 
intention of winning from the start, 
steadily increasing his lead over fellow 
front row man, Paul Smith (BMT 
Royale RP24), whose fortunes were 
much-improved after his disastrous Sil- 
verstone outing the previous weekend. 
The two Royales maintained their posi- 
tions throughout, but a good scrap for 
the next three places was resolved in 
the order Barry Pigot, John Village 
(who had spun early on) and Mike 
Phillips. Martin Ochiltree just held 
sixth ahead of Rick Whyman. 


Avenging his second place at Don- 
ington the previous week, Patrick Keen 
took his British Racing Green Morgan 
Plus 8 to a super win in the modsports 
race, beating the scrapping E types of 
Richard Gamble (4.5) and his conquer- 
or of the previous week, Guy Beding- 
ton (5.4). Keen had been sandwiched 
between these two on the front row of 
the grid and made the best start, just 
reaching Redgate Lodge ahead of Bed- 
ington, Gamble,, Max Payne’s Elan, 
Fred Cliffe in yet another E type (4.4) 
and John Wilmhurst (Ginetta). Gamble 
relegated Bedington by the end of the 
second tour, at which time oil dropped 
at the chicance was causing Keen and 
the two Jags to tread most carefully 
through the tight right and left. No one 
put a foot wrong, however, and Keen 
led the two Jaguars to the flag. Max 
Payne compensated for his push start 


‘(and ten second penalty) with a class 


win and fifth overall behind Fred Cliffe, 
while the third class-winner, John 
Wilmhurst finished seventh behind 
John Oxborough, who was later ex- 
cluded from the results for navies no 
rear window in his E type. 


Final race of the day saw the return 
of that much-loved combination—Ger- 
ry Marshall and Baby Bertha, the 
Vauxhall Firenza-based Repco-Hold- 
en-powered ‘super saloon’. It was 
Gerry’s first race in the car for many 
months and he was visibly ecstatic to 
get back behind the wheel, swinging in 
tail-happy style all round the circuit. 
First into Redgate Lodge, however, 
was the low VW Beetle-Chevrolet of 
local man Mick Hill, with Gerry and 
Bill Dryden (2.5 Firenza) close behind. 
Within three laps Marshall was in the 
lead after one or two hairy moments 
trying to pass the ‘wide’ Beetle, and he 
steadily gained on Hill, who appeared 
always in danger of being passed by 
Dryden. Colin Hawker brought the 
Cosworth-powered VW fastback into 
fourth after a well-considered drive 
through the field from a very lowly grid 


TY OU | { [5 ese 


Formula Atlantic (20 laps): 1, Eddie Jordan (March 74B), 19m 00.48, 78.29mph; 2, Harold McGarrity 
(Chevron B27), 19m 08.2s; 3, Derek Shortall (Chevron B29), 19m 08.4s; 4, Bill Gowdy (Chevron B25), 19m 
27.28; 5, Tom O'Leary (Brabham BT40), 19m 46.68; 6, Mike Nugent (Modus M3), 19m 50.4s. Fastest lap: 


Shortall, 55.8s, 80.00mph. 


Formula Ford Final (15 laps): 1, Mick Roe (Van Diemen), 16m 03.88, 69.48mph; 2, Trevor Tempieton 
(Crossié 32F), 16m 18.0s; 3, Arnie Black (Crossié 25F), 16m 21.48; 4, Gary Gibson (Crossié 32F), 16m 28.0s; 
5, Ken Acheson (Crossié 32F), 16m 31.08; 6, Dave Griffin (Royale RP21), 16m 34.0s. Fastest lap: Roe and 


Vivian Candy (Crosslé 30F), 1m 03.48, 70.41mph. 


Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Roe, 10m 44.08, 69.32mph; 2, Acheson, 10m 47.0s; 3, Black, 10m 51.8s. Fastest lap: 


Roe and Acheson, 1m 03.68, 70.19mph. 


Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Candy, 10m 44.88, 69.23mph; 2, P. J. Failon (Crossié 25F), 10m 54.6s; 3, Brendan 
McKenna (Crossié S0F), 10m 59.0s. Fastest lap: Candy and Joey Greenan (Royale RP24), 1m 03.4s, 


70.41mph. 


Modified saloons (10 laps): 1, David Hall (Imp), 11m 05.28, 67.1 1mph; 2, Cyril McCabe (Minl), 11m 32.0s; 
3, Fintan Cunningham (Mini), 11m 37.68; 4, Ron Neely (Mini), 11m 43.2s; 5, Mick Dillon (Mini), 11m 47.6s. 


Fastest lap: Hall, 1m 04.8s, 68.89mph. 


Modgsports (70 laps): 1, Liam Plower (MG Midget), 11m 13.2s, 66.31mph; 2, Morgan Dempsey (Midget), 
11m 17.0s; 3, Harold Hagan (Midget), 11m 18.0s; 4, Stee Griffin (Midget), 11m 26.28; 5, Conor Nolan 
(Midget), 11m 59.8s; 6, Don Kissane (Midget), 12m 00.0s. Fastest lap: Plower, 1m 06.2s, 67.43mph. 

Formula Vee (10 laps): 1, Shay Lawiess (Allmac), 12m 04.88, 61.59mph; 2, Ned Dickenson (Sheane), 12m 
14.88; 3, John Alvey (Sheane), 13m 00.08; 4, Ivan Sheane (Sheane), 13m 16.8s. Fastest lap: Lawless, 1m 


09.2s, 64.51mph. 


Prodsaloons (10 laps): 1, Ray Moore (Opel Commodore Coupé GS E), 12m 36.88, 58.99mph; 2, Frank 
O’Rourke (Coupe GS £), 12m 43.2s; 3, P. Sparks (Mazda RX3), 12m 51.86; 4, M. Hassard (Mazda RX3), 13m 
McGarrity (Ford Escort 


022s; 5, Gerry 


Toas (VW Gos GT" 
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RS2000 Mk1), 13m 03.08; 6, Russell Connell (Ford Capri 3000GT), 
13m G3.2s. Fastest lap: Moore, im 14.28, 60.16mph. 

Group 1 (10 imps}: 1. =renk O'Rourke (Ops! Commodore Coupe GS £), 12m 01.46 61.88rmph; 2, Nelson | 
12> 304s: 3 Russel Coml (Cant GT). 13> 00. Ss: +. Gerry McGeary S2000) 
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position, ahead of Tony Sugden and 
Tony Dickinson. First of the lapped 
men was Paul Haywood-Half 

who took his first class-win in the 
Bevan ex-Johnstone Imp. Steve Phil 
lips, Peter Day (Mini) and Alan Hunt 
(Cooper S) both won their classes. 

Formula Ford 1600 Race (10 laps): 1, Trevor van 
Rooyen (Royale-Minister RP24), 13m 43.668, 
85.55mph; 2, Paul Smith (Royale-Peter Harris 
RP24), 13m 56.28; 3, Barry Pigot (Van Diemen- 
Scholar RF77), 14m 03.48; 4, John Village (Royale- 
Titan RP24), 14m 03.88; 5, Mike Phillips (Crossié- 
Minister 30F), 14m 04.68; 6, Martin Ochiltree (Priam- 
soll-Scholar), 14m 17.88. Fastest lap: Van Rooyen, 
1m 21.48, 86.56mph. 

Modified sports car race (10 laps): Overall and 
over 2000cc: 1, Patrick Keen (3.5 Morgan Plus 8), 
14m 12.08, 82.70mph; 2, Richard Gamble (4.5 
Jaguar E type), 14m 12.48; 3, Guy Bedington (5.4 
Jaguar E type), 14m 18.2s; 4, Fred Cliffe (4.4 Jaguar 
E type), 14m 44.48. Fastest lap: Gamble and 
Keen,1m 22.68, 85.31 mph. 1500 to 2000cc: 1, Max 
Payne (1.6 Lotus Elan TC), 79.74mph. No other 
starters. Fastest lap: Payne, 1m 24.6s, 83mph. 
1150 to 1500: 1, John Wilmhurst (1.5 Ginetta G4), 
77.92mph; 2, Steven Roberts (1.3 Mini Marcos); 3, 
Vivien West (1.3 MG Sprite). Fastest lap: Wilm- 
hurst, 1m 27.68, 80.44mph. __. 

Special Saloon Car Race (10 laps): Overall: 1, 
Gerry Marshall (5.0 Vauxhall Firenza-Holden), 12m 
57.68, 90.61mph; 2, Mick Hill (5.0 VW 
Chevrolet), 13m 10.48; 3, Bill Dryden (2.5 Vauxhall 
Firenza), 13m 11.28; 4, Colin Hawker (3.0 VW- 
Cosworth DFV), 13m 15.28. Over 2500cc: 1, Mar- 
shall; 2, Hill; 3, Hawker. Fastest lap: Marshall, 1m 
16.0s; 92.71mph. 1300 to 2500cc: 1, Dryden, 
89.05mph; 2, Tony Sugden (2.0 Ford Escort Swin- 
don BDX); 3, Tony Dickinson (2.0 Ford Escort BDA). 
Fastest lap: Dryden, 1m 17.68, 90.80mph. 1000 to 
1300cc: 1, Alan Hunt (1.3 Motospeed Cooper S), 
72.57mph. No other finishers. Fastest laps: David 
Hall (1.2 Halispeed imp Carter), 1m 25.68, 
82.32mph. 850 to 1000cc: 1, Paul Haywood-Half- 
penny (1.0 Bevan Imp), 79.64mph. No other finish- 
ers. Fastest lap: Haywood-Halfpenny, 1m 25.46, 
82.51mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Peter Day (850 Allen 
Mini), 75.37mph; 2, David Leaver (850 Mini Cooper 
S). No other finishers. Fastest lap: Day, 1m 27.88, 
80.25mph. 


Close-run | 
result 


The Stockport crew of Malcolm Byrom 
and Mike Fletcher won the Rhyl & 
District MC Mid Summer Rally last 
weekend by a mere 15 secs after a 160 
mile battle with Pat Jerome and Lee 
Vincent through much well-known rally 
country in Denbighshire and other 
parts of North Wales. The difference 
between them was arrived at by their 
total times on the three second half 
selectives, two of which were on the 
tarmac link roads in Clocaenog forest. 

The winners ended the rally on 37m 
22s in their Vileda RS1800 with Jero- 
me/Vincent on 37m 37s in their Irving 
Auto Spares RS2000 and they were 
almost four mins ahead of two other 
crews battling for third spot. 

The rally, sponsored by Allitts of 
Rhyl, attracted a full house and al- 
though there were the usual tales of 
woe from minor shunts the only major 
incident was a head on collision be- 
tween two competing crews which oc- 
curred shortly after dawn. 

The Porsche 911S of Roger Powley 
and Brian Goff was allowed to start at 
the head of the field and, although they 
were about two mins ahead at half-way 
and put up fastest time on each of the 
selectives, they were later deemed to 
have missed a control and thus fell out 
of contention. 

The battle for third place ended with 
Roland Young and Pete Forrester m 
their Allitts Escort RS1700 finishing om 
41mins 30secs to beat Dennis Polling- 
ton/Dave Thomas in their RS2000 by 
17secs. Both crews might have been a 
lot closer to the leaders but Young lost 
time in the second half with a wrong 
slot and Pollington bent a wing when he 
flew off the road briefly in Clocaenog. 

A fine fifth were the leading semi- 
experts Peter Dale and Charles Hughes 
in an RS1600 and sixth were Joe Rob- 
erts and Kevin Jones in a Datsun 240Z. 
Dale’s time was 46m 45s while Roberts 
weighed in on 47m Sis. Leading novices 
were Mark Hemomings anc Les Hewitt 
= 2 Coomer S$ o= Soa le 


_———— i 


ee eee 


F 


i. 
} 


Bradbilt BTD 


The Bradbilt Special of Norman Brad- 
shaw took BTD by a clear margin from 
79 other competitors at the Aylesbury 
MC autocross at Askett, near Princes 
Risborough last weekend, the meeting 
being supported by Gordon Spice’s 
company the Aylesbury Tappet. 

Escaping the rain, which affected 
much of the rest of the country, condi- 
tions were dry and dusty but Bradshaw 
whipped round in 1m 25.6s one second 
quicker than Tony Gover in a 1400 
Tim Fraser won the class for small 
engined Minis beating Frank Alderman 
by close on two secs but Alderman later 
went on to win the knockout in a 
furious battle with Ivan Gill. Unluckily 
Gill rolled: near the end but without 
personal damage. 

Alan Davies got the better of Gra- 
ham Dubber in the struggle for honours 
in the up to 1300cc front engined rwd 
class, both in Escorts and the up to 1- 
litre Mini class fell to Peter Terrington’s 
970 version who was two secs ahead of 
Alan Eley. 

The sports car class featured an Elan 
v Sprite encounter with Ron Johnson’s 
Elan beating Steve Petter by 1.4secs. In 
the big engined rally car class Stephen 
Hill did a very creditable 1m 28.4s in his 
1600 Escort which was third BTD and 


he won his class by four secs. 

BTD: N. Bradshaw (Bradbilt), 1m 25.6s. 

Class winners: T. Fraser (Mini), 1m 29.28; A. 
Davies: (Escort), 1m 30.08; P. Terrington (Mini), 1m 
31.68; J. O'Shea (Escort), 1m 30.6s; R. Johnson 
(Elan), 1m 32.48; T. Gover (Mini), im 26.68; D. 
Hopkins (Eliova), 1m 29.28; D. Johnson (Saab), 1m 
30.8s; S. Hill (Escort), 1m 28.48. 


U2, Orbell! 


Dave Orbell took his Mallock U2 to 
RAF Upwood last Sunday, did one run 
in 46.7 secs and then sat back and 
waited for anyone to beat it. Nobody 
did, and the rain midway through the 
second runs put paid to everyone’s later 
hopes and so he collected BTD. 

Peter Fisk’s March 702 came nearest 
to catching him with a 49.0s and he was 
an easy winner of his class. Only 39 cars 
turned up for the PMC meeting, a 
round of three different championships. 

BTD: D. Orbeil (Mallock U2), 46.7s. 

Class winners: P. Moore (Cooper 970), 64.48; T. 
Kyte (Cooper 1293), 64.38; D. Fuller (Mexico), 
60.78; C. Buck (Capri), 62.18; P. Faux (Cooper), 
60.98; P. May (Mini 1293), 58.38; J. Osborne (Ang- 
fia), 68.58; W. Horton (Firenza), 58.98; N. Rowlerson 
(Midget), 65.98; T. Hempsted (Elan), 57.68; R. 
Mathew (Morris 8), 68.38; J. Bailey (Mallock U2), 
51.88; J. Corbyn (Terrapin), 54.58; P. Fisk (March 
702), 49.0s. Best Peterborough: A. Faux (Lotus 
$1), 53;5s.- 


‘Streets ahead 


A second run time of im 37.4s was 
good enough to give Graham Hathaway 
BTD at the Borough 19 Streeter auto- 
cross at Stone Lodge, Dartford, last 
Sunday, when 74 cars turned out for 
this round of the ASEMC and Eastern 


Counties championship. As _ usual 
Hathaway was driving his very much on 
form Escort and his nearest rival Ian 
Thomson (Mini) was just over two secs 
off the pace. 

Thomson, in fact, had to work for his 
class win for he had Tony Mason hard 
on his heels in 1:40.2 while Paul Bris- 
tow came third of 18 in 1:41.6. The next 
class, featuring the Escorts produced 14 
entries and Alan Jones just pipped John 
Revell. The big engined Mini class was 
not strong in numbers but Mike 
Crookes and Mike Long, both in 1400cc 
versions were very evenly matched, 
Crookes taking the class by four tenths 
of a second. 

BTD: G. Hathaway (Escort), 1m 37.48. 

Class winners: S. Cooper (Mini), 1m 43.88; G. 
Standage (Escort), 1m 43.5s; A. Smith (imp), im 
51.88; |. Thomson (Mini), 1m 39.88; A. Jones (Es- 
cort), 1m 42.68; M. Crookes (Mini), 1m 42.48; P. 


Cook (Half-a-Mo), 1m 41.48; C. Betson (Mini), 1m 
48.28; T. Cook (Escort TC), 1m 47.0s. 


NATIONAL HILLCLIMB 
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a Weekend Sport 


MALLORY PARK 


The BRSCC Midland Centre organise a 
two day meeting at the Leicestershire 
circuit this weekend. Topping the bill is 
the ninth round of the ShellSport Inter- 
national Group 8 series which brings 
together all of the usual front runners 
including Derek Bell (Penske), Tony 
Trimmer (Surtees), Keith Holland 
(Lola) and the talented Aussie Bruce 
Allison (Chevron). Practice for the G8 
cars is on Saturday as are two heats and 
a final of the Dunlop Star of Tomorrow 
Formula Ford championship. Moving 
to Sunday, supporting races are a 20-lap 
round of the Lord’s Taverners FF2000 
championship which boasts a huge en- 
try necessitating a consolation event, 
another Formula Ford thrash and a 
round of the ‘Super saloon’ series which 
features such names as Nick Whiting, 
Colin Hawker, Mick Hill, Gordon 
Mayers and Rob Mason. Action starts 
at 10am on Saturday and 9.30am on 
Sunday with the ShellSport 50 lapper at 
2.45pm. As if the racing weren't 
enough a galaxy of BBC Radio 1 DJs 
are taking part in a ‘Popstacle’ race as 
well as broadcasting live from the cir- 
cuit and hosting a live concert by 
Osibisa! 
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BRANDS HATCH 


rn EIEN EEE EERIE ERE anneal 
The BRSCC also organise a very busy 
nine event meeting at Brands Hatch on 
Sunday with three heats and a final of 
the Townsend Thoresen FF series tak- 
ing a major slice of the 150 competitors. 
Expect to see Don MacLeod, Chico 
Serra, David Leslie, Trevor van 
Rooyen, David Heale and Yves Sarazin 
up front in what would appear to be an 
exciting clash at the Kent circuit. A 
healthy entry for the SKF Steel Club- 
mans race features Richard Groom- 
bridge, Creighton Brown, Vernon Da- 
vies and Peter Deal who will do battle 
for 20 laps. Modsports and prodsports 
are also on the agenda, in the former 
watch for the spectacular Bob Jarvis 
whose diminutive Davrian should ‘mix 
it’ with the rapid Elans of Dave Mercer 
and Jon Fletcher and the Casbah Mar- 
cos of medical man Jonathan Palmer. 
Chris Meek will no doubt cruise to 
another effortless win to add to his 
impressive tally, his main prodsports 
rivals being Colin Blower in the TVR 
and Bill Wykeham with his Morgan. 
Cliff Watts and John Homewood re- 
sume their special saloon antics while a 
Marque MG race ends the proceedings 
which begin at 9.30am with racing from 
2.15pm. A noteworthy feature of the 
meeting is the Pit Walkabout at lunch- 
time which will enable the public to see 
the cars and chat to the drivers through- 
out this period. 


INGLISTON 


KP Crisps sponsor Ingliston’s eight race 
meeting which starts at 9.30am on Sun- 
day. Graham Birrell returns to racing in 
the production saloon race while other 
events cater for special saloons, 
Formula Ford 1600 and 2000, clubmans 
cars, sports cars, Formule Libre and 
modsports cars. D. S. Crawford Ltd 
sponsor the Formula Ford event and 
racing starts at 2pm. 


GURSTON DOWN 


———————_—_— SESS 
The popular Guyson/BARC hillclimb 
championship returns to Gurston Down 
near Salisbury for its tenth round this 
Sunday. All eyes will be on ADO, who 
shattered the hill record on his last visit 
to the venue, looking for a repeat 
performance although he will be up 
against stern opposition in the form of 
Roy Lane and Chris Cramer in their 
Marches. Charles Barter will be out to 
defend his Leaders championship su- 
premacy from arch-rival John Mer- 
edith. Official runs start at 2pm after 
morning practice. 


International events 


Venue 


Jul 20/24 Germany : 
dul 23/24 Spa Francorchamps, Belgium caatainiate Rally Championship for Drivers 
dul 24 Pergusa, italy European F2 Championship 
dul 24 Croix-en-Ternois, France European F3 Championship—F Renault, F Super Renault, G1-5 
Jul 24 Paul Ricard, France World Sports Car Championship 
Jul 24 Elkhart Lake, USA Can-Am Challenge Cup round 3 
dul 24 Mallory Park, England ShellSport International (G8) 
dul 24 St Felicien, Canada Labbats F Atlantic Challenge Series 
Jul 24 _ Digphoiz, Germany. F3, F S Vee, G1-5 
British events 
Ome Venue Event Status Club 
Jul 23 Val des Terres, Guernsey Hillclimb N Guernsey MC & LCC _— RAC National Hillclimb Championship : 
Jul 23 Bassingbourne, nr Royston Sprint R Sporting ODC —0 _ : 
dul 23 Parkhall, Rally R Welsh Border CC 09.00 ETC Borderland Stages—Pirelli CCC Rally Championship 
Jul 23/24 Calderford MC, Barnsiey Road, Wakefield Rally R Wakefield & DMSC 22.01 Caldertord Trophy. Rally—Motoring News Rally Championship 
(MR110/339198) 
Jul 2324 Crown Quay Lane, Sittingbourne, Kent Rally R Rainham MC 22.30 Griffin Rally : 
(MFi178/908}639) . 
ka F324 Mallory Park, nr Kirkby, Mallory, Leics Race Meeting INT/C BRSCC (MC) 14.00 G8, FF1600, FF2000, Special Saloons, SheilSport Celebrities : 
js 24 Cadwell Park, nr Louth, Lincs Race Meeting R BRSCC (NC) 14.00 Renautt 5, Debenhams Escorts, FF1600, Special! Saloons, F : 
Libre, Production Sports, Mini 850/1000 : 
ji 24 Brands Hatch, nr Dartiurd, Kent Race Meeting R BRSCC 14.30 FF 1600, Special Saloons, MGs, Modaports, Ciubaports, Produc- 
tion Sports ' 
ai 24 Ingiiaton, nr Edinburgh | Race Meeting R SMRG 14.00 FF1600, Special Saloons, F Libre, Sports & GTs, Modaports, : 
| Ctubmans, 
| Gurston Down, nr Salisbury, Wilts | Hilllotim R BARC (SW) 14.00 Guyson/BARC Hillclimb Champonshap ; 
ne | Autocross R | Longton & DMC _ — : 
| Baackbushe, »r Camberley “| Sprint ; A | BARC Be _ 
| RAF Chive | Sprint R | North Devon MC = = : 
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Who knows, 
could 


Even the purest oils can produce 
their share of engine killers. 


Sticky lacquers, tars, sludges, resins 


and acids to clog up the works. 

At Duckhams we ran lab tests on 
13 leading oils. 

No less than 10 oils didn’t contain 
all the special additives we consider 
vital to stop them murdering your 
engine. 

Additives that we guarantee with 
every can of Duckhams Q. 


one day it 


be law. 


They've helped Duckhams Q pass 
the toughest performance tests that 
Leyland,Mercedes, 
Ford, Volvo, Fiat, the i “— 
leading car manufac- | i 
turers, set for oil. 

It’s all there on 
the side of the can. 


Reassurance 
that Duckhams will = : 
do far more than Don't let anyone tell you 
just oil the works. al motor os are the same. 


